AUGUST 2015 £4.50 


PLUS M6 Convertible | E92 M3 track weapon | Hybrid X5 tested 


BMWcar 

the ultimate BMW magazine 



stunning new 7 Series 

BMW’s high-tech flagship model will 
be its most luxurious machine to date 


www.bmwcarmagazine.com 



/ Wi 

• BMW diesel engines profiled 

• 10 Minute Guide: X5 4.6iS and 4.8iS 


• Buying Guide: 640d Coupe 

• M Performance 335i Touring 


Is the ballisti(^6Q0hp, 




HK^yG64 



; _krm 








Z)MS AUTOMOTIVE 


THE ULTIMATE IN 
PERFORMANCE UPGRADES. 

AT DMS AUTOMOTIVE 
WE’VE BEEN UNLEASHING 
AUTOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE 
FOR OVER 1S YEARS. 


DMS 1M(EVO MARCH '12) 

"THERE'S A REAL RIP TO THE WAY THE REVS PILE ON ABOVE 4000RPM 


DMS SL65 BLACK SERIES (EVO OCTOBER '10) 

"IT FEELS LIKE THE LOVE CHILD OF AN SL65 AND A PORSCHE GT2 


DMS 1351 (BMW CAR MAY 09) 

"THE STANDARD CAR IS GREAT BUT DMS HAVE SOMEHOW 
MANAGED TO TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL" 


DMS 997 TURBO 3.6 (EVO SEPTEMBER '08) 

"IT'S EPIC, HILARIOUS AND ADDICTIVE IN EVERY GEAR. 
YET DOCILE WHEN CRUISING" 


DMS 997 TURBO 3.8 PDK (EVO JUNE 'll) 

"DELIVERY IS ALMOST UNCOMFORTABLY FORCEFUL" 



BELOW IS A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR MORE POPULAR MODELS TO UPGRADE. 

WE ARE ABLE TO UNLEASH PERFORMANCE FROM SMALL FOUR CYCLINDER DIESEL ENGINES UP TO V12 SUPERCARS: 


PORSCHE 

997 TURBO/S 3.8 INC PDK » 611 BHP 
997 TURBO 3.6 » 625+ BHP 
997 GT2 RS » 670+ BHP 

996 TURBO/GT2 » 600+ BHP 

997 CARRERA S PDK » 400+ BHP 
997 CARRERA S» 376+ BHP 

997 CARRERA PDK » 368 BHP 
997 CARRERA GTS » 435 BHP 
997 GT3UP»436BHP 
BOXSTER 3.4S » 336+ BHP 
CAYMAN S » 342 BHP 
CAYENNE GTS » 440 BHP 
CAYENNE TURBO 4.5 » 565+ BHP 
CAYENNE TURBO 4.8 » 578+ BHP 
CAYENNE TURBO S 4.8 » 600+ BHP 
CAYENNE 4.2 DIESEL » 450+ BHP 
CAYENNE DIESEL » 300+ BHP 
PANAMERATURBO»600+ BHP 
PANAMERA DIESEL » 305+ BHP 


MERCEDES-BENZ 

'63' 5.5 Bi-TURBO ALL MODELS » 600+BHP 
'500' 4.7 Bi-TURBO ALL MODELS » 498+BHP 
SL65 BLACK » 720+ BHP (+DELIMIT) 

SL65 AMG » 690 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

'55' AMG KOMPRESSOR » 580+BHP 
C63 AMG » 530+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 
SL63AMG»560+BHP(+DE-LIMIT, 

RE-MAP & LOWER ABC SUSPENSION) 

CL600 Bi-TURBO » 580+ BHP 

SLK55 AMG » 389 BHP (+DELIMIT) 

SLK350»328BHP 

220 CDi ALL MODELS » 210+ BHP 

250 CDi ALL MODELS » 259+ BHP 

320 CDi V6» 274 BHP 

350 CDi V6» 312 BHP 

420 7450 CDi V8» 358 BHP 


BMW 

M5/M6 F10»620+ BHP 
M5 VI 0 » 548+ BHP (205 MPH) 
X5M/X6M»618BHP 
1M»411+BHP 

M3 E90/92 » 445 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

M3 E46 » 370 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

F10 520D»221 BHP 

F10 530D»296BHP 

F10 535D»358BHP 

335i/135i/X6 » 370+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

123D»252 BHP 

330D E90»296+BHP 

320D E90»215BHP 

730D»290+ BHP 

X5 4.0D/740D»370BHP 

X5 3.0D»296BHP 

X6X50I4.4»500+BHP 

535D/335D/X5SD»355+ BHP 

M135i Please call for more info 


EXOTIC /MISC 

FERRARI CALIFORNIA 487 BHP 

FERRARI 599 647 BHP 

FERRARI 430 » 525 BHP 

GALLARDO » 546 BHP 

LP560» 600+BHP 

LP640 » 707 BHP 

MURCIELAGO LP640 » 707 BHP 

MASERATI GT/OPORT » 438 BHP 

MASER ATI GT S / MC » 479+ BHP 

ALL 2014 MASERATI'S Please call for more info 

AUDI RS6 4.0TV8 Please call for more info 

AU Dl RS6 VI 0 » 680+BH P +DE-LI M IT 

AUDI R8V1 »592+BHP 

AUDI RS4/R8 B7 » 439 BHP + DE-LIMIT 

AUDI RS3»420+ BHP 

AUDI Q7/A8 4.2TDi»400+ BHP 

AUDI 3.0TDi (ALL MODELS) » 300+ BHP 

AUDI S3 / GOLF R» 317+ BHP 

ALL 2014 RANGE ROVERS AVAILABLE 

RANGE ROVER 4.4 TDV8 » 395 BHP 

R ROVER SPORT 3.0D » 305 BHP 

EVOQUE 2.2 DIESEL » 240 BHP 

BENTLEY 4.0 TV8» 600+ BHP 

BENTLEY CGT / F-SPUR (INC 2013) » 660 BHP 

GT SPEED / SUPERSPORT » 680+ BHP 


FOR ALL OTHER MAKES AND MODELS, 

PLEASE CALL US. 


WORLDWIDE OFFICES AND 
INSTALLATION: UK » IRELAND » EUROPE 
USA » ASIA » AUSTRALIA » S.AFRICA 


E: SALES@DMSAUTOMOTIVE.COM 


E: ! 
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ts arrival has been innnninent for sonne tinne, but BMW has finally pulled 
the wraps off its new 7 Series and it's dear that it's really pushed the boat 
out with its new flagship. The styling nnight be a little on the safe side but 
the new car is brinriming with the latest technology and this extends all the 
way fronn the car's high-tech construction to the latest range of interior 
gadgets and driving assistance systenns. 

The new machine will go by the G1 1 moniker internally for the standard 
wheelbase version, while the long wheelbase model will be the G12. It's not 
all that long ago that BMW moved on from the 'E' numbering system that 
served it so well for 40 years to the 'F' numbers for all the current models, 
with the first F model being the FOl 7 Series that made its debut seven years ago. 1 must admit that 
the E numbers somehow made more sense as the E stood for 'Entwicklung' - which means 
development - and thus there was a reason for why all the cars had an E number. The F and new G 
prefixes simply seem to be an alphabetical progression and I've never understood why BMW didn't 
just go to a three-digit E number. Perhaps we'll never know the reason why, but 1 have a feeling that 
even though there are plenty of F numbers left to use BMW has moved onto the G prefix for the 7 
Series to separate it from the models that do not share its unique construction method which uses 
steel, aluminium and carbon for the car's structure. 

From its clever construction (that saves up to 130 kilos over the previous generation Seven) to its 
opulent interior, BMW has really tried to push the boundaries with this car and while some of the 
items on the options list might appear to be a little off the wall the car's technology will no doubt filter 
down to the rest of the range in the years to come. I'm not fully convinced that I'd be particularly keen 
on having the Ambient Air package (that pipes a choice of eight different fragrances into the car) and 1 
could also probably live without the Sky Lounge Panoramic glass roof (an LED encrusted sunroof that 
simulates a starry sky - in six different colours, of course) but 1 would be keen on having inductive 
charging for my phone. And then there's the intriguing semi-autonomous parking system where the 
driver can hop out of the car and use the key to guide the car into a garage or parking space. Okay, it's 
not quite up to James Bond levels of driving your 7 Series from outside the car but it's not all that far 
off either! Enjoy the issue. 

Bob Harper, Editor 
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SCHMIEDMANN 

BMWspedaSst 


Worlds largest supplier of BMW 

Styling, tuning and 
equipment 



From £ 63.93 


Schmiedmann S-TECH. sport-brake-discs ventilated, slotted and S-coated, High 
quality material G3000, QS-9000/IS09001 certified production and anti corrosion 
Geomet S-coating. The brake discs can be mounted with our standard brake pads, 
but it will be an advantage to use for instance EBC racing brake pads! 

E30 Z1 front set 260X22MM £ 71.61 E36 E46 rear set 276X1 9MM £ 71.61 

E21 E30 rear set 258X10MM £ 63.93 E8x E9x E89 front set 300X24MM £ 89.55 

E36 E46 Z3 Z4 front set 286X22MM £ 76.61 E8x E9x rear set 300X20MM £ 89.54 



Schmiedmann sport rear silencers first- 
class quality handmade in Italy! 100% stain- 
less steel with a nice deep sound. The rear 
slincers is also lighter that the original. 



New strut bars from Wiechers Sport eg. for 
BMW F20 F21 F30 F31 F35 F10 F11 F18 

select between painted steel, polished alu- 
minium or carbon. We have strut bars for 
almost all BMW models 



Schmiedmann gear lever cover -Sport 
Edition-, hand-sewn genuine black leather 
or suede with red stitching and a stainless 
steel emblem. Fits most BMW models. 



E46 Schmiedmann RHD high flow Sport 
manifold M52/M54 inclusive 200cell sport 
catalysts. This is one of the most effective 
ways to gain more power on a 6cyl. E46 



From £ 2.49 


Schmiedmann rim emblem / center cap 
064,5mm.... £ 5.11 064,5mm.... £ 2.78 

070mm £3.36 058mm £2.49 



At Schmiedmann we have everything for 
BMW from the smallest clips, connectors, 
wishbone, brake discs / pads and body 
parts. In addition we can offer you best price 
guaranteed on all our products. 



Eibach front camber 
plates / strut mounts / 
alignment kit set OE style 
bearings and a bonded 
urethane insulator for 
most 3’ & 5’ BMW series 



F30 Spoiler kit -Motors- 
port 1- frontspoiler inclu- 
sive sideskirts+rearskirt 


F30 Spoiler kit -Motor- 
sport 2- frontspoiler + 
frontspoilerlip and split- 
ters, inclusive sideskirts 
+ rearskirt 


F30 F31 Rear apron 
trimpanel with 1 big or 2 
small cut out for tailpipes, 
primed -Motorsport 1- for 
M-Technic rearskirt 


XI (E84) Spoiler 
kit -Motorsport 1- 
frontspoiler / grills / 
foglights / sideskirts / 
wheel arch extensions / 
rearskirt 



From £ 177.01-^ 


F10 M5 air intakes for 
front fenders different 
designs chrome, shad- 
owline, black chrome or 
carbon. 



XI (E84) Headlight set 
angel eyes facelift look 
with rings / white indica- 
tors or -New Generation- 
clear/black H7/H7, with 
DRL day driving light 


£ 432.89 


X3 (F25) Headlight set 
-New Generation- clear/ 
black H7/H1, with DRL 
day driving light 



Westfalia towing hitch for 
almost all BMW models. 


Powerflex suspension 
bushes, subframe bushes/ 
inserts and rear differential 
mounts for BMW E39 Road 
Series and Black Series 



Everything in sport air 
intake systems from 
Simota Racing Improves 
engine’s efficiency, 
boosts horsepower and 
torque for almost all 
BMW models 



Original BMW accesso- 
ries and spar parts very 
competitive prices eg. XI 
(E84) cupholder set, with 
black frame for the center 
console 



Meyle Heavy Duty rein- 
forced spare parts made 
in Germany e.g E46 

Stabilizer-link front 



Everything in BILSTEIN 
suspension e.g. Com- 
plete BILSTEIN B16 
suspension kit adjustable 
in hardness and hightfor 
BMW Tseries, 3’series 
and 5’series 


Exclusive used BMW parts from Schmiedmann Nordborg 



Lowering springs from 
German Lowtec e.g. 
sets with 4 springs 

-E30 40/40 mm £ 117 

-E36 30/20 mm £ 125 

-E46 30/20 mm £ 132 

-E90 30/20 mm £ 142 

-E34 30/20 mm £132 

-E39 35/20 mm £ 146 



Air filters german quality 
very low prices eg. 


-E30 3161 £ 8.25 

-E36 3201/3251/3281 £ 8.39 

-E46 All gasoline £ 8.39 

-E90 320I £18.34 

-E34 518I/520I £ 8,25 

-E39.... £8.39 

-E60 5201/5251/5301 £ 11 .23 



E39 E60 Engine 520I M54 
Km 164.000 #017274 



E60 E61 E63 E64 Engine 
535D Km. 242.000 
#018804 



E39 E60 Engine 5201 M54 
Km 171.000 #016275 


/ \ 



E90 E91 E60 E60LCI E61 
E61LCIX3 (E83) X5 (E70) 

Engine 530D M57/TU Km. 
127.000 #007373 



E60 E61 Engine 535D 
Km. 153.000 #013609 



E90 E91 E60 E60LCI 
E61 E61LCIX3 (E83) X5 
(E70) Engine 530D M57 
Km. 245.000 #013321 



Low prices on USED BMW parts 
Got a question? e-mail us at 
nordborg@schmiedmann.com 


New BMW’s for recycling at Schmiedmann Nordborg 

Get more info about the BMW’s at www.schmiedmann.co.uk 



BMW E46 31 8D touring 2003 

Car no.: 1765 



BMW E92LCI 335I coupe 

2008 Car no.: 1754 


BMW X5 (E53) 3.0D 2004 

Car no.: 1752 


BMW new parts 

Schmiedmann Odense A/S 
Herluf Trolles Vej 15 
5220 Odense S0, Denmark 
Phone. -H45 65941545 
E-mail odense@schmiedmann.com 


BMW used/ new parts 

Schmiedmann Nordborg A/S 

Lyngmosevej 9 

6430 Nordborg, Denmark 

Phone. -H45 74 49 11 80 

E-mail nordborg@schmiedmann.com 



Worlds largest online BMW catalog 

www.schmiedmann.co.uk 

Reservations are made for goods sold and price changes 
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BMW’s new model onslaught isn’t about to let up anytime 
soon. Here’s a peek at plans for the next few years. . . 

Words: Shane O’Donoghue 


Now that BMW die-hards have been introduced to 
the idea of front-wheel drive in the 2 Series Active 
Tourer, we can expect nnore models to use the 
same layout. First up is likely to be a new compact 
four-door saloon based on the Active Tourer 
mechanicals. It's expected to be badged the 

1 Series Saloon and is also likely to sire a new 
compact estate to be called the 1 Series Touring. 
The full mix of petrol and diesel engines will be 
offered, alongside xDrive four-wheel drive. An 
insider regrettably confirms that any plans for a 

2 Series Gran Coupe with four doors have been 
shelved. An M Performance vehicle in the vein of 
an M135i xDrive Saloon can't be ruled out, but a 
full-on M car will not be produced. 

At the other end of the BMW line-up, the firm is 
keen to launch a proper M division-developed 
version of the new 7 Series Saloon. Management 
at BMW is not best pleased at the dominance of 
the Mercedes-AMG S-Class variants in this upper 
end of the sector and aims to redress the balance. 
It's not yet clear whether there would be a single M 
development of the 7 Series-badged M7 or a range 
of models, badged, for example, 740i M and 750i 
M. The twin-turbocharged V8 engine from the X5M 
and X6M is a likely powerplant. The high- 
performance 7 Series may be revealed during 
BMW's centenary year in 2016. 

BMW is expected to roll out a few special 
projects to mark that occasion. Engineers working in 
the BMW i division are keen to develop a more 
powerful version of the i8 hybrid sports car. It's 
claimed that the carbon fibre structure can easily 
cope with an additional 300hp (the total system 
maximum output of the standard i8 is 362hp), but 
our sources say that additional power would not 
come from upgrades to the electric motors or 
battery pack. Instead, it's likely that the mid- 
mounted petrol engine would come in for 
attention. At present, it's a 1 .5-litre three-cylinder 
unit producing 231 hp, and suggestions are that this 
powerplant may be replaced by a larger one to 
achieve a total output of nigh on 450hp. 

Insiders confirm that BMW management have 
been keeping a close eye on the success of ultra- 
limited edition vehicles with matching price tags. It's 
possible that the high-performance i8 will go down 
that route, with bespoke carbon fibre bodywork to 
match its added grunt. However, BMW is adamant 
that no i car will be developed by or badged 'M'. 

While the special i8 won't get any new battery or 
electric motor upgrades, BMW has confirmed that it 
is in talks with Panasonic and Samsung about 
future battery technology. It hopes to offer buyers 
of the i3 city car a choice of battery packs and, if 
the energy density improves enough in years to 
come, it would do away with the range extender 
engine option entirely. Currently the i3 has a 
quoted range of about 100 miles. If that was 
upped to 150 miles then BMW would consider 


eliminating the range extender model. 

More in the public eye is BMW's collaboration 
with Toyota, entitled Silk Road. There's a lot of 
conjecture about what fruits this tie-up will bear, 
and it has not yet been completely decided 
upon by the companies. However, one insider 
predicted that we'll hear about a new Toyota g 
coupe and a BMW roadster to replace the \ 
Z4 built on the same platform by the end 
of 201 5 - probably at the Tokyo Motor 
Show. Rumours also suggest that 
there'll be a new Lexus/BMW sports 
car to rival the likes of the Porsche 
91 1 and be badged the BMW Z7, 
although our source couldn't 

The Silk Road agreement 
also allows BMW access to 
Toyota's future technology 
and the Japanese company 
to have very 
advanced hydrogen 


the way. Nonetheless, BMW is monitoring the 
market in terms of hydrogen supply and demand 
for such vehicles before going down the path of 
offering one for sale. It says a production-ready 
hydrogen fuel cell-powered BMW is 'at least two full 
model cycles away'. 

That means it will not, as rumoured elsewhere, 
power the so-called BMW i5 model. This third car 
from BMW's i division will go into production in 
2017 and we'll only see an advanced concept 
preview of it next year. Expect it to follow the 
spacious layout of the 5 Series Gran Turismo as 
BMW hopes to steal some of the thunder Tesla has 
garnered with its all-electric Model S. Until BMW has 
better battery technology at its disposal it's likely the 
i5 will start life as a plug-in hybrid, using the i8's 
powertrain and all-wheel drive. 
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Three out of three for BMW at Croft 


The West Surrey Racing (WSR) trio of BMWs had a 
historic weekend at Croft during the fifth weekend of 
the British Touring Car Championship (BTCC) with a 
clean sweep in the weekend's three races. It was 
clear after qualifying that the BMWs were going to be 
at the sharp end of the grid with Sam Tordoff, Andy 
Priaulx and Rob Collard bagging first, second and 
fourth on the grid respectively. 

Race one saw Priaulx nip past Tordoff for the win 
with Collard bagging third spot; seeing the BMWs 
cross the line in first, second and third was a great 
sight. Tordoff got his revenge in race two, taking the 
win ahead of the fast charging VWs of Plato and 
Turkington with Priaulx in fourth and Collard in sixth. 


For race three it was Collard's turn to enjoy the view 
from the top step of the podium with Priaulx second 
and Tordoff sixth. It was a good upturn in fortune for 
the BMW contingent as while the cars have generally 
been qualifying well up until the Croft weekend they 
have struggled to bring home a set of good results. 

As the series heads for Snetterton in early August 
Tordoff is fourth in the overall driver's standings with 
Collard eighth and Priaulx a point behind in ninth. 
Team WSR is currently third in the constructor's 
championship, having been docked points for 
exceeding the permitted number of engine changes 
for each of its cars. 



Praise for BMW in JD Power study 


BMW has had an excellent showing in the latest 
JD Power and Associates Initial Quality Study. Each 
year this study assesses the quality of new cars in 
North America, and in 2015 has a total of five 
awards lined-up for BMW. It is the first time BMW 
has topped three segments, namely with the 
2 Series, the 4 Series and the 5 Series. In addition, 
the BMW plants in Rosslyn, South Africa, and 
Dingolfing, Germany, have been honoured for their 
high production quality. 

As part of the Initial Quality Study, 84,000 North 
American new car buyers who registered their 


vehicles between November 2014 and February 
2015 were surveyed regarding any problems they 
experienced with their car in the first three months 
of ownership. This Initial Quality Study has been 
running for 29 years and allows new car buyers to 
respond to a comprehensive catalogue of 
questions on product concept and product quality, 
covering 233 points in total. In the Small Premium 
Cars segment, the new 2 Series came first by a 
clear margin, while the 4 Series won the Compact 
Premium Cars category with the 5 Series taking 
the crown in the Midsize Premium Cars segment. 



BMW wins Engine 
of the Year 

Four wins in the latest International Engine of 
the Year Awards plainly demonstrate the BMW 
Group's engine-building prowess. The drive unit 
in the BMW i8 earned two class wins as well as 
being declared overall winner, with a further 
class win being garnered by the engine of the 
M3 and M4. 

The BMW i8 unit was voted class winner for 
its BMW TwinPower Turbo three-cylinder petrol 
engine, while the overall drive unit of the BMW 
i8 claimed a further class win as the best 'new 
engine'. Its combination of electric motor and 
petrol engine also earned it overall victory. In the 
2.5 to 3.0-litre displacement category, the M 
TwinPower Turbo six-cylinder in-line petrol 
engine of the BMW M3 and BMW M4 came out 
on top. 

The International Engine of the Year Awards 
were launched in 1999, since when 66 class 
and overall wins have gone to engines 
developed for BMW models. Each year an 
expert panel of judges, this time comprising 65 
motoring journalists from 31 countries, selects 
the best engines in numerous categories. 



Hot 435i for US buyers 

100 lucky American buyers will be able to order a 
435i ZHP Coupe Edition which offers a blend of 
performance and styling upgrades. Its specification 
includes a 'Track Flandling Package' which includes 
18-inch alloys, M Sport four-piston brakes. Adaptive 
M Suspension and Variable Sport Steering. The M 
Performance limited-slip differential is also part of the 
enhanced package along with a performance kit 
which offers a power and torque increase of 35hp 
and 32lb ft and the M Performance exhaust for a 
better sound. Externally it can be spotted by a carbon 
fibre M Performance front spoiler, splitter and carbon 
rear diffuser. 
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NEWS 



New colours on offer 

One of the nnost popular colours on sportier 
BMWs will now be available on the BMW Z4 
from July 2015. Estoril blue, a mainstay of M 
vehicles over the years, now comes to the two- 
seat roadster. At the same time as this colour's 
introduction, other hues will also be offered. 

The new BMW Individual colours Champagne 
Quartz metallic and Smokey Topaz metallic will 
be available for all models of the 4 Series as 
well as for both body variants of the M4. In 
future, both the 5 Series Saloon and the 5 
Series Gran Turismo can be spec'd in the BMW 
Individual exterior colour Tanzanite Blue metallic. 


New engines arriving 

July sees the introduction of new engines to a variety 
of BMW models, with the new B-class units finding 
their way into a variety of models in both three- and 
four-cylinder guises. 

The three-cylinder units will now be fitted to the 
1 1 8i three- and five-door versions of the 1 Series 
which brings them into line with other new BMW 
models such as the 2 Series Coupe and Active Tourer 
as well as the face-lifted 318i. 

At the same time the new 2.0-litre version of the 
four-cylinder diesel engine will find its way into the 
218d and 225d versions of the 2 Series Coupe and 
Convertible as well as the 318d and 320d Gran 
Turismo models. It will also be fitted to the 420d 
Convertible, 41 8d Gran Coupe and the 25d versions 
of the X5. A new xDrive model will also join the UK 
line-up in the form of the 320d xDrive Gran Turismo. 
The new power units are more refined and offer 
improved outputs whilst seeing a reduction in fuel 
consumption and emissions outputs. 



Z4 GTLM sitting pretty in US 


In the Tudor United SportsCar Championship BMW 
currently leads the manufacturer's standings by a 
couple of points from Chevrolet while drivers Dirk 
Werner and Bill Auberlen are tied at the top of the 
driver's championship with the Chevrolet pairing of 
Antonio Garcia and Jan Magnussen. In the team's 
title battle the number 25 Z4 is again tied with the 
Chevrolet on 157 points while the second BMW, 
the number 24, is in third spot. 


The BMWs have strung several good finishes 
together and had the weather not intervened at 
the last round at Watkins Glen it's likely they would 
be leading all three championships. John Edwards 
unfortunately crashed the number 24 car while 
leading the event and the number 25 dropped 
from second to third in the closing stages of the 
event with an electrical fault. With six rounds still to 
go it's all to play for. 




BMW’s DTM disaster 

BMW is struggling big time in this year's DTM 
championship after six of the 18 rounds, and so far 
there has been just one podium position between 
the eight BMW drivers - a third place for Bruno 
Spongier in the second race at the Norisring. Spongier 
is the best-placed driver (ninth in the championship) 
but the BMW teams currently occupy four out of the 
bottom five spots in the Team's championship and 
are last in the manufacturer's table - 147 points 
behind Mercedes-Benz and 195 behind Audi! Let's 
hope for a turnaround in fortunes in the second part 
of the season. 


Special Z4 for 
Spa 24 Hours 

At the end of July the 24-Hour race at Spa will 
be one of the most hotly contested endurance 
classics of the year, especially amongst the 
BMWs with no less than 1 1 Z4 GT3s due to 
take part. Perhaps the most intriguing and 
innovative entry, though, will come from Roal 
Motorsport with the driver line-up of Bruno 
Spengler, Timo Clock and Alex Zanardi. 

While Zanardi has raced extensively with the 
Z4 over the last couple of seasons this will be 
the first time he has been paired with two able- 
bodied drivers and as a result Roal Motorsport 
in conjunction with BMW Motorsport has had to 
make a number of changes to the car. 
Modifications were made mainly in the 
following areas: pedal box; clutch and steering 
wheel. In addition, the engineers optimised the 
seat's position, installed air-con and found a 
new solution regarding the engine software. The 
pedalbox, for example, has been modified with 
a brake pedal for Zanardi on the right, a divider 
to the left of it and to the left of the divider a 
throttle and brake pedal for Spengler and Clock. 
The clutch pedal has been removed completely 
and is now operated from the steering wheel. 
Apart from the clutch setup the steering wheel 
for Spengler and Clock is the standard BMW 
Motorsport item but when Zanardi is in the car 
he uses one with a hand-operated throttle 
setup. The Spa 24 Hours takes place on 25/26 
July... let's hope for a BMW win at the Z4's last 
European 24-Hour race as a factory machine. 
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NEWS 



i8 makes hillclimb history 

David Finlay recently became the first person to tackle the Sheisley 
Walsh hillclimb in a BMW hybrid. Here he recounts how he got on... 



Photography: Rich Danby 

"It's like this," I opened. "I want to compete in the 
British Leaders Hillclimb Championship, using a 
different car at every event. It would be rude not to 
ask if you want to become involved; how about it?" 

"Great idea!" said BMW, much as I'd hoped for. 
"Would you like us to give you an i8?" 

"That would be great!" came my reply. 

Once the various formalities had been sorted out, I 
turned up at Sheisley Walsh, the oldest unaltered 
motorsport venue in the world, in a car whose 
technology would have seemed like something from 
another planet when the Midland Automobile Club 
started running events there back in 1905. 

Even in 2015, it caused quite a stir and in some 
cases a certain amount of confusion. I had entered it 
in the 'Road-Going Series Production' category for 
which I thought it was eligible but the organisers 
shifted me into Class Z, for electric and hybrid cars, 
which I must admit I didn't know existed. 

They were also very cautious about the safety 
aspects. At their pre-event briefing, the marshals were 
told that if car 225 stopped on the hill for any reason 
at all, they were not - regardless of the state of the 
poor bloke inside - to touch it, but to wait for the 
doctor's car, which would arrive carrying Sheisley's 
only pair of insulated gloves. 

Spectators and fellow competitors loved the i8, 
and came up in droves to ask questions about the 
petrol-electric hybrid drivetrain. They were also 
puzzled at the lack of noise, in some cases asking if 
the engine was actually running. Of course it was (I'd 


selected Sport mode to make sure of this), but many 
of them simply couldn't hear it. 

In one case, a friend and fellow competitor walked 
up the spectator's path to take a picture. He got his 
camera ready when he heard the commentator 
announce that I was on the start line but only realised 
he'd missed his photo opportunity when the i8 
discreetly swished past him. 

Despite the lack of sound effects, the car was 
impressively quick in a straight line. Through the 
corners it was handicapped by the standard tyres, 
which are relatively narrow and of a much harder 
compound than those used by most road-legal 
hillclimb cars. 

Dynamic Stability Control made its presence felt 
several times on each run, but while I could have 
disabled it I felt it was probably intervening for a good 
reason and left it switched on rather than risk handing 
something i3-shaped back to BMW. On stickier rubber 
I would definitely have cancelled it. 

My best run lasted for 35.27 seconds, which gave 
me the class win and a new record. Okay, nobody 
else was in Class Z that day, and nobody had ever 
entered it before, so making Sheisley history hadn't 
been difficult, but let's not dwell on that... 

Many thanks must go to BMW for the use of the 
car, and to insurance company Primo for supporting 
the whole Multi-Car Hillclimb Challenge project. I 
must mention, too, our chosen charity - the 
Nationwide Association of Blood Bikes - to which you 
might chose to make a donation... 
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Genuine BMW 
Accessories 


The Ultimate 
Driving Machine 


STRIKFDUT 
ON A NEW R 


IPPED FOR AN ACTIVE LIFESTYLE 


IT/V 














Summer. The season of road trips, cycling breaks, camping holidays and adventures 
in the great outdoors. Whatever you’re doing, wherever you’re going, make the journey 
as enjoyable as the destination with our range of Genuine BMW Accessories. You’ll 
never hear cries of, “are we there yet?” again with our Universal DVD System and 
Headphones set from just £349 or our iPad® Holder (with base) from just £125. 


For more information on the full range of Genuine BMW Accessories 
visit www.bmw.co.uk/summer 


Prices are recommended retail prices correct at the time of printing and available at participating Retailers only. Subject to availability and may be withdrawn without notice. 
Prices do not include fitting. Speak to your Retailer for fitting requirements where applicable. 


NEW PRODUCT TEST 



BMW M Performance Drive Analyser 


The official M Performance Drive Analyser from BMW 
allows you to monitor, analyse and even record key 
information and data directly from your car, from vital 
statistics to acceleration times. 

Developed especially for BMW, there are two parts 
to the product. The first is an OBD stick that simply 
plugs into the car's OBD port and can be left in place 
for the duration of use. It's a good looking thing with 
M Performance branding that emits a dull glow from 
the red part on top to let you know it's powered up 
and working. The second part of the analyser is the 
software app for your Apple or Android smartphone. 
This can be found on the appropriate app store by 
searching for M Performance Drive Analyser. It's free 
to download but won't work without the OBD stick. 
There's also an optional Click & Drive holder from 
BMW to attach your smartphone to the windscreen 


for easy and legal use and viewing. 

When you have both parts installed, it's a simple 
process to pair up to the OBD stick to your phone by 
following the on screen prompts and instructions. It 
uses Bluetooth to make the connection and once a 
pairing has been made, it remembers, so it can 
automatically pair itself each time from then on. Once 
paired, you will have full access to virtually everything 
the car itself is registering, plus plenty more. By 
selecting the different modes, the app is able to 
measure speed, engine power output, lateral 
acceleration, braking delay, gear selection, height above 
sea level, response start times, distance covered, CO2 
emissions, fuel consumption and several other vital 
engine readings such as inlet temperature, fuel 
pressure, air mass and battery voltage. Using these 
readings, further features such as the fuel consumption 


monitors allow you to cost an exact journey and 
working from the GPS the analyser can also accurately 
record acceleration times both off the line and in gear. 

Information can also be used in conjunction with 
your phone's video function to record a lap of a race 
track, so data such as engine data, speed and peak 
values can be cross referenced. All results can be 
recorded and displayed afterwards in the form of 
video, audio or graphics. 

Having tried it out first-hand on a couple of cars, it 
seems to pair up first time without problem and 
during the various testing sessions that lasted for 
several hours it never once dropped its connection 
either. The features on offer range from extremely 
useful, to very interesting, although some BMWs will 
have certain features already incorporated within the 
standard iDrive system, such as the power monitors. 


Fuel Pressure 
Timing Advan^ 
Catalyst Temp 
Voltage 
Speed OBD 
Engine Load C 
RPM 

Coolant Temp 


Mass Air Flow 
Intake Air Tern 
Lambda 
Barometric pn 
Fuel Pressure 
: :?n'ng Ad van 
Catalyst Temp 
Voltage 



max reset 



1/1 00km 


max 


Pound 


max reset 
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TrackDrive 


PowerDrive 


Vehicle 


FuelDrive 


Support 


TestDrive 


Coreunve 


The selection of options is pretty 
impressive and there’s plenty 
to play about with 


But overall it's easy to use, useful and fun. 

So are there any down sides to it? Sonne features 
only work if your phone has a GPS connection, so it 
does depend on the area a little, but this wasn't a 
problem on our test, even in the mountains of 
Wales. It's also a little annoying that it only works on 
BMWs built after 201 1, although frustratingly, it lists 
older BMWs on the app but refuses to pair with 
them. Last of all is the price which at £306 isn't 
exactly cheap but it is an extremely clever and handy 
piece of kit. Its features obviously suit those keener 
drivers who like to make the most of their car on 
the road and perhaps the track, but having used it 
on several BMWs its always captivating to flick 
through the various features whatever the car. 

Price: £306 

Contact: www.bmw.co.uk 


Barometric pres... 
Fuel Pressure 
Timing Advance 
Catalyst Temp 
Voltage 
Speed OBD 
Engine Load CLV 
RPM 




max 


max reset 




max reset 


Maas Air Flow 
Intake Air Temp 
Lambda 

Barometric pres.. 
Fuei Pressure 
Timing Advance 
Catalyst Temp 
Voitage 


Whilst it may not be that important 
to you, it is interesting to monitor 
the car’s various readings 
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NEW PRODUCTS 



Gaz coilovers 
for F10 5 Series 

Gaz, the suspension specialist based in Essex has 
released a Gaz Gold coilover suspension kit for the latest 
FIO 5 Series. The conversion involves taking the original 
hubs and converting thenn to accept coilovers, thus the 
conversion can be carried out on all nnodels in the FIO 
range. Ride height is adjustable through 60nnnn of travel 
and the height adjusters have a coarse Acnne fornn 
thread for ease of adjustnnent. The damper units are 
black zinc plated to ensure that they remain in good 
order even after considerable service. Damper rates are 
also variable by means of an adjuster knob on the body 
and the Gold range comes with a gas cell in the 
reservoir filled with a high-viscosity index multi-grade 
oil to prevent cavitation and reduce fade under racing 
or track day conditions. All units are individually tested 
before leaving the factory and are covered by a 
two-year warranty. 

Pr/ce; £11 03.20 
Contact: www.gazshocks.com 



PowerTlex bushes for E46 and Z4 


Powerflex has just introduced new suspension 
bushes for the BMW E46 3 Series and E85/86 
Z4 models. The new bushes integrate the caster 
offset found in Z4M vehicles to provide an 
additional 0.5 degree offset over the original 
concentric bushes. These new parts feature a 
low friction polyurethane inner bush, forming a 
bearing surface with the new CNC-machined 
aluminium outer shell, giving increased 
performance and limiting changes to the 
vehicles geometry. Testing during the 
development of this bush has indicated stiffness 


gains of 128 per cent compared with the 
original rubber bush. For vehicles used in 
motorsport, or predominately on track, these 
new bushes are also available in the Black 
Series range, which is manufactured using a 
95 Shore A compound that boasts 28 per cent 
increased stiffness over the Purple 80 Shore 
A 'street' material. Powerflex offers lifetime 
warranty on all bushes. 

Pr/ce; £143.88 

Contact: www.powerflex.co.uk or call 
01895 460033 



New Heritage Racing 
Apparel nnerchandise 

The father and son duo behind the American 
brand Fleritage Racing Apparel have been busy 
expanding their innovative range of retro 
merchandise. They have announced they will now 
be producing their iconic 1989 E30 M3 DTM 
illustration exclusively as a limited edition print, with 
just 500 copies available. The same image is also 
used for their new wall clock and can be ordered 
as a T-shirt as well. Visit the website for further 
information or to place an order. 

Price: POA 

Contact: www.etsy.com/shop/heritageracing 
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NEW PRODUCTS 



Autoglym 
super foaming 
shampoo 

With summer show season very much 
here, the need to keep your pride and 
joy gleaming will be a priority and 
Autoglym's latest shampoo is an 
excellent addition to your arsenal in the 
fight against grime. The shampoo has a 
rich, foaming, pH neutral formulation 
that allows it to quickly break down dirt 
and contaminants from paintwork 
without stripping existing wax layers 
and has a rich, fruity fragrance. 

Price: 500ml £5.99, 1 litre £7.99 
Contact: www.autoglym.com 



After four years of development, Thorney Motorsport 
has brought out its very own full exhaust system for 
the E9x MS range, based on its M3 GTS system. The 
system is made from T304 stainless steel throughout 
and is available as either a rear section, comprising a 
pair of silencers with four 85mm carbon tailpipes, a 
centre section with balance pipes or as a full system, 
which includes a pair of 100 cell sports cats. Also 
available are the hand-built Thorney Motorsport race 
manifolds, developed directly from the GTS race car 
items, with longer primaries to increase torque and a 
wider bore for increased flow. All components of the 
system underwent extensive testing on road and race 


conditions in order to ensure the highest possible 
quality along with the perfect fit, power and sound. 
Thorney says it's fine-tuned the system deliver the 
perfect V8 soundtrack, completely free of drone 
when cruising but suitably vicious at full throttle and 
high revs. As for power gains, the full system delivers 
an additional 18-20hp and 18lb ft of torque, while a 
custom remap will add another lOhp and 1 1 lb ft. 

The manifolds add lOhp and 7lb ft of torque with no 
change in noise level. 

Price: Rear section £1550, centre section with cats 

£1250, race manifolds £1800 

Contact: www.thorney.ms or call 01280 850102 



BMW LED 
door projectors 

These new gadgets from BMW are the latest 
addition to its expanding official accessory range. 
The concept of these is simple and fun; it projects 
an illuminated image on to the ground as you open 
the door. It uses your existing door lights but 
changes the pattern it emits by placing a logo over 
the top of the specially designed holder. There's a 
choice of a BMW logo, M logo or xDrive logo to 
choose from and they are easily interchangeable. 
Price: £79.50 
Contact: www.bmw.co.uk 



Performance enhanced. 

WARRANTY-FRIENDLY UPGRADES FOR BMW M3/M4. 

510HP performance upgrade 

Adjustable suspension 

Carbon fibre aerodynamics 

Forged alloy wheels 

Quad sports exhausts 





beyond tho stondordg 

LWW w.ac-schnitzerbduF 
01485 542000 





\ mmm 





Model shown ACS^t-SpocLbased on BMW M4. Finance available subject to status 
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NEW PRODUCTS 



AWE 
Tuning 
exhaust 
for F32 


The American performance specialist AWE 
Tuning has now launched a new high 
performance exhaust system for the latest 
incarnation of the 335i Saloon. Available as a 
rear section or full system, the 3-inch mandrel 
bent T304 stainless steel system features a 
straight-through design for optimum flow and 
using awe's 180 Technology, cancels out 
certain problematic frequencies to eliminate 
drone, leaving you with just the sound you 
want to hear. It's finished with a pair of dual- 
walled tips available in Diamond black or 
Chrome silver in 90mm or 102mm diameter 
and AWE states gains of up to 15hp and 32lb 
ft with the full system, whilst it also guarantees 
a perfect fit and lifetime warranty. 

Price: From £887 
Contact: www.awe-tuning.com 




Milltek Sport E39 M5 exhaust 


It's nice to see that aftermarket exhaust manufacturer 
Milltek is still developing systems for older BMW 
models and this month, it has announced a new cat- 
back exhaust system. Made entirely from aircraft- 
grade T304 stainless steel, which brings with it a 
lifetime guarantee, the system is made up of three 
sections; a Y-piece to collect the gasses from each 
cylinder bank and two separate silencers, with 2.5- 
inch piping and mandrel bends throughout to ensure 


optimum flow, finished with quad 90mm tips. For 
those looking to unleash yet more noise and power, 
Milltek offers optional high-flow sport cats, made by 
FIJS in Germany and designed to fit perfectly with 
the rest of the system, though a stage two ECU 
remap is also required if you opt for these. 

Price: £1246.80 

Contact: www.millteksport.com or 
call 01332 227 280 




K&N panel filter 
for 3.0-litre diesel 

The aftermarket air filter specialist, K&N, has just 
developed a new replacement panel filter to suit 
virtually all 3.0-litre diesel BMW models built in the 
last few years. It's available for all 3,4,5,6 and 7 
Series models fitted with the 3.0-litre diesel dating 
from 201 1 until now. The filter is a direct 
replacement for the original item and provides 
improved airflow over the original paper element. 
The K&N unit is also fully washable, meaning it has 
a lifetime warranty. 

Price: £69.99 

Contact: www.knfilters.co.uk 



BMW LED door 
sill cover strips 

The perfect way to complement your BMW's interior 
may well be with these illuminated door sills. They are 
designed to fit a variety of current BMW models and 
best of all, they are easy to install and require no 
additional wiring. Instead, the LEDs are powered by 
battery and operated using a simple magnetic switch, all 
of which comes with it, along with full instructions. The 
lettering appears bright white and there is a choice of 
designs, too. 

Price: From £ 1 54 
Contact: www.bmw.co.uk 
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Ultimate BMW Performance 


+44 (0) 1753 657 444 
tuning@birdsauto.com 
www.birdsauto.com 





Ride. Handling. Traction 


Birds B-Series Dynamics Packages for the latest 3 and 4 Series 
involves a combination of custom suspension and differential 
upgrades designed to transform the ride, handling and traction of the 
standard BMW; 

B4 Sport Suspensions - Bilstein based dampers with bespoke 


damping curves perfectly matched to our B-Series sport springs. 

Quaife ATB limited-slip diff - the world leading BMW LSD maximises 
grip and handling, accompanied with a lifetime guarantee. 

B4 Anti-Roll Bars - stiffer anti-roll bars eliminate roll and understeer, 
perfectly tuned to complement the LSD and suspension. 

We do not settle for ‘off-the-shelf products and neither do our 



customers. If you want guaranteed, genuine bespoke performance 
upgrades for your BMW, speak to the experts at Birds. Engine, 
braking and other performance enhancements also available. Birds 
B-Series Dynamics Packages span 1,2,3, and 4 series variants. 

Call Birds on 01753 657 444 

Web: www.birdsauto.com | Email: tuning@birdsauto.com 










BEHIND THE WHEEL 



Long Live the King 

The face-lift for the current 6 Series has arrived so we got behind the wheel of 
an M6 to see what the differences are iike and if the modei stiii holds the crown. . . 


Words: Simon Holmes Photography: BMW 


t's becoming harder to ignore that BMW's 
obligatory Life Cycle Impulse (LCI) updates, better 
known as a face-lift to those outside of hallowed 
BMW circles, are becoming less and less obvious of 
late. Sure, there is usually more going on beneath 
the surface but there was a time when it was 
relatively easy to tell the difference between a pre- 
and post-LCI model. That doesn't seem to be the 
case anymore, perhaps with the exception of the new 
1 Series launched last month. But whilst the new 
One may have been treated to a firmer revamp, the 
LCI 6 Series that was released at the same time 
seems to have received minimal changes to say the 
least. Exterior alterations are limited to LED headlights, 
a revised kidney grille design that featured fewer bars, 
revised air intakes in the front bumper and side 
repeaters that have moved up into the wing mirrors. 
However, whilst that's all pretty subtle stuff, for the 
range-topping M6 model even those smaller changes 
have been largely omitted. Instead, the M car's grille 


remains the same, the front air intakes haven't 
changed, nor have the side repeaters moved location. 
Only the headlights have been updated to the 
brighter LED design. Whether the changes have been 
kept to a minimum for technical reasons, such as 
cooling and aerodynamics, or to keep the elite group 
of current M6 owners happy is unclear, but either way 
the M6 is still a handsome beast. 

It's a similar story on the inside, too. The new 
colour changing illuminated digital dials of the LCI 
haven't been carried over to the M6 either, and whilst 
the extended leather, beautifully stitched dashboard is 
a welcome addition to the normal 6 Series, the M6 
already had that box ticked when it was new in 2012. 
The stylish gloss black finish on the trim around the 
centre console switches is new and there's also a 
chrome surround added to the central screen; these 
both add some contemporary style. 

So aside from the minor changes, what does the 
LCI actually mean for a perspective M6 buyer then? 


There are no mechanical changes for the standard M 
car but the big news is the power increase for the 
optional Competition Pack upgrade. This package was 
first released in 2013 and is available for all M5 and 
M6 models. With the £6500 upgrade, power is now 
pushed to 600hp with 51 6lb ft of torque to match, 
having previously been 575hp with 502lb ft, a 
standard M6 managing a 'paltry' 560hp. Don't go 
thinking that BMW has gone power crazy, though, as 
the extra 25 horses and 14lb ft of torque that come 
with the updated package were added largely to keep 
the cars in line with the rival Mercedes performance 
range. BMW did reveal that a whopping 40 per cent 
of M5 and M6 models have been ordered with the 
Competition Pack so far, so it will be a popular and no 
doubt welcome upgrade. 

This LCI M6 Convertible test car we've come to 
drive on a sunny May afternoon in the Cotswolds isn't 
fitted with the Competition Pack power upgrade. 
That's not exactly a problem, though, as I've yet to 
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LCI M6 CONVERTIBLE 
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BEHIND THE WHEEL 


When changing up into third the engine 
unleashes its true potential... 
catapulting you down the road 


FI 2 M6 Convertible 

ENGINE: 

Twin-turbo, V8 

CAPACITY: 

4395CC 

MAX POWER: 

560hp 

MAX TORQUE: 

5021b ft 

0-62MPH: 

4.3 seconds 

TOP SPEED: 

155mph 

ECONOMY: 

27.4mpg 

EMISSIONS: 

1 54g/km 

PRICE FROM: 

£97,300 



step out of an MG with the conclusion it really needs 
more power. This example soon proves it is no 
different and as soon as the engine is started and I 
ease out into an empty country B-road, it's clear this 
M6 still makes do with its 560hp just fine. It gathers 
pace with immense strength, the torque spike arriving 
with a slight delay, yet still in an utterly controlled 
manner. Second gear is where it begins to really kick 
you forward, but the traction control is still fighting it; 
it's only when changing up into third the engine 
unleashes its true potential properly, catapulting you 
down the road at an obscene rate. 

Fast it maybe, but, sadly, with the roof down, 
there's not actually what you would call a great 
soundtrack to match it. It emits a kind of angry yet 
mechanical tone that never really comes together in 
the orchestrated harmony you're hoping for. In fact, 
an l\/14 Convertible seems to have the better 
soundtrack as it sings its heart out at the upper 
echelons of its rev range. It's a bit of a shame the M6 
isn't able to repeat that soundtrack as one of the joys 
of owning a performance convertible should be the 
sound, although with the roof up there's plenty of 
pleasing deep tones and subtle roars. 

It doesn't matter whether the roof is up or down to 
distract your attention when it comes to the interior 
though. It has to be said that the cabin's look and feel 


are bordering on the spectacular, even by BMW's 
standards. The LCI changes may have been small but 
that's because not a lot needed changing as the 
interior space has a supremely high quality feel and, 
mixed with the large amounts of glossy carbon fibre 
that adorn the dashboard and centre console, it gives 
a wonderfully special feel to the car. But then you 
would hope so for the £97,000 price tag. 

A comprehensive package for an elite performance 
drop-top then, but there are other areas which aren't 
so rosy, at least on these UK roads. Over a particularly 
rough or bumpy road the M6 seems to exhibit signs 
of scuttle shake, in a strange and uneasy vibrating 
sensation felt through the steering wheel. It shows no 
signs of this on any other road, so it could perhaps be 
related to the huge tyre combination causing a little 
upset, but it's noticeable on the rare times it does 
display the trait nonetheless. 

The ability of the standard steel brakes is also 
questionable if you like to truly exploit the car's 
immense pace. Having driven several current M5 and 
M6 models that always seem to have the optional 
carbon ceramic box ticked (just next to the £7395 
price tag), in the office we've long wondered if they 
are really needed on the road. Well, after a long and 
spirited drive in this particular M6 that is fitted with 
steel brakes it seems we potentially have an answer. 


Admittedly, the test wasn't too kind on the brakes as 
they tried desperately to shed some of that all-too- 
easy to gain speed, but the brake pedal did begin to 
get noticeably softer with time. I certainly wouldn't 
want to push them any harder on a track, but then 
there are two things to consider here. First, the M6 
Convertible is a heavy car and it's all too easy to 
forget how much weight it's trying to hide. There's a 
lot of it, and whilst the power helps to hide its vast 
mass well, the brakes highlight just how much the 
engine's immense power is working against the laws 
of physics. The brakes simply can't seem to match it 
when really pushed, at least by some accounts, as 
whilst the pedal feel is good and they provide ample 
confidence, when you do stand on them, you 
certainly wouldn't want to rely on them for too many 
laps of a race track. 

Secondly, and perhaps more importantly, the M6 
Convertible isn't too likely to go round a track at all. 
It's clearly not the car's natural stomping ground. 
Instead, it's a sublime heavyweight cruiser and it 
succeeds in doing so without breaking a sweat. It's a 
machine that both looks and feels special inside and 
out, whilst decimating Tarmac at an ungodly pace 
with the roof down, just like a good GT car should. 
The LCI update may be subtle, but experiencing an 
M6 Convertible most certainly isn't • 
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Lightmf > E30 & E32/E34 


Shad&wChrQm^ Qriit^ 


Front Fo^iamp Sets 


£92193 HID Xenon Cotiveisioti 


Black-Chrome finish (not painted) 
Gives your car a Tyner Special ‘ 
iook. Available for most 
currenl/recent 8 MW models 


ICi Rear Lamp Upgrade 


For early 
E92 ^ E»3 

Includes 
complete 

rear lamp units and 
wiring adaptor to update to late model 

ICMights. Update Wl £634,80 

Coding to car's ECU (required) £96.00 


FifsE46andE39 
Spotfs antf M3iM5 

Projector 
£79.00 

Foglamps 
£59.00 


Smoked 


£59.00 


HID Xenon Conversion 

i for E92/E93 

! supplied - £195,00 

i fully fitted. £295.00 


Angel Eye Headlamps 
forE30aE32/E34 
Black or Chrome £129.00 


Lighting Upgrade Set - E46 


Manhart Tiining for IM 


Digital Display Vent Gauge for pelml 
or diesel 1 Series* 3 Series and X5. 
Showfs 0-100 km/fi, 0-20(J km/h. 
Boost Pressure; G- Force. Top Speed, 
Torque (Mm). PPwer Output (hp). Oil 
Temperature, Water Temperature, 
Intake-Air Temperature 
from £345*00 


Lighting Upgrade 

Pacino® MiUim 

Includes LED Rear Lights 
(4 RecesJ.Side Repeaters and From 
Indicators in clear or smoked. 

Saloon (ail) & Coupe 

(>2003) . £m.60 

Convertible (>2003) £234.00 


Entry level tuning soli ware 
3e5hhp/530nm E1S9S.00 

InlercoDfer -i- exhaust dowrtpipes 
matched with tuning soflware 
0yer400bhp £2895.00 

Packages ta increase la 420b hp 
and 450bhp are also available - 
e.g, carbon fibre Induction system, 
uprated oil cooler 

Mantiart turbo modlficallon and 
performance clutch upgrade, 
512hhp/645nm EPOA 

Options available lor other BMW 
and Mini models* 


Styling for E92/93 Facelift 


Mosselman iMoti Tuning 


Remap youF car 
from your home' 
laptop PC f 
Tune for optimum 
performance and fuel economy! 

iMoss tool alone, £129*00 

10% discount on remap program 
for your car, CaMtor prices. 


Sport Lowering Kits 


M-Styte ^Sportiook" Kits 


8ig Brake Kits, Discs, 
Pads, Calipers and 
f Brake Hose Kits 


E92 & E93 

Supplied 

from . , E636.00i 
Painted & fitted 
£1200.00 


E60 Sport look { j 
Supplied Jl',y 

Irom . £780.00 
Painted & fitted 
. , . £1230.00 ^ 


The M-Lonk Stage 1 ktt lor cars 
With standard SB rear Pumper .., 
Body kit supplied £249*00 

Fully painted/litted £449.00 

The M-Lonk Stage 2 kit 
tor cars without standard SE mar 
bumper... 

Body kit supplied £369.00 

Fully painted/1 itted . . £649*00 


30 - 40nini 


E81/EB7, £99.00 

E36 £79.00 

E46 £79.00 

E9Ct/E93 £99,00 


E4B Spurt look 

Supplied 

trom . . £450.00 
Painted 3; fitted 
£850*00 


Carbon Fibre Front Splitter 
Fits E92 & £93 iCt facelift models 
Adds more aerodynamic downforce 
Price: £279 




Auto Styling and Porformanco 


nil 


Shop on-line at www.mstyle.co.uk or visit our store & shov^room 

faiittub|Ei:iiDiiiiiraUonwNhDuirotta,E&c& ShowFoom & Service Centre: Unit 2, Northgate Park, Collier Row Road. Rornford, Essex RH5 2BG. United Kingdom 























BEHIND THE WHEEL 



f the future-shock i8 could speak, we reckon it 
might be smugly quoting Darth Vader: "Now the 
circle is complete. When I left you, I was but the 
learner; now I am the master." And who would it 
be addressing in such haughty tones? Why, BMW 
itself, of course. Because, following the stunning 
success of the fledgling i brand launched just four 
years ago, the tricks BMW has learned regarding plug- 
in hybrid technology are filtering back into the 'core' 
brand - and the first series production model to 
benefit is the X5. 

There's no surprises there; since it was 
launched in 1999, an incredible 1.5 
million X5s have been built at 
Spartanburg in the US. So as a 


hugely successful model in its own right, it's the 
sensible choice for Munich to electrify first. BMW calls 
this 'when xDrive meets eDrive'. 

The X5 xDrive40e, to give it the proper 
nomenclature that fits in with the rest of BMW's 
badging, is a plug-in hybrid electric vehicle, or PHEV. 
The format is fairly simple - up front is the familiar 
2.0-litre turbocharged petrol four, here making 245hp 
and 258lb ft of torque, in the middle is an eight- 
speed automatic gearbox and drive to all four corners, 
and underneath the boot floor is the eDrive lithium- 
ion battery pack. The synchronous electric motor 
itself, rated at 1 13hp and 184lb, is sequestered away 
in casing of the automatic transmission. 

Next year, the xDrive40e will be followed by a 




BMW is now transferring its hybrid 
technology from the i cars into the 
regular range. The first to go ‘piug-in’ 
is the X5 xDrive40e - does it make a 
valid anti-diesei case? 

Words: Matt Robinson Photography: BMW 
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X5 xDRIVE40e 


340e and a 740e, both of which will use the same 
drivetrain in differing states of tune and then more 
'regular' BMWs are likely to follow suit. Talking of 
power, the X5 PHEV is another of those hybrids 
where the peak system output figures are not the 
sum of their parts. At most, the xDrive40e delivers 
3 1 3hp and 332lb ft of torque; the first figure is 
comparable with an xDrive40d but the latter is down 
133lb ft on the diesel's 465lb ft maximum. 

Nevertheless, some of the numbers connected to 
the X5 PHEV make for mind-boggling reading. It 
weighs the best part of 2.3 tonnes but can apparently 
return up to 85.6mpg combined economy while 
emitting just 77g/km CO 2 . And yet despite being 
'only' a four-cylinder vehicle, it will hit 62mph from 






The PHEV X5’s cockpit is reassuringly familiar with just the eDrive button showing the car’s eco credentials. iDrive 
screen can show the car’s different drive modes demonstrating when it’s charging or how much eDrive you’ve used 


rest in 6.8 seconds. Top speed is an electronically 
limited 130mph, in Auto eDrive mode. 

Ah yes, the 'modes'. Like every X5, the PHEV still 
has the Driving Experience Control switch to change 
the car through Sport, Comfort and Eco Pro settings. 
But just aft of that is a new button, labelled 'eDrive'. 
Here, there are another three options: Auto eDrive, in 
which the car shuffles power between the various 
hybrid sources according to driving demands; Max 
eDrive, which keeps the X5 electric-only (unless 
there's no battery power left or you depress the 
throttle into kick-down); and Save, which either 
maintains the battery at or juices it up to 50 per cent 
charge by using the petrol engine and brake 
recuperation. Set the sat nav and the X5 will even 
work out whether it's in a built-up area or not, 
switching between electrified modes autonomously. 
Handily, you can over-ride that at any time by 
pressing the eDrive button. 

All of the on-board technology works like an 
absolute dream, naturally. With a brimmed battery 
and Max eDrive selected, step-off acceleration is 
silent and suitably brisk. The electric motor, ZF auto 
and xDrive traction all shift the bulky X5 without any 
drama at all. You can go up to 19 miles at speeds up 
to 75mph without ever once troubling the petrol 
motor, which will be more than enough for suburban 
commuters, and it'll take around three hours to 


replenish the battery via a 230-volt mains socket or 
optional BMW i-Wallbox. 

But in Auto eDrive, the way the X5 switches the 
petrol on and off as required is seriously spooky. 
There's no shudder as it kicks into action, and the 
only way you'll tell it has cut off is watching the rev 
counter suddenly die away while it coasts. Silky 
smooth doesn't even cover it - the drivetrain is pure 
liquid and much quieter than any BMW diesel. The 
handling is fine, the extra bulk of the eDrive kit not 
ruining the X5's poise, while refinement levels are 
generally high. The engine only gets noisy at about 
4500rpm and tyre noise is marked, but the 
xDrive40e cruises serenely. 

What a shame, then, that the ride is questionable. 
On the typically excellent German roads around 
Munich, too often the secondary ride was weirdly 
busy. There were also a few occasions where the car 
rose up on tiptoes, as if the dampers were struggling 
to control the body. Odd, because self-levelling rear 
air suspension is standard fit on the X5 PHEV. The 
SUV was never out-and-out uncomfortable, but we'll 
need to reserve final judgement on the ride until 
we've driven it in the UK. 

There are very few indicators that differentiate the 
xDrive40e. Discreet 'eDrive' boot badging and the 
door-mounted model inscription aside, there's the 
charging point on the front nearside wing and 
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trapezoidal tailpipes to clock. Inside, it's the eDrive 
button, blue illunnination in the dashboard and sonne 
extra electric-related screens in the i Drive. It's 
otherwise as luxurious and pleasing on the eye in 
there as any other X5 - albeit the battery under the 
boot floor nneans no seven-seat option. Cargo 
capacity stands at 500 to 1720 litres, though, so there 
is a benefit to that. 

The biggest problem for the X5 xDrive40e is the 
NEDC (New European Driving Cyclefuel) 
consumption test. A quirk of its setup means that 
BMW is forced to quote those stratospheric eco-stats. 


when officials on hand at the launch freely admitted 
that only a handful of owners could ever hope to 
achieve anything like those levels. The minute you 
rely on the petrol engine, the X5 dips to much more 
real-world figures; we saw around 35mpg on a mixed 
Autobahn/country roads run and that's not a number 
that's going to get buyers flocking to showrooms. 

Prices are yet to be confirmed ahead of its 
November on-sale date but BMW says it will be 
'broadly comparable' to the xDrive40d. Which actually 
means 'in the £51 ,000 ballpark'. It can be fitted with 
all the options you would find on a normal X5, bar 


those rear seats, and will be backed up by the 360 
Electric customer support package as found with the 
i3 and i8. 

Diesel is currently being demonised as the dark 
side of the force and plug-in hybrids such as this X5 
get more impressive by the day. But the firm ride, lack 
of a seven-seat option and less-than-spectacular real- 
world economy figures mean we're not 100 per cent 
convinced by the xDrive40e, certainly not when 
compared to the brilliance of the 40d. You can be 
sure, though, that future BMW hybrids will be the 
masters of diesel. Darth i8 will be pleased • 
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New molecular structure of rim for 
stronger and lighter performance alloy wheel. 




Roofless 
Wonder 


Alpina’s new offering couples a mighty 350hp and 
5161b ft of torque in a convertible platform to form 
a staggeringly capable drop-top express. . . 

Words: Simon Holmes Photography: Dave Smith 
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t's the change in the exhaust tone of the M5 30 
Jahre in front of nne that I notice first. Then, within a 
split second it expels a snnall puff of smoke from 
the quad tailpipes before the car's rear end squats 
down to signify it's very much on the move. As a 
natural reaction, I plant my right foot and my car takes 
off. As we both rocket down the empty slip road and 
onto the quiet motorway running alongside, I can't 
help but raise my eyebrows in surprise. The special 
edition M5, the fastest-accelerating and most 
powerful BMW ever built when new, isn't exactly 
doing a great job of losing me. What's more, I have 
the roof down, the wind well and truly in my hair. So 
what is this soft-top that's keeping up with the M5? 

I'm currently behind the wheel of the new Alpina D4 


Bi-Turbo Convertible. Editor Bob, piloting the M5, 
confirms he was equally surprised at the D4's pace as 
he says he was really going for it when we pull over 
on a suitable stretch of road sometime later for the 
necessary photographs. 

It's got some impressive poke to say the least, but 
then we already knew it would. The Coupe and 
Saloon versions of the Alpina D4 were launched last 
year, but finally a drop-top version has been added to 
the expanding line-up. It's powered by the same 3.0- 
litre, twin-turbo diesel unit which, to remind ourselves, 
has been tweaked with upgraded turbochargers and 
accompanying fettled Alpina ECU settings. The 
intercooler is larger and has improved flow and the air 
intakes redesigned to be more efficient. There's also a 


new freer-flowing exhaust system designed in 
conjunction with Akrapovic. Made from stainless steel, 
Alpina claims it produces a reserved but pleasing 
sound, and it's finished with twin-tailpipes with 
discreet Alpina branding. Last of all, the cooling 
system has been overhauled and upgraded to cope 
with the extra heat generated and there are now two 
new radiators. 

The result from that careful reworking means it 
now delivers a wholesome 350hp at 4000rpm. 

That's plenty enough to put it above BMW's own 
range-topping 313hp 435d xDrive, but that's not the 
whole story. It's the whopping torque figure of 51 6lb 
ft that arrives like an overladen freight train on the run 
at just IbOOrpm that makes the bigger impact. For 
the record, it just so happens that the special edition 
M5 makes exactly the same amount of torque... 

The slightly cumbersome convertible platform has 
given Alpina's tuned diesel more of a challenge here. 
The weight penalty for a folding metal roof is a mighty 
230kg over a Coupe and, as a result, performance 
has taken a bit of hit, at least on paper. Whereas the 
hard-top version covered the 62mph sprint from rest 
in a lightening 4.6 seconds, the Convertible posts a 
still mighty quick 5.0 seconds dead. It's hardly a huge 
amount and you would be hard pushed to notice it in 
the real world, as once on the move the car is able to 
administer ferocious amounts of acceleration with 
that huge wave of torque. Top speed is a frankly 
monstrous 171 mph, just behind its Coupe brother. 

Again, just like the other D4s, the engine is 
connected to the ZF eight-speed auto and there is no 
manual transmission option. Alpina has kindly fettled 
the auto 'box and its changing patterns to suit the 
car's new torque happy attributes and sporting nature. 
There are still three different modes to select ranging 
from a full automatic mode focused on outright 
effortless driving comfort with utterly smooth shifting 
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Subtle Alpina embellishments in the interior mark this out as not your common or garden 4 Series Convertible. Dakota Saddle brown leather works well with Black sapphire paintwork 
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Subtle Alpina spoiler looks good and is aerodynamically effective; Akrapovic exhaust not quite as tuneful as expected; 20-inch chromed Classic alloys hide blue, Alpina-logoed brakes 



patterns. Then connes a 'Sport' mode that still 
changes gear automatically but raises the shifting 
points for a livelier feel. Last of all comes 'Manual' 
mode, when gearshifts occur at the fastest possible 
pace and gears are selected using Alpina's simple 
and subtle Switch-Tronic buttons, positioned neatly 
out of view on the back of the steering wheel, 
replacing the paddle-shifters usually found on a 
current automatic BMW. 

All of the power and torque is transferred to the 
rear-wheels and the rear-wheels alone, which makes 
things a little more interesting, as BMW won't allow 
you to buy a 435d unless it has xDrive in place to 
harness all that power and torque. Based on that, you 
might think that perhaps the D4 struggles to put the 
power down on your average UK road by scrabbling 
for grip and lighting up tyres at every instance, but 
that's not the case at all. 

As you would expect from Alpina, the chassis has 
been carefully tweaked to cope with the extra grunt 
on tap. The electronically adjustable adaptive 
suspension remains giving switchable modes, but it 
now features Alpina's own calibrations to provide the 
fine balance between comfort and sport 
characteristics. The springs themselves have also 
been replaced with stiffer items and matched with 
bespoke anti-roll bars. Smaller changes include 
recalibrated DSC settings and readjusted camber and 
toe-in settings for increased stability and precise 
steering with the larger wheel and tyre setup. 


Speaking of which, the D4 comes on Alpina Classic 
multi-spoke wheels measuring wide 8x19 inches at 
the front and 9x19 inches at the rear. Behind them 
you can clearly see the distinctive blue callipers of 
Alpina's uprated brake package consisting of four-pot 
callipers with 378mm discs and 345mm discs at the 
rear. With this car the brakes are even more obvious 
as it's been fitted with the larger, optional 20-inch 
wheels. All wheels options are covered in sticky 
Michelin Super Sport 245/35 and 265/35 tyres 
that are no longer run-flat in the name of improved 
ride comfort. 

Other changes are more superficial but still have a 
function. The lower front spoiler section, complete 
with Alpina logo, is designed to actively improve front 
end stability whilst channeling airflow towards the 
various radiators and coolers that require a constant 
flow of fresh air. The spoiler works in conjunction with 
the much subtler rear lip spoiler sat atop the edge of 
the bootlid and is joined by an equally subtle lower 
rear diffuser that wraps itself around the tailpipes. 

Inside, there are a few nice subtle reminders you're 
driving something a little more special than the norm. 
The iconic blue dials, custom steering wheel, build 
plaque, kick plates and emblems on the seats and 
floormats all add to the feel. 

It has to be said in this colour combination and 
without the normal Alpina pinstriping, the contrasting 
interior and exterior work well with the convertible's 
natural lines. It actually looks downright handsome in 
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As you would expect from Alpina, the chassis 
has been carefully tweaked to cope 
with the extra grunt on tap 
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fact, subtle, yet menacing. It's the kind of car that 
doesn't shout out loud but yet still holds your 
attention once you notice it. 

Behind the wheel it's a little like that to drive as 
well. It's utterly composed, well-mannered and 
refined no matter what you throw at it yet it picks up 
pace so effortlessly you have to keep an eye on the 
speedo. It's deceivingly fast, as it wafts you along at 
an ever increasing rate of knots. Of course, plant the 
throttle through the carpet and the powertrain 
answers by shifting down a couple of gears, digging 
deep into the seemingly bottomless barrel of torque, 
and delivering it with a much larger kick, but you 
won't find an occasion where you really need to 
unless you happen to come up behind an MS... 

The rest of the chassis, despite its increased weight 
penalty, complies with equally graceful composure. 
The steering weights up notably as the speed piles on 
in huge waves as the gearbox works through the 
cogs. In Sport mode, everything sharpens up a whole 
lot more, firming up the far from soft suspension feel. 
It maintains a lovely balance between comfort and 
performance and never seems too harsh, despite the 
huge wheel/tiny tyre combination connecting it all to 
the ground. The slightly softer than expected 
suspension means you can certainly have some fun 


with it. Barrel into a tight corner with aggression and 
you can feel the weight lightly transfer as the car digs 
in and pulls itself around with that immense band of 
instant torque. It never feels as heavy as it should do, 
and it feels quicker than the figures suggest on paper. 
Having already driven a D4 Coupe, the difference in 
performance is virtually unnoticeable unless you had 
the two side by side, but it's nice pushing the car 
around playfully with the roof down to enjoy it all. 

But whilst it's all good in these conditions, the 
sound, inevitably, lets the side down. Even the fancy 
Akrapovic exhaust system, which is usually renowned 
for its finely honed tone, cannot muster much more 
sound than that of a standard BMW diesel. There's 
certainly not the harmonic symphony that Alpina 
claim, and instead it seems to delivers a quiet, slightly 
gruff soundtrack that you can't really hear with the 
roof down. The engine note is slightly more 
noticeable with the roof up but that's because it's 
being channeled into the cabin no doubt. Either way, 
the sound never really comes anywhere near to 
where you would like it to be. It's a bit of shame, 
really, as having driven an X5 M50d, it's clearly 
possible to make a diesel sound good. But perhaps 
that's for the better, as noted already, the D4 doesn't 
like to shout out loud. 


Aside from that, the D4 Convertible represents a 
thoroughly and hugely capable package for the 
money. Priced at £54,950 it's just £5000 more than 
a 435d xDrive Convertible yet here you get so much 
more, including that individual and rather special 
Alpina feel. Some will even find the lack of four-wheel 
drive a plus point rather than a negative and the 
nearest rear-wheel drive offering from BMW is the 
430d Convertible at £45,700. But with nearly a 
lOOhp and lOOlb ft of torque difference the 430d 
Convertible is not quite in the same league. Although 
there's not a lot that is, really. You could argue an M4 
Convertible offers a similar package but it doesn't. 

The on paper figures might be comparable, there's no 
denying that, but the D4 does its Tarmac-devouring 
trick with a whole lot less shouting and is a little bit 
more suave in its approach. It's the king of subtlety in 
comparison, eating up sections of winding B-road 
with incredible ability yet without breaking so much 
as a sweat. It could certainly catch an unsuspecting 
M5 owner out on an empty stretch of road... • 

CONTACT: 

Alpina GB 

Tel: 0115 934 1414 

Web: www.alpinabmw.co.uk 


It’s utterly composed, 
well-mannered and refined 
no matter what you throw at it 


Alpina D4 Bi-Turbo Convertible 


ENGINE: Straight-six, 24-valve, twin-turbo diesel 
CAPACITY: 2995cc ^ 

MAX POWER: 550hp 

MAX TORQUE: 5161b ft 

TOP SPEED: 171mph 

0-62MPH: 5.0 seconds 

ECONOMY: 47.9mpg 

EMISSIONS: 156g/km 

PRICE: £54,950 
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MILLIONS MORE NUMBERS ONLINE WITH MARKED PRIOES 


hhn.motormarks.co.uk 


PRICE GUARANTEE - YOU WILL NOT FIND THESE NUMBERS CHEAPER ELSEWHERE OR WE WILL REFUND THE DIFFERENCE! 


53 AA 
487 AAA 
592 AAE 
AAN 2G 
AAR 17N 
ABB 5S 
A858 GAL 
A836 GAL 
A880 GAL 
A879 GAL 
804 ABK 
24 BLE 
ABO 77T 
AB07 TTS 
AB07TTT 
477 ABU 
ABW 308C 
ACC 997A 
ACC 967A 
ACC 994A 
ACC 968A 
98 ACJ 
ACR 76V 
LAC 70N 
AAC 70N 
KAC 70N 
ADD 874 
AD15 SDN 
ADY 333V 
ADY 1 1 0D 
ADY 447D 
ADY 456D 
ADY 455D 
ADY 550D 
ADY 541 D 
ADY 540D 
ADY 569D 
ADY 574D 
ADY 484D 
ADY 584D 
ADY 585D 
ADY 553D 
ADY 563D 
ADY 586D 
ADY 534D 
AEG 486 
AEH 89C 
AES 163T 
AEW 994A 
AEY 247A 
AEG 701 S 
302 AFW 
AGO 751 
AGU 35T 
AGW 59N 
1338 AH 
843 AJB 
AJN 555K 
AJW 81 7M 
24 L 
HAL 4N 
444 LAN 
JOA 14N 
444 LAN 
RAL 41 N 
808 ALE 
All COT 
DAL 107T 
ALM 274B 
799 ALX 
PAM 1 1 D 
AMJ 40L 
AMJ 378F 
AMJ 377F 
AML210H 
ANG 61 IS 
ANN 112H 
ANN 934H 
ANN 816H 
ANN 797H 
ANN 809H 
ANN 783H 
ANP 264 A 
ANP 265 A 
ANT 177A 
ANT 159A 
ANT 237A 
ANT 153A 
ANT 155A 
ANV 61 A 
ANV 89A 
ANV 71 A 
A41 7 WAR 
6989 AP 
APE 69T 
APP 13S 
APT 97 
APY 97A 
APY 98A 
ARA71A 
ARA4Y 
ARA 83A 
ARA 95A 
ARA 82A 
ARA 425A 
ARA 122A 
ARA 42 7 A 
ARB 557A 
ARB 590A 
ARB 546A 
ARB 564A 
ARB 550A 
ARC 116R 
ARE 80Y 
ASO 479 
A5 FAD 
H15 HBY 
ATA 52A 
741 ATD 
ATE 257 
AUD 151V 
AUD 135V 
AUD 145V 
AUJ 71 6A 
AUJ 677A 
AVG 697S 
AVG 358S 
788 AWA 
AWE 732 
AWG 400 
G84 CON 


BAD 357T 
BAD 57T 
BAG 876S 
9 BAG 
6 BAG 
BAG 909S 
BAG 81 7S 
BAG 868S 
BAG 91 3S 
BAH 77T 
BAH 239W 
841 NES 
B4 LER 
K8 ANK 
B4 NEY 
BAR 121N 
BAR 121K 
BAR 120N 
BAR 71 N 
BAR 123T 
BAR 77N 
EBA 570N 
BAS 1 1 L 
BBA 53Y 


B4 SET 
BBA 570N 
8 ATY 
YBA 73S 

8 ATY 
7777 BB 

BBC 929B 
200 BBD 
BBH 699P 
BBK 69 
BBR 564 
4444 BC 
74 BCE 
82 BCJ 
555 BCJ 
296 BCJ 
BDK 85 
49 BDL 
B6 ATY 
BEA 570N 
BEA 57T 
BEA IT 

9 BEE 
BEG 367 
BEN 10V 
BEN 7T 
B3 REL 
F83 RRY 
E78 ERY 
EDB 35T 
TBE 57T 
BET 228 
BEZ 84 
BE 4210 
569 BFM 
BG 6372 
BGF2H 
BGR 36 

BGU 860G 
BHA 77T 
BHO 74R 
BHW 529A 
BHW 51 7A 
BHW 51 7A 
BIG 655 
BIG 8115 
BIG 59 
B16 GER 
B16TUM 
BIG 8411 
BIG 8115 
81 MBO 
TOP 131N 
A81 RKE 
ARB 150N 
B15 CHO 
913 BKE 
BKN 2T 
BKU 452B 
BKU 460B 
E81 AKE 
KBL 41 N 
B115 ETT 
BLM 835 
BLO 77S 
544 BLO 
BNG 23 
830 BNG 
BNH 85E 
BNR 8Y 
BOB 805S 
562 BOB 
BOC 862A 
BOG 74A 
BOD 56Y 
BCE 74A 
BOL701V 
BOL 77S 
BOL7T 
751 BOL 
BON 533R 
BOO 856X 
B008 53X 
BOO 85T 
CAB 805S 
REE 805S 
BOB 805S 
TAN 805S 
PEE 805S 
POW 805S 
SBC 55Y 
SHE 80S 
SHT 805S 
MFC 805S 
FAB 805S 
USA 805S 
VET 805S 
TBO 5S 
ROT 80S 
BOU 11 OH 
D80 WES 
LON 680X 
WAG 180X 
WWW 80X 
FUM 80Y 
3722 BP 
7334 BP 
3108 BP 
BPM 927 
BPR 654A 
BPR 655A 
BPR 657A 
957 BPW 
674 BPW 
BRA 99 
BRA7T 
BRA 1 7T 
BRA 77T 
BRA 991 T 
BRE 70T 
BRE 35Y 
BRE 78Y 
BRE 771Y 
BRE 223Y 
BRE 770T 
FBR 199S 
ABR 199S 
EBR 199S 
BBR 166S 
GBR 166S 
GBR 150N 
GBR 199S 
11 BRS 
BRU 3L 
CBR 750N 
BRY 41 7T 
B168 RYN 
BSL 559 
BSS 199M 
BTM 92L 
BTP 7B 
368 BTP 
321 BTT 
31 BTW 
BUG 223H 
A18 UNK 
TBU 12R 
SBU 12R 
K13 URN 
BUR 61 S 
BUST 
CBU 7T 
BBU 7T 
EBU 7T 
PBU 7S 
HBU 770N 
JBU 770N 
ABU 7T 


C 178 
CAB 805S 
CAB 50N 
CAB 574R 
HU11 CAB 
CAC 53Y 
CAD 50N 
CAE 11 OS 
CAL now 
C4 LEL 
XCA low 
BCA10W 
WCA low 
C411 LOW 
C4 NES 
S CA12R 
CAR 1 05K 
CAR 6N 
CAR 18F 
Cl 2 RON 
CAR 773R 
CAR 185T 
CAR 70N 
C412 ONS 
C4 REN 
PCA 123Y 
DCA 120L 
BCA 120L 
V8 0AR 
CAR 104T 
CAS 946A 
RCA 53Y 
CAS 11W 
CAS 867A 
CAS 883A 
CAS 862A 
CAS 878A 
CAS 876A 
CAS 956A 
CAS 983A 
CAS 877A 
CAS 879A 
CAS 842A 
CAS 995A 
CAS 886A 
CAS 885A 
CAS 944A 
CAS 935A 
CAS 926A 
CAS 930A 
CAS 929A 
CAS 934A 
CAS 933A 
CAS 887A 
CAS 884A 
CAS 650A 
CAS 841 A 
CAS 811 A 
CAS 899A 
CAS 835A 
CAS 898A 
CAS 677A 
CAS 668A 
CAS 590A 
CAS 638A 
CAS 641 A 
CAS 865A 
CAS 966A 
CAS 756A 
CAS 633A 
CAS 667A 
CAS 579A 
CAS 684A 
CAS 808A 
CAS 850A 
CAS 866A 
CAS 654A 
CAS 635A 
CAS 864A 
UCA 551 D 
CAS 952A 
C47 ONS 
CAV 380Y 
CAZ 235 
708 CBC 
353 CBK 
542 CBK 
567 CBM 
CBW 32V 
401 CCE 
536 CCE 
CCE 127 
7996 CD 
299 CDL 
CEY 64W 
CEY 189W 
CEY 63W 
208 CFG 
CG 6774 
RCH 41 M 
RCH 45M 
CHA210T 
RCH 44M 
RCH 34M 
RCH 33M 
C11 OKA 
CHO 74L 
CHU 88Y 
CIL 6575 
CIL 7601 
CJE 785 
927 CJF 
545 CJO 
414 CKN 
CKT26 
WCL 45S 
RCL41R 
TCL 41 R 
C112 VES 
CLU 88S 
CNU 59H 
CCA 77S 
CCA 57S 
CON 311V 
CON 4V 
COO 165T 
COO 180X 
333 COP 
COR 541 R 
COV311S 
COW 13S 
976 COX 
COX 792C 
COX 31V 
COX 576V 
CPA107T 
CPE 76 
CRA 161N 
CRA16L 
CRA 138L 
CRE3T 
CRE 45T 
CRE4T 
CRE 59Y 
CR15 PCO 
CRJ 110M 
CRJ 109M 


CRK 8H 
CS 2374 
2222 CS 
CST91A 
CST 89A 
CST 129A 
CTV 565K 
819 CUB 
CUP5S 
CUT 53T 
CUT 963K 
CV 9731 
224 CVA 
CVG 799F 
17 CVJ 
CYB 46 
CYN 119C 
CYN 700 


222 DA 
DAH 21T 
A99 DAL 
A227 DAN 
E859 DAN 
E290 DAN 
E897 DAN 
CAN 16L 
DAN 36H 
DAR 12T 
DAR 7S 
CAS 70R 
DAS 189 
DAS 188 
D4 SSU 
DAT 267 
DAV 15F 
DAV 135N 
DAV 15L 
DAV 135D 
DAV3N 
DAV 135 V 
DAW 17T 
529 DAY 
DBJ 49 
477 DBM 
DBR 23S 
DCZ9 
DCK 238B 
DCK 241 B 
DCK 59B 
DCK 94B 
DCK 92B 
DCK 68B 
DCK 53B 
DCK 75B 
DCK 231 B 
DCM 94Y 
7479 DD 
2522 DD 
DDE 96P 
DDE 99P 
DDE 98P 
DEB 501V 
DEE3L 
DEE 99X 
DEE 41 L 
DEE 585L 
M9 DEL 
DEL 128Y 
M9 DEL 
DEL 661 T 
DEM 953Y 
DES IN 
DEV3Y 
9074 DF 
8422 DF 
2986 DF 
46 DFC 
4016 DG 
DGW 401 B 
D34 BLO 
DIL 4802 
DIL 6646 
DIL 8858 
DJI 7757 
DJK 77E 
4859 DK 
947 DK 
639 DKH 
DM 6144 
DN 3754 
DNG 34 
192 DNR 
DOD 580Y 
DOL 781 
DOL 50N 
DOM 41V 
DOM 51 3K 
L36 DOM 
DON 875V 
DON 54V 
DON 39V 
DON 35V 
DON 63V 
DON 62V 
DON 42V 
DON 37V 
DOR 668 
454 DOR 
DOU 6K 
DOV 688 
DOW 17S 
5469 DP 
DRE 5S 
DRE 64N 
676 DRK 
DRR 520B 
DRR 51 7B 
DRR 504B 
DRS 266K 
DRS 262K 
DRS218D 
DRS 260J 
DRS 761 A 
DRS 759A 
DSJ 852 
DSM 73X 
DT 9695 
8908 DT 
426 DTP 
872 DTP 
DUG 55S 
DUG 528C 
DUG 425K 
DUG 237Y 
45 DVB 
DYL 101V 
DYW 15 
XEA 7X 


EAN 11V 
F6 EAN 
F8 EAN 
F7 EAN 
F9 EAN 
EAN IIS 
JEA501V 
El 7 VES 
EAZ7 
153 EBK 
9 ECD 
148 ECD 
667 ECD 
ECJ 99 
EDD 87T 
B16 EDD 


EDD 13Y 
EDD 1 1T 
EDD51T 
EDD 17T 
EDD 171T 
E6 ENS 
EDE 86R 
EDE 87R 
EDE 95R 
EDE 91 R 
EDE 89R 
EE 9471 
EFC 308A 
405 EFH 
4 EFJ 
509 EHA 
EHJ 904H 
EHJ 859P 
EHJ 958H 
EHL50 
EKA 750 
EL 67 
8127 EL 
5607 EL 
LEL 150N 
SEL 150N 
ELL 4Y 
ELL 187T 
LEL 107T 
ELL 152J 
SEL 50N 
ELW 15Y 
ELY 107T 
EMA 635S 
EMA 628F 
EMA 65K 
EMA 46X 
EMA 53X 
EMA 31 7X 
EMD 57B 
831 EMD 
ENR38 
90 ENR 
EPD 59V 
EPM 48V 
ERE3N 
ERG 73 
ESE 536 
EST 116D 
E551 TON 
EST 37D 
EST 87D 
8361 ET 
1306 ET 
ETA 18 
EUl 20 
EVE 383 
EVG 790H 
EVG 550H 
EVG 559H 
EVG 608H 
W5 EVO 
EVO 7V 
32 EWD 
7 EYL 


FAB 59S 
92 FAB 
FAB 118S 
F46 ANS 
FAJ 53L 
FAJ 51 L 
FAJ 56L 
5 FAJ 
FAK 13Y 
FAR 7Y 
TFA 12R 
FAS 77T 
FAC 80Y 
FAT 80Y 
FAT 138Y 
FAX 11V 
FBK 825 
FBR 83 
533 FCG 
FCR 888 
62 FCY 
9229 FD 
TFE4R 
F36 ANS 
HFE IN 
FLE 51 7Y 
FEY 309D 
FEY 308D 
FFB 81 1 
FIB 539 
FIL65 
FU\91T 
FLA 66S 
91 FLA 
645 FLD 
FLE 33T 
86 FLF 
1263 FM 
8179 FM 
3588 FM 
7553 FN 
2641 FN 
FNC 109C 
FON 6L 
FOO 71 Y 
AFC 12D 
FOS 733R 
572 FOT 
FOW 153X 
FOX 701V 
FOX 6S 
3 FCY 
7 FPP 
FRO 661 T 
FRO 64T 
FRO 57T 
FRO 664T 
FRY 5S 
FRY5V 
FUG 3Y 
SFU 11 ON 
FUR 70N 
FUR 3Y 
FUR 12Y 
FUR 9Y 
FVL 177M 
FVN 209J 
FWE 65H 
FYJ 777 
LSG 41 N 


GAL 73N 
64 LS 
GAM 81 1 N 
A688 GAP 
GAR 501 N 
GAR 189L 
G4 ROT 
GAR IX 
GAR ID 
GAR 140Y 
GAR 16N 
T6 ASK 
TPG 4S 
GAT3N 
G4 VEN 
GAV 117S 
GBF 82 
GCN 254 
693 GCR 


GDE 444W 
GEF 340V 
GEJ 20 
GEL 653L 
6 ENS 
GEN 77S 
GEP21 
166 ERY 
GER 1A 
63 RRY 
68 GFR 
GGL 273 
61 ANT 
GIL 15 
GJI 4728 
GJY 401 
GKC 50 
GKJ 85 
GKK 7V 
GL5918 
GLA231T 
H161 ENN 
GM 6585 
GNJ 63 
GNR 74 
GOB 5W 
GOB 58N 
GOB 81 L 
COO 560D 
GOL81N 
GOL 50N 
NGO ID 
GOO IE 
GCR 84N 
GCR 3Y 
GOV 88W 
GOW 9N 
999 GP 
8 GPR 
8GR 

GRA 990 N 
GRA78N 
GRA 790V 
GRA 758 N 
GRA 318V 
GRA 713V 
GRA 70N 
GRA 290V 
GRE 50N 
HGR 33N 
GGR 33N 
GRE 694K 
GRE 16K 
GRE 33N 
ERE3N 
GRE IN 
GRE 61 ON 
GRE 950N 
GRE 169N 
83 GRE 
GRE 609N 
6 RUB 
GRY 565N 
GSG 86 
GSK 779 
GSK 337 
GSL 734 
76 GTG 
GUI 1 
T900 GUN 
GUN 58N 
GUR HIT 
GUS 74R 
6 UV 
73 GYM 
T8 GYM 


3207 HA 
8473 HA 
HAB 40S 
HAB 18J 
HAB 18N 
HAB 40J 
HAB 86N 
HAB 84S 
HAG 3E 
HAH 11V 
HAH 460T 
478 HAJ 
HAL 58N 
HAL 4N 
HAL 550N 
H417 SEN 
HAN 56N 
HAN 120W 
J114 NDS 
HAP 3N 
APY 64A 
HAR81Y 
HAR 7T 
HAR 13L 
HRT 50N 
WHA 121S 
VHA 121S 
HAR 153N 
HAR 19Y 
HAR 775Y 
H4TAC 
GHA 770N 
HAT 58N 
HAW 50N 
851 HBC 
415 HBC 
HBF 406 
HC 7831 
HCT 58 
HDS 259G 
HDS 261 G 
MHE4P 
KHE4P 
HED 63N 
HEG 50N 
HEL31V 
HEL 317V 
HEL317S 
HEL 41V 
HEN 70N 
HEN 570N 
HEN 71 N 
HES 70N 
HES 46 
HEW 177W 
HEW 377S 
HEX3N 
98 HFK 
38 HGG 
AAH 188S 
ADH 188S 
Sill CKS 
HIL 157 
906 HJF 
200 HKJ 
242 HKL 
HL 8674 
146 HLU 
HN 5141 
HNM 5 
HO 1234 
HOB 135N 
HOB 850N 
HOB 85L 
HOB 50W 
HOB 85H 
JHO 850N 
HOD 635N 
T33 HOG 
HOL 73N 


HOL 70N 
HOL 78N 
HOL7W 
HOC 50N 
HOC 531 N 
HOR 53N 
HOR 58N 
HOR 733N 
HOR 701 N 
HOR 702N 
F110 RNE 
HOT 70N 
448 HOV 
HOV 154W 
HOW 477J 
HOY 733N 
8927 HP 
9287 HP 
HRT 81 
928 HTW 
HUB42D 
SHU 88S 
HUG 637T 
HUG 35N 
HUG 637S 
HUI 19 
HUM 33R 
HUM 813S 
HUN 7N 
HUN 71N 
HUP IN 
HUR 7Y 
144 HUR 
HUR 57V 
HUR 57T 
CHU 770N 
HUT 10V 
HUT 76N 
WHU 770N 
HUT 701 N 
HUT 71 N 
474 HYD 
9 HYE 
HYE 28 
9301 BH 


JA 3638 
JAB 81 N 
JAC 58N 
JAC 264 N 
JAC 941V 
JAC 680V 
A864 JAC 
JAC 687V 
JAC 946V 
JAD 35V 
JAG 163Y 
JAK 356W 
JAL 53N 
JAM 190W 
JAM 53E 
JAM 53M 
JAM 943N 
JAN 35S 
JAN 35A 
B898 JAN 
E259 JAN 
JAP 5 
JAP 17N 
JAR 35Y 
JAR 60N 
JAR 120N 
JAR 50N 
JAR 450N 
HJA 50N 
J45 ONB 


JKN 7V 
JKS 48P 
82 JLA 
JM 8753 
JMA 907K 
587 JMP 
JMR 702 
JN 3773 
4407 JN 
JOA 14N 
JDB 50N 
C233 JOE 
JOG 3R 
C994 JON 
JON IK 
JOH 17P 
JON 49E 
JON 53N 
JOS 11L 


KAR 12Y 
KAR 317V 
KAR 31 7P 
KAS 839 
KAS210 
KAS 160 
KAS 842 
KAS 802 
KAS 136 
KAS 170 
KAT35V 
KAW52N 
KAW 51 N 
KAW53N 
KAW54N 
KAW63N 
KAW56N 
KAW59N 
KAW85N 


KIB 714 
K1 DUM 
KJ 1673 
1111 KJ 
KJC211G 
KJK 969 
KKR 57 
KLJ 351 N 
342 KM 
4976 KM 
KMB 775 
KNE 109N 
491 KOD 
KOR 12Y 
KOT6Y 
889 KOV 
KPR 41 
KPW 239N 
KPW 535N 


CHOOSE YOUR 
INITIALS!! 


1 . First pick letters with 
A-E, G, H, J-Y 

2. Numbers 1-20 (higher 
numbers subject to availability) 

3. Add your 3 letters (not I, Q or Z) 


Bie EDD 


Current Style Plates 

1 . First pick 2 letters (not I, Q or Z) 

2. Choose from 51, 02, 52, 03, 53 
04, 54, 05, 55, 06, 56, 07, etc 

3. Add 3 letters (not I or Q) 


gCR15 PCO 


JOY 376N 
JPB 448C 
532 JRR 
JRS 90V 
JSA 228G 
JSH 552 
JSK 204 
JSR 640 
JSS 963N 
JSS 960N 


KAW64N 
KAY 537V 
KAY 88V 
KAY 83V 
KBL 29N 
KBL 39N 
KBL 31 N 
KBL 45N 
KBL 36N 
KBL 35N 


KPW 489N 
KPW 237N 
93 KRD 
KRG 99 
KS 7967 
KSA 178F 
KSC 226D 
KSC 224D 
KSP3 
700 KTF 


LDD 87 
LDS 509A 
LEE 366 
LEE5N 
LEG 785W 
LEG 6P 
LEG 37T 
LEN 941 H 
LEN 181P 
LEN 297P 
LEP 84 
LES 13R 
LEV 177V 
LEV 177Y 
LEV 177J 
LEW 847H 
.FM 407N 
.FM 436N 
.FM 457N 
-FM 427N 
568 LHA 
1 YMO 
LKO 555 
LNB 269 
LOG 41 X 
LOF 4X 
28 LOL 
LOM 45S 
LON 680X 
LOO 138V 
BIO PES 
708 LOP 
LOR3R 
LOR 77F 
LOU 153P 
LOU 15N 
LOU 159P 
BIO UTH 
LOU 158P 
59 LOV 
LOV 3P 
7 LOW 
LOW 31 2Y 
LOX 500 
214 LPA 
LRP 7V 
LRP 51 M 
LRS 72 
LS 3903 
LSB 3H 
LSG 42N 
LSG 48N 
LSG 47N 
LSP 93 
LT728 
LUC 180X 
LUD 113S 
LUE 7V 
LUE5P 
LUG 70P 
LUR4L 
LVA11 
LWG 66 
LYC3E 
LYL3N 
LYN 81 4X 
LYN 78P 
E282 LYN 
LYN 87X 


'summer CLEAROUf' 

AUJ 677A 

EVG 790H 

UCA 657D 

AUJ 71 6A 

LFM 436N 

XEY 349 B 

BBH 699P 

GEL 653L 

NWF 28P 

BOU 11 OH 

JVG 757M 

NWJ 580D 

BVG 560E 

LCL 628A 

ONT 52P 

CNU 59H 

LFM 427N 

TTU 624H 

DRR 504B 

KEG 793Y 

REY 446S 


AES 163T 
AEY 247A 
ANP 264A 
BKU 452B 
BKU 460B 
BPR 657A 
CVG 799F 
CYN 1 1 9C 
DGW 401 B 


NJA 50N 
GJA 50N 
JAS 796 
JAT 117T 
JAT 137T 
JAV51W 
JAW 964 
LOJ 4X 
JAY 51 N 
JAY 833N 
A199 JAY 
A364 JAY 
JAZ 59 
JBB 906 
JBM 990F 
JCR 999P 
JDY 200 
JE 3278 
JEE IP 
JEL 50N 
JEM 41 
11 JEM 
JEP 35H 
RJE5S 
JES 53P 
JEY616F 
JEY617F 
59 JGN 
24 JGN 
7127 JH 
JHU 604N 
JJ 5067 
758 JKA 
M9 JKC 


DRS 21 8D 
DRS 262K 
DRS 761 A 
EHJ 958H 
EVG 550H 
HDS 261 G 
JSS 962N 
JSS 963N 


JSS 966N 
JSS 962N 
JST 284N 

817 KBM 

87 KBP 

73 KBP 


JTR 308D 

KBS 5 

6888 KV 

JUD 68S 

KOD 419 

5426 KV 

JUF 648 

KCH 69N 

KWA83 

JUK5W 

KCH 55N 

KWC 688 

JUL 104N 

KCH 38N 

KYA 51 N 

JUL 16N 

B16 KCH 

K77 KYD 

JUL 106N 

KCH 75N 

84 KYD 

JUL 113N 

KCH 68N 

KYL 13M 

JUL 108N 

KCH 56N 

KYL 38K 

JUL 110N 

KCH 59N 

KYL 13S 

5 JUN 

KCH 73N 

9 KYM 

JVG 757M 

KCH 62N 

KYM 774X 

JVG 756M 

KCH 74N 


JVG 650M 

KCH 76N 

L 

JWO 96N 

KDG 89 

24 L 

2604 JW 

KEA 524 

LAB 37T 

JWO 84N 

KEG 793Y 

LAL 14W 

JY 632 

KEN 33P 

LAM 88B 

JY9184 

K3 NOC 

LAM 85P 

JYC 25 

KEN 5S 

B16 LAP 

JYM 297K 

KEN 51 P 

BUY 14W 

KEN 14P 

LAW59W 

K 

KEN 54P 

LAY ION 

913 KAB 

4317 KF 

LAY 685 

KAE 112B 

KFC 47 

LAZ8 

KAJ 58N 

KFM 73 

LBF57 

KAJ 53N 

KGD 71 L 

31 LBF 

KAJ 68N 

111 KGE 

LBK 513 

KAJ 69N 

KGL83 

LCL 628A 

KAJ 67N 

KGW 905A 

LCL 707A 

KAL 550N 

KHC 3Y 

LCL 749A 


RHR 255C 
RMO 112R 
STO 788F 


WRT 96A 
WRT 97A 
YEL 361 S 


MAH 41 P 
MAH 33D 
MAH 41 E 
MAL 338W 
MAL 119W 
MAL 357P 
MAL 740W 
MAL 261 W 
MAR 437V 
MRR low 
MAR 63L 
MAR 647E 
MAR 63P 
MAR 77V 
MAR 771V 
MRR 19W 
MAS 73R 
MAS6Y 
MAS 537 
MAY 598P 
MAY 698 
MAY 769F 
MBC 978 
MBH 31 H 
MBH 3L 
35 MC 
9818 MC 
MCE 929 
MCV 4N 
MCW 84G 
MCW 95G 
MCW 89G 
MCW 94G 
MCY 94E 


MCY 226K 
MCY 92E 
MCY 71 E 
MCY 75E 
MDM 653G 
MDM 655G 
3511 ME 
LFM 31 ON 
MEL154P 
NME 110R 
MEL 15F 
MEL145P 
MEP 52A 
MES 878 
MES 53Y 
MFA54 
MFC 805S 
MFF 949 
MFC 283 
MGL 976 
9339 MH 
4521 MH 
MHK9P 
222 MHY 
338 MJH 
MJU 2 
MLO 17 
MLC IIP 
MLC 14P 
598 MM 
6728 MM 
179 MM 
740 MM 
167 MMT 
MNH 69K 
MNH 63K 
MNN 50D 
MNN 38D 
MNN 48D 
MNN 60D 
MNN 43D 
MNN 49D 
MNN 34D 
MNN 53D 
MNN 37D 
MNN 22D 
MCA 72X 
MOC 7P 
MCE 96P 
MCE 856P 
MCE 566X 
MCE 333X 
440 MOG 
MOG 735X 
MOG 81 OX 
MOG 772X 
UMO 110Y 
RMO 113R 
MOL 73N 
Ml OCR 
MOR 73R 
MOR 155R 
MOR 31 8Y 
MOS51S 
MOS 55S 
MOT 3L 
MOV 13X 
MOW 9R 
MOW 3R 
MOW 13R 
MCY 124P 
6 MPR 
MRC 50P 
MRC 51 P 
MRC 41 P 
MRC 46P 
MRR 38P 
MRR 45W 
B9 MSR 
MT 2069 
MTT 606 
MTW 555C 
9158 MV 
MVG 720C 
MVG 71 OC 
MVG 740C 
MW 8743 
286 MW 
MWC 6P 
MWL 45 
444 MWP 
111 MYC 
MYR 4P 
MYR 46X 


NAD 99M 
NAD 9P 
NAJ 18P 
NAJ 18W 
NAN 70N 
NAS 70R 
NAS 54R 
NAS 653 
NAS 13R 
N45 EER 
NAS 671 
NAS 45H 
NAS 628 
N4 THS 
NAT IIS 
NAV 303F 
NAV 330S 
NAV 306F 
NAV 297F 
NAV 309 F 
NAV 289F 
NAV 304F 
NAV317F 
NAV 288F 
NAV 287F 
NAV 295F 
NAV 300 F 
NAV 292 F 
1807 NB 
6506 NB 
NBD 52 
NBN 50 
9273 NC 
96 NCG 
NCP 267 
6553 ND 
NDD 958 
NED 87P 
NEE 42 
EHN 335H 
NEJ 37R 
NEJ 39R 
NEJ 38R 
NEJ 30R 
NEJ 65R 
NEJ 64R 
NEW 574R 
NEW 55S 
NEW 42P 
NEW 31 P 
NFC 309S 
NHE 488 
NHS 29N 
NHS 81 N 
NIB 3333 
NIW 72 
NJ 4544 
NJ 364 
8023 NK 
204 NKE 
840 NKR 
424 NKR 


NMG 98 
6 NMK 
805 NNN 
95 NNO 
NNW5 
279 NOB 
NOB 80X 
NOB 13X 
NOB 56X 
NOH 712 
NOM 88 
JNO 74Y 
NOW 549 
NOW 938 
NPA910 
NPC310 
NRG 71 
2222 NS 
NSE 87V 
NTL 141F 
79 NTW 
NUS 7Y 
NUT IE 
NV 9830 
NWF 28P 
NWJ 580D 
NWT5 
NYC 6L 
NYK 5Y 
3748 NZ 

O 

OAK 7M 
OAK 3S 
B1 CAP 
CAP 972 
CD 620 
ODE 139F 
ODE 117F 
ODE 122F 
ODE 141F 
ODE 119F 
ODE 112F 
ODE 116F 
OK 9362 
OLY 268P 
OMY 452P 
ONE 7L 
ONE 11H 
ONT 52P 
CO 2698 
CO 1066 
OW 153P 


PAB 436 
PAD 63T 
PAD 335R 
PAD 742 
PAD 260W 
PAG 33E 
PAL5M 
PAL 70R 
PAM 222 R 
PAM 8R 
PAM 14R 
E7 PAM 
E5 PAM 
PAM 1 1 D 
PAM 16R 
PAM 50R 
PAM 15R 
PAM 153R 
PAN 7S 
PAO 105P 
PAO 106P 
PAO 107P 
PAO 108P 
PAR 777S 
PAR 53L 
PAR 37H 
PAS 533S 
PAS 5S 
PAT 47M 
E3 PAT 
PAT 31 S 
PAT18M 
A972 PAT 
E5 PAT 
D735 PAT 
PAT 34M 
SI 21 PAT 
A460 PAT 
A709 PAT 
PAU 144R 
PAL 1 1 L 
PAV 62J 
K7 PAY 
PAZ6 
PAZ4 
PAZ 1 
PBE 39 
PBN 822 
PCS 81 R 
5376 PE 
PEA 73R 
PEE 805S 
PEG 5R 
PEG 555 
PEN 155S 
PEN 677S 
PEN 115S 
PEP3R 
PEP 8R 
PEP 53Y 
PER 121N 
PER 177N 
PER 855 
PET 80Y 
RPE 73R 
PET 73R 
RPE 76R 
2620 PF 
4244 PF 
19 PFM 
PFN 25S 
1256 PG 
PG 8016 
5695 PG 
8 PGJ 
5655 PH 
3745 PH 
PHA 998 
PHH 153P 
PHH 57P 
Pill LUK 
Pill LOK 
PHJ 863K 
PHW 27R 
PHW 28R 
PHW 29R 
PIA 9746 
JVP IE 
PIJ 3252 
PIL 111 
PIL4 
PIL 15 
3588 PJ 
7461 PJ 
655 PJH 
2429 PK 
693 PKJ 
PLA3R 
BPL 47T 
PLA 73R 
APL 47T 
PLE 888 
PMA 96D 


PMB 890L 
PN 7018 
LPO 11 1Y 
POM 333Y 
POM 3Y 
PON 66Y 
POT IN 
POT312S 
POW 805S 
POW 31 IF 
4288 PP 
2688 PP 
482 PPE 
PPP 475 
PRC 53W 
PRC 57W 
PRE 553R 
PRO 553R 
PRU 783 
PSN 690H 
PTH 37S 
PTH 67S 
PTH 34S 
PTH 52S 
PTH 64S 
PTH 38S 
PTK 90 
PTM 499 
7 PTS 
PUE 236 
PUL 58Y 
GPU 113N 
PUL 14N 
A6 PUM 
PUT 8R 
PUT 3R 
PUT 73R 
PUT 71 N 
PW 109D 
PW 73D 
PWA 58K 
52 PWC 
PWK 3G 
PWN 6Y 
PWN 900R 
49 PYD 


9498 R 
3091 R 
1924 RA 
752 RAE 
RAE 785G 
897 RAE 
RAF 537Y 
RAF 17Y 
JRA 63N 
RAJ 41 7M 
RAM 303S 
RAM 340H 
RAN 386L 
RAN 737E 
RAS 914 
RAS 74S 
RAS 916 
RAT 113R 
472 RAT 
RAT 553R 
RAV 86R 
RAV 276X 
RAV 934R 
RAV 769X 
RAY 84R 
RAY 93R 
RAY 56W 
RAY 24R 
RAY 85R 
RAY 92 R 
RAY 81 R 
RAZ59 
RAZ21 
872 RBH 
RC 5807 
3 RCA 
RCH 84M 
RCH 94M 
RCH 48M 
RCH 26M 
RCH 24M 
1569 RD 
RD 388 
RD 3197 
RDB3R 
751 RDV 
916 REA 
REC 703R 
RED 64R 
RED 51 R 
REE 805S 
REG 45M 
REG 41 7R 
REG 51 R 
REG 428G 
REG 41 7X 
REG 41 7M 
REH 308 
REN 41 3S 
REY 446S 
REY4T 
333 RFM 
RFM 828L 
RG 6659 
RG 8305 
RG 3805 
RHR 257C 
RHR 255C 
RIA 932 
RJG 176G 
RJG 571 
6475 RK 
267 RKJ 
RMA 498 
207 RML 
RMO 112R 
RMO 115R 
RNN 91 M 
RNP9L 
ROB 83Y 
ROB 81 3Y 
ROD 53N 
ROF3R 
ROG 63R 
ROJ 6R 
R86 ERS 
RDG 6R 
ROG 33R 
R6 LER 
R9 LER 
ROM 93Y 
ROM 6Y 
RON 581 R 
RON 843M 
RON 582Y 
RON 586R 
RON 361Y 
RON 862M 
RON 91 3R 
RON 336R 
RON 687R 
RON 851 Y 
RON 897M 
RON 579Y 
RON 81 OR 
ROO 1 73Y 
TED 120S 
ROW 113Y 
ROW 41 7S 
ROX 103Y 


197 RPD 
RPE 8 
RPF9 
RRL 53S 
RSY 4L 
RUB3R 
ERU 8Y 
ARU 8Y 
RUB 83R 
RUD4L 
RUG 3R 
RUG 63R 
RUG 8R 
RUS 31 W 
RUS 1H 
RUS 683M 
RUS 3L 
LRU 5H 
RV 9208 
RVG 11 
RYK 895 
RYL 3S 
SAB 133Y 
S17 JNA 
C54 LLY 


SAL 73R 
WSA 11Y 
H541 MON 
LSA 11Y 
SAL 709X 
SAL 7T 
SAL 754X 
SAL 556X 
SAL 985N 
SAN 174Y 
E54 NDS 
W54 NDS 
SAP 50N 
SAR4M 
SAR 81 R 
SAV 382 M 
SAV 49E 
SAV 376M 
SAX 944 
SAY 170R 
SAY 3R 
SAZ 1 
SBD 34 
283 SBJ 
SBL 40M 
SCA 74P 
SCA 71 P 
SCA 73P 
SCA 73R 
SCA 12R 
SCA 83P 
SCA 119P 
SCO 71 3L 
SCR 33N 
SEL 50N 
SER 141S 
SET 805S 
SET IIS 
SEV 99W 
COO 153X 
NET 53X 
11 SOX 
VEG 53X 
RUF 53X 
UNE 53X 
SEY 63L 
391 SFM 
SGN 700 
RSH 4W 
SHA61N 
SHA 66R 
SHA 24R 
SHA 41 N 
SHE 80Y 
SHE 138Y 
SHE412S 
SHE 24R 
SHE8Y 
SHE 458Y 
SHE 12S 
SHE 12Y 
SHT 805S 
SHO 128 
SHO 127S 
SI HOE 
SHO 12T 
SHP 51 OW 
SHP9N 
SHR 13Y 
SHU 88S 
SHY 805S 
F51 DHU 
D951 MON 
LPR51M 
RED 51 R 
SJW 130G 
SKE 114M 
497 SKJ 
SKY419S 
SKY 766S 
SLA 93R 
SLA 73R 
SLK 51 R 
SMA 113R 
SMA 127L 
SI 7 OWS 
SI 0 AMS 
SOE 8Y 
SOL 36Y 
05 OLD 
SON 580Y 
SON 7E 
J950 UTH 
SOU 150N 
SOY3R 
SOY6R 
SPE 19R 
SP09 NOE 
642 SPG 
SPU 125R 
SPU 12M 
SPU 12R 
SPY 50N 
SPY 80X 
SRL 89M 
SRL 93M 
SS 3504 
SSB 51 2L 
SSG 86P 
SSG 95P 
SSG 96P 
SSG 93P 
SSG 989P 
SSG 83P 
SSG 94P 
SSG 89P 
SSN 691 
K57 AGG 
F5TAG 
B57 AGG 
FDS 733D 
D15TEV 
STE 874S 
W 570KES 
9 TOP 
F57 OCK 
H57 ONE 
STO 788F 
W57 OCK 
STR 470N 
A451 STU 


S7 UBS 
5TUD 
607 STU 
STU 255V 
STU 985L 
STU 601 R 
STU 31 8L 
STU 395L 
STU 81 3L 
STU 106V 
STU 295V 
SUB 84R 
SUB 3R 
SUB4R 
8025 UE 
78 SUE 
SUE 89W 
83 SUE 
SUL 114N 
SVR 45H 
SUS51R 
SUT 13R 
SUT 78N 
SUT 16R 
SV 9561 
SV 7757 
SVR 52 H 
SVR 78H 
SVR 59H 
SYD 769 
L66 SYM 
SYM 78 
2536 SZ 


215 T 
TAF 50N 
TAH 533N 
TAJ 734R 
TAJ 736R 
TAL 81 R 
TAL 881 R 
TAL 87R 
TAL 181R 
TAL 131R 
TAL9R 
TAM 99S 
TAN 14Y 
TAN 14M 
TAN 170Y 
TAR 44M 
TAS 235 
TAY 116R 
TAY 483R 
TAY 119R 
TBD 5W 
TBE 95 
TOE 7 
5309 TD 
TDU 8 
T34 MUK 
TED 661 S 
TED 5S 
TED 978S 
TED 298S 
TED 972S 
TEF 74R 
TEF 79R 
TEF 54R 
TEF 51 R 
TEF 75R 
TEN 7T 
TEN 111 
TES 54K 
TEX3R 
TFC 489 
THE 123S 
THH 58R 
THH 59R 
THH 57R 
TIA 4216 
TIB 8 
TIL 75 
TIL 7 
TIL 3 
TIL 15 

71 MMO 
97 TKE 
550 TM 
TNG 94J 
TNT 145R 
TNU 700 
TNW81 

TOB813Y 
HI 5 TOE 
TOG 3Y 
TOL16Y 
TOL5H 
TOM 45N 
TOM 45S 

72 TOM 
TOP 55S 

9 TOP 
TOS 80X 
TOY 5 
290 TPE 
TPP 1 
TRA 1 73R 
TRD 900 
TRE 54R 
TRE 113R 
608 TRE 
TRE 5G 
TRO 73R 
TRY 913 
TSO 240R 
TSO 157R 
407 TTC 
TTM 45 
TTU 624H 
7354 TU 
TUD 348 
TUD 496 
TUI 6 
TUK1L 
TUN 358 
TUT 73R 
TVV75F 
TVV86F 
TVV76F 
8184 TW 
5593 TW 
TWO 681 
TYS4 


VA 12 
VA2 
VAC 484 
VAL 796Y 
VAL 169Y 
621 VAL 
VAL 769Y 
MCV4N 
VAZ21 
VBJ 4 
4401 VC 


555 VC 
VC 138 
VEA 73S 
VEN 1111 
VFC 99 
VG 5830 
VIL4 
V15 OME 
VJ 8530 
VN 9223 
VOB 8S 
VON 579J 
VOR 2T 
9 VP 
V6 VRF 
VRT 234 
VTE9 
VTE 12 
VUK 35H 
49 VWC 


5013 WA 
WA842 
WAC 180X 
883 WAE 
WAE 106D 
WAG 31 2S 
WAH 330S 
WAH 10S 
KPW 41 N 
WAL 84Y 
WAL 35S 
WAL 83Y 
WAL 35Y 
234 WAL 
JWA170N 
W4 NES 
WAP 937 
WAR 54W 
731 WAR 
PWA 77S 
WBZ3 
1589 WE 
2089 WE 
WEB 55N 
NWE 8B 
WEL 44N 
WEL 15X 
WES 57T 
WES 111 
AWE 57T 
WES 96K 
WES 7A 
WES 133K 
EPW 35T 
WES 137K 
BWE 57T 
WES 150K 
WES 7S 
WES 139K 
WES 71T 
WES 155K 
W377 ONS 
6449 WF 
WGE 555 
WGV 59 
W115 OND 
W115 ONS 
W157 OWS 
2484 WJ 
WJF 541 
WKA 1 
WLF 638M 
WLL4 
WM 7710 
982 WMB 
WMR 187 
JWO 81 N 
JWO 83N 
JWO 133N 
JWO 94N 
JWO 71 N 
WP 4687 
WPG 690 
WPE 1Y 
WPJ 9 
WRA 66S 
WRA9G 
WRA9S 
WRA 99S 
WRA2S 
WRA7S 
WRS 75 
WRT 96A 
WRT 93A 
WRT 84A 
WRT 97A 
WRT 94A 
WRT 1 03A 
WRT 82A 
WRT 83A 
WRT 87A 
WS 361 
WSL 283 
441 WU 
WV 9957 
WWW 80X 


YAL 6S 
YAS 907 
YAS 662 
KYA 51 N 
YAS 230 
JYA 51 N 
YAS 511V 
YAS 111V 
YAS 673 
YAS 559 
YAS 560 
YAW 536Y 
YAX 69 
YOG 40 
YEA 7S 
YEL 377S 
YEL 361S 
YEL 353S 
YEL 754 
YGA 919 
YGY 460S 
YJT 508M 
YLM 466 
853 YMB 
YMG 111 
YOL4T 
YRJ 101 A 
YTG 83 
557 YUK 
942 YUS 
643 YUS 
YWL314 


TEL; 0116 236 0116 

P.O. BOX 888 Anstey Leicester LE7 7ZJ 


S.OOam to S.OOpm 
7 Days a Week 

100 OOO’s of 
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The idea of sending drive to aii four-wheels is no new thing 
for BMW, as before the xDrive brand there was the iX. . . 

Words: Simon Holmes Photography: Dave Smith 
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E30 325iX TOURING 


W hen Audi introduced the four-wheel 
drive quattro in 1980, it changed 
the car nnarket, and the BMW brand, 
forever. The quattro was a key 
reason why so many cars are 
offered with a choice of two- or four-wheel drive 
today and why the xDrive brand exists at all. 

Of course, the concept of sending drive to all four 
wheels wasn't actually anything new; you could order 
a Jensen Interceptor with four-wheel drive back in the 
late 1960s. You could also argue that if Audi hadn't 
done it then another manufacturer inevitably would 
have. Whilst that is true, Audi marketed the quattro 
superbly. The brand committed to the technology, 
launched it on a large scale, marketed its abilities 
shrewdly and backed it all up with instant motorsport 
success. All of this ensured the all-wheel drive 
technology rapidly gained positive interest with the 
public and car manufacturers alike. 

Rival car brands soon wanted a part of the buzz 
Audi had both created and cornered, but it wasn't 
necessarily for the gains the four-wheel drive system 
actually offered. Instead, it was the marketing kudos 
of being at the forefront of technological design and 
innovation. The increased traction the technology 
brought with it did improve safety, ability and 
performance but manufacturers such as BMW clearly 
weren't ready to invest heavily in four-wheel drive just 
yet. That's why it only offered just one four-wheel 
drive model at first: the 325iX. 

Revealed at the 1985 Frankfurt motorshow the 
car's four-wheel drive transmission system was 


supplied by the UK company Ferguson. The firm 
certainly had the credentials for the job, as it 
happened to be the same company that supplied 
the four-wheel drive conversions to the 
aforementioned Jensen Interceptors many years 
beforehand. The supply arrangement with 
Ferguson was actually the same system used by 
Ford for use in the Sierra. Like Ford, BMW then 
integrated it into the 325iX using its own parts, 
which was relatively simple. The engine itself was a 
standard 170hp 2.5-litre straight-six, selected as the 
weight penalties and transmission losses that 
would accompany the four-wheel drive system 
would be less noticeable with it. 

The gearbox, too, was a standard item shared 
with a regular 325i, which meant the 325iX could 
be selected with either a manual or automatic. But 
as drive left the back of the transmission it was fed 
straight into a central transfer box, fitted with a ZF 
supplied viscous coupling to act as a locking 
differential and to distribute the power between the 
front and rear axles. There were no electronics to 
govern the differentials but if one set of wheels 
started spinning, the centre viscous coupling was 
able to redistribute power to the opposing axle. 
Unlike other four-wheel drive systems of the time, 
that meant the iX was permanently powered by all 
four wheels, with a bias of 37/63 towards the rear. 
Or, as BMW described it, one-third to the front and 
two-thirds to the rear, a ratio selected to suit the 
car's natural weight distribution under acceleration. 
A regular propshaft transferred the power straight 


from the centre differential to a normal rear axle 
setup, which was also fitted with another viscous 
locking differential to evenly divide power between 
both rear wheels. 

At the front, things were a little different. An 
internal, multiple-row chain connected the centre 
differential to an offset, external propshaft that ran 
back alongside the gearbox and engine towards 
the front differential placed in the nearside of the 
engine bay, right next to the sump. Here things 
were a little tight as the front driveshafts required a 
straight run directly into the hubs. So to achieve 
the correct angle, a new sump design was 
introduced that would allow the offside driveshaft 
to pass through it completely. Next, the whole 
subframe had to be shifted forward for clearance, 
which also required a new lower wishbone design. 
The original power steering and anti-roll bar setup 
were retained, remounted slightly further forward, 
whilst the front struts were slightly repositioned 
and used different spring supports. Altering the 
kingpin angle also achieved a natural negative 
offset geometry, which helped reduce the car's 
tendency to understeer now that drive was going 
to the front wheels. The ride height was also 
increased and the overall front end track widened 
by 13mm. This subsequently required wheel arch 
extensions and slightly puny 6x1 4-inch steel 
wheels were employed to fill them, although there 
was an option for larger TDX alloy wheels that 
came only in metric sizes. 

Elsewhere, changes were made to the car's 
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E30 325iX TOURING 



(i 


transmission tunnel to house the centrally-mounted 
transfer box and the original ABS system was tweaked 
to cope better with low speed braking on slippery 
surfaces. Unlike the rear, the front differential was a 
standard open affair without an LSD and the rear 
differential ratio was a slightly livelier 3.73:1 ratio for 
the manual, or 3.9:1 for the automatic. That helped 
improve low down performance, but the 90kg weight 
penalty for the extra differentials and shafts meant 
acceleration suffered compared to a two-wheel drive 
325i. Despite the added traction off the line, 

0-62mph now took 9.0 seconds, whilst top speed 
dropped to 131 mph. 

The 325iX was only available in left-hand drive 
configuration and, initially, as a two-door Coupe or 
four-door Saloon. You could actually order one 
through BMW UK for a short time and around 40 
examples were thought to have been supplied in this 
way. Elsewhere, sales were significantly more pleasing 
but never truly substantial, and around 30,000 were 
built in total from 1986 to 1992. 

Finding any example now is as rare as hen's teeth, 
especially in the UK, and the Touring, which was 
introduced towards the end of the iX's production 
run, was the rarest of them all. The larger load-lugger 
was much the same as the Coupe and Saloon 
counterparts with one exception that makes it rather 
unique. At the rear, the Touring was fitted with 
ventilated discs, a feature that isn't found on any 
other E30 model, including the M3. 

The fine example pictured here is currently for sale 
at BMW specialist JFI Classic Cars and is a genuine 
one-owner car. Ordered in 1990 by a British family 
living in Switzerland, it was imported to the UK when 
it was less than a year old and has lived here ever 
since. That seems quite remarkable considering the 
car is in such good condition and it's not just been 
parked in storage either, having covered 122,000km 







m 
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Raised ride height is more noticeable from 
this angle. The arch extensions were put 
in place to account for the increased 
track, which was 1 3mm wider at the 
front but only 1 mm at the rear 
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(around 75,000 miles) in its time. And yet not only 
does it look nearly new both inside and out but it 
feels factory-fresh to drive, as I find out first-hand 
when I'm offered a chance to take the wheel on the 
glorious mountain roads of the Brecon Beacons. It 
seems like the ideal hunting ground to experience 
and exploit the car's rare four-wheel drive credentials 
and unique characteristics. 

Reassuringly, the first thing I notice is this particular 
car has very good brakes with plenty of early pedal 
feel, which is a rare trait for an E30 nowadays. But 
aside from the left-hand drive driving position, it has 
to be said that the perhaps the strangest thing about 
the 325iX is that it all feels very normal. I'm not quite 
sure what I'm expecting from the car really, but it 
soon becomes apparent that on the straighter 
sections of Tarmac I'm currently meandering along at 
a decent pace it feels no different to any other 
standard E30 I've driven. At this level you genuinely 
couldn't tell that all the wheels are propelling the car. 

The story changes when it comes to a much 
tighter turn, of which there happen to be many here. 
Then, you soon find you can enter the corner with a 
decent pace, just like a regular E30 but, unlike a 


regular E30, the car doesn't exhibit the normal signs. 
Usually, you would be ready to correct the inevitable 
touch of oversteer that comes from this scenario and 
yet here you turn in, accelerate and nothing seems to 
happen except the car glides its merry way around 
the tightening turn. When pushed a little harder there 
are early signs of understeer, no doubt hampered by 
the large profile snow tyres that are fitted as much as 
anything else, yet still the front end seems to dig 
down, dig in and pull the car through with a 
reassuring tug towards the corner's apex. The tail- 
happy rear end's wayward traits can soon be 
forgotten as the other end does what it's supposed to 
and without kicking up much of a fuss. It's all pretty 
refined, and there's no unrest or nasty bite, to the 
car's handling characteristics, which makes it 
refreshingly pleasing. 

The performance itself does seem a little subdued 
compared to a regular 325i, just as the figures 
suggest, but there's plenty of torque to go around, 
which certainly helps. An automatic wouldn't quite be 
so fun, I suspect. 

With such reassuring handling attributes you might 
have thought BMW's first foray into four-wheel drive 


would have been more popular. Indeed, back 
when it was new, a test against the rival Audi 80 
quattro revealed the winner to be the BMW, 
awarded for its friendlier driving style. But as stated 
already, BMW wasn't too bothered about creating 
a four-wheel drive legacy at this point. A 5 Series 
version did follow in the 525iX back in the 1990s, 
but it wasn't until the late 1990s when the xDrive 
was reinvented in the first generation of the X5 
that we saw BMW finally embrace the four-wheel 
drive concept properly. 

As for the 325iX, a quick check on the internet 
indicates there are just 1 1 on the road and 
another 17 declared SORN in this country, making 
them some of the rarest E30s in existence. That 
seems a shame considering the model's 
importance in BMW's history file, but then perhaps 
it's best we ignore that we have Audi to thank for 
something so important • 

THANKS: 

JFI Classic Cars 

Tel: 07966 440609 

Web: www.jficlassiccars.co.uk 


A test against the rival Audi 80 quattro revealed the winner 
to be the BMW, awarded for its friendlier driving style 
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TEL: DIB7D 267089 


^READER DEFER QUOTE 
"BMWCCI5"AND GET £5 DEE. 
NORMAL PRICE: £45. 


THE ONLY CLUB OFFICIHLLY 


BMW Car Club 
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ENDORSED BY BMW UK 


RECEIVE YOUR MONTHLY COPY OF OUR 
RWRRD WINNING MHGHZINE ‘STRAIGHT SIX’ 




CLASSIC INSURANCE APPROVED VALUATIONS 

JOIN US ON OUR ANNUAL MUNICH AND EUROPEAN TOURS 

MEMBER ONLY TRRCKDRYS AT BRITAINS BEST CIRCUITS 

HOST OF THE LARGEST COLLECTION OF BMW CARS 
IN EUROPE, AT OUR NATIONAL FESTIVAL IN GAYOON 

DISCOUNTED DEALER SERVICING AND PARTS 


FIRST 25 NEW MEMBERS WILL RECEIVE A RIDE 
IN THE EX STEVE SOPER DTM M3 RACECAR, 

AT OUR BONINGTON TRACKDAY ON SEPTEMBER 21ST. 
‘CONDITIONS APPLY* 


AS A MEMBER YOU WILL RECEIVE A HOST OF BENEFITS AND 
PREFERENTIAL RATES FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY, 

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION 
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World 
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NEW G1 1 7 SERIES 



The all-new 7 Series was 
revealed to the world in 
Munich last month and with a 
sharp new suit and some 
seriously high-tech 
underpinnings and interior 
gadgets BMW is iooking to 
ruie the iuxury ciass for 
some time to come 


Words: Bob Harper Photography: BMW 


S o here it is, the all-new 7 Series, BMW's 
statement of intent to be the 
manufacturer of the most advanced 
vehicles on the planet. Revealed in 
Munich last month in a ceremony 
attended by the entire BMW board of management - 
an indication, if any were needed, what an important 
car this is for the company - the G 1 1 Seven is, by 
quite some margin, the most technologically 
advanced machine the company has ever built. 
Whether one's talking about its hybrid construction, its 
all-new six-cylinder engines or its staggering levels of 
equipment and optional extras it's plain to see that 
BMW has really gone the extra mile with this sixth 
generation 7 Series. BMW is hunting down the S- 
Class Mercedes with the G1 1 and expects this car to 
be the benchmark for executive vehicles. 

When it goes on sale in the UK in October with 
prices starting at £64,580 we will be offered a 730d 
and a 740i with a plug-in Hybrid 740e due to follow 
in 2016. Other markets will also be offered a 450hp 
750i xDrive model as a range topper but as the UK 
market is virtually non-existent these days for large 
petrol engined machinery this will not be an option 
for UK buyers. No doubt in time further variants will 
come to market — a VI 2 petrol model and a more 
potent diesel are a shoe-in — but for the time being 
we'll be restricted to the two six-cylinder models 
mentioned above. We'll come on to those engines in 
a moment but to start with we'll kick things off by 
looking at the design of the new Seven. 

It's certainly a case of evolution rather than 
revolution when it comes to the shape of the new 7 
Series — no E65-style shocks for this generation thank 
you very much — and overall it's a very handsome- 
looking car. To our eyes the kidney grilles are perhaps 
a bit too large but BMW has done this on purpose to 
endow its latest flagship with a dominating look from 
the front. Heaven forbid someone might mistake your 
all-new Seven for a lesser BMW model! It does have 
a strong family resemblance to the rest of the BMW 
family and in profile from a distance it has very similar 
lines to the F30 generation of 3 Series. It's well 
proportioned and has some lovely detailing, 
particularly in the chrome that runs around the 
windows and from the air-breather aft of the front 
wheels. The chrome surround on the rear doors is 
milled from a single piece of metal and while it might 
sound like a trifling item it does look particularly 
attractive in the flesh giving a very stylish and fresh 
look to the Hofmeister kink. You'll be able to make 
your own mind up on the way it looks of course, but 
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we'd say that it's far more arresting in the flesh than it 
appears in the majority of BMW's rather uninspiring 
set of press pictures it's released of the car. 

That it's a large machine is a given — in standard 
wheelbase form it's nearly two centimetres longer 
than the outgoing machine — and in long wheelbase 
guise it now measures 5238mm - a significant 14 
centimetres longer than the standard car. Despite this 
increase in size and the additional kit that's been 
added to its standard specification, the new Seven is 
actually up to 130 kilos lighter than the previous 
generation 7 Series and that's down to an innovative 
use of materials in the car's construction. At its heart 
is what BMW is calling a 'Carbon Core' which involves 
the use of carbon fibre reinforced plastic for some 
key components. From the A- to the C-pillars there's a 
carbon panel which allows the steel around it to be 
lighter and some of the roof bearing components, the 


rear shelf and parts of the sills and B- and C-pillars 
also contain carbon panels, some constructed from 
freshly weaved carbon, some using recycled sections 
from the i cars. BMW has even come up with an 
innovative process where it can bond the carbon to 
the steel in the B-pillar which not only makes it lighter 
but offers improved side impact protection too. 
There's also a significant amount of aluminium in the 
car's construction with the bonnet, doors and, for the 
first time, the bootlid being entirely made from 
aluminium. It's also used extensively in parts of the 
chassis and suspension which BMW reckons reduces 
the unsprung masses by up to 15 per cent and also 
lowers the car's centre of gravity too. 

Providing the motive power for UK Sevens are a 
brace of new six-cylinder petrol and diesel engines 
from the new B generation of powerplants. The 
2998CC petrol in the 740i develops 326hp and 332lb 


ft of torque and is equipped by the normal raft of 
BMW's latest techno wizardry such as direct injection, 
double Vanos, Valvetronic and a twin-scroll 
turbocharger that features an indirect system of 
charge air-cooling that's incorporated into the intake 
manifold. The head, block and sump are all 
constructed from aluminium. It endows the Seven 
with a decent turn of speed too, with 0-62mph 
coming up in 5.6 seconds while its top speed is 
limited to 155mph. It's frugal — offering up 41 .5mpg 
on the official combined cycle and emits just 
1 59g/km of CO 2 — which is an impressive feat for 
something that's so quick and big. 

Despite its impressive figures it's not the 740i that 
will be the big seller in the UK where diesel is king as 
the new 730d will almost certainly garner the lion's 
share of sales. It develops 265hp and a stonking 
457lb ft of torque from its new 2993cc B57 unit that 
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All models come with full 

^ ^ LED lights as standard; these 

laserlights will be on the options 



BMW expects this car to 
be the benchmark for 
executive vehicles 


is said to have improved thermodynamic properties, 
revised variable turbocharger technology and a new 
2500 bar direct injection setup. The bottom line, 
though, is a set of figures that appear to be bordering 
on alchemy. The benchmark dash is dispatched in 
just 6.1 seconds yet its combined economy figure is a 
monumental 60. Impg while emissions are equally 
impressive at just 124g/km. 

Joining the 740i and the 730d next year will be the 
first PHEV 7 Series in the form of the 740e which will 
use a combination of a four-cylinder turbocharged 
petrol and an electric motor in a drivetrain very similar 
to that of the X5 xDrive40e that you can read about 
on page 22. With combined power and torque 
outputs of 326hp and 369lb ft it's seriously rapid (0- 
62mph takes just 5.6 seconds) yet on the official 
combined cycle it will achieve 134.5mpg and emit 
just 49g/km of CO 2 . In the real world there's no 


chance of it achieving these figures but it does have a 
useful all-electric range of 25 miles and can achieve 
speeds of up to 75mph on electric power alone. 

All models in the new 7 Series range feature the 
brilliant eight-speed auto we've become accustomed 
to in the latest BMW automatics and for the Seven 
BMW reckons it's been further refined with a new 
control system that should endow the box with even 
smoother changes. It also gives it the ability to link 
into the navigation system so it knows when to swap 
cogs when climbing hills or approaching roundabouts. 
The UK will also receive some four-wheel drive 
models and both the 730d and the long wheel base 
version of the 740e can be ordered in xDrive guise. 

While the 7 Series has always been acknowledged 
as the driver's car in its class it's always struggled to 
match the S-Class and other rivals for ride comfort, 
but BMW is hoping to change all that with the new 


car. For the first time the Seven will feature self- 
levelling air suspension on both the front and rear 
axles and this will be a standard feature on all 
models. It's combined with a double joint front axle 
setup, a five-link system at the rear and standard fit 
Variable Damper Control which BMW hopes will both 
improve ride and suspension comfort while providing 
dynamic handling qualities. The standard car can also 
be further enhanced with what BMW is dubbing an 
'Executive Drive Pro' feature that will be part of the 
options list and encompasses a new incarnation of 
the Dynamic Drive active roll stabilisation system 
that's now controlled electromechanically rather than 
hydraulically. According to BMW, when the car's 
driving in a straight line the adjustable anti-roll bars 
are set so as to allow the suspension system the 
greatest possible freedom of movement for increased 
comfort but when tackling bends at speed the body 
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With the new Seven BMW 
has taken luxury to new 
levels for the marque 


roll forces are equalised swiftly and precisely. 

It's perhaps inside the new Seven that BMW has 
really gone to town, and while the overall dash design 
owes nnuch to the recent models that have come 
before it, for the 7 Series BMW has really upped the 
stakes as far as quality of materials used and the new 
technology that's packed into the car. The steering 
wheel controls, heating and ventilation and stereo 
inputs are now constructed from a high quality 
chrome that BMW says is individually tailored for each 
car to ensure a perfect fit, and these chrome sections 
are surrounded by high-quality wood trims. The iDrive 
system and the multifunctional instrument display 
have been thoroughly updated and as standard the 
car comes with a huge 12.3-inch display complete 
with the Professional Navigation system. For the first 
time, many of the car's functions can now be 
controlled from a new touch-screen interface - we're 
so familiar with touch-screens from modern mobiles 


and tablets that BMW felt the need to add this to the 
system. There's also now a new gesture control 
system which allows you to turn up the stereo 
volume or accept or reject incoming phone calls with 
a flick of the hand detected by a 3D sensor mounted 
in the roof. Overkill maybe when you already have 
the iDrive controller, steering wheel mounted 
controls, the new touch-screen and voice commands 
already at your disposal, but BMW reckons it simply 
gives the customer more choice in the way that he or 
she can operate the car. 

As you'd expect, the amount of gadgetry packed 
into the Seven is impressive. There's four-zone 
climate control air conditioning (with separate 
controls for rear seat passengers), Bluetooth 
telephone and audio streaming along with an 
inductive charger for the owner's smartphone in the 
centre arm rest between the front seats. The standard 
Comfort seats will be available in a choice of six 


exclusive Nappa leather colours and the front seats 
have a massage function that offer eight different 
programs 'designed to relax and stimulate the 
muscles in regions of the body that can be 
individually selected'. There's even a 'Vitality 
Programme' for optional massage rear seats so 
passengers can also revitalise their bodies! 

In order that you can select the right ambience in 
the passenger compartment, BMW has packed the 
Seven full of different lighting options. There's the 
standard 'Ambient' lighting that runs around the 
cockpit as a series of LED light strips which can be 
changed through six different colours. To light your 
way to the car in the dark there's a new 'Welcome 
Light Carpet' that projects lighting graphics to the 
entrance/exit area from lights incorporated into the 
side skirts. Long wheelbase versions that are spec'd 
with rear roller blinds will be equipped with an 
Ambient highlight - vertically arranged lights in the 
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LED light strips act as nice 
interior highlights and 
six different colours 
can be chosen 
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chprger. Below: BMW 
Touch Command tablet 



As you’d expect, the amount of 
gadgetry packed into the 
Seven is impressive 
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UKG11/G12 7 Series line-up 

730d 

730Ld 

730d xDrive 

740Li 

740e 

740Le xDrive 

ENGINE: Six-cylinder, 24-valve 

Six-cylinder, 24-valve 

Six-cylinder, 24-valve 

Six-cylinder, 24-valve 

Four-cylinder, 16-valve plus electric motor 

CAPACITY: 2993cc 

2993CC 

2993CC 

2998CC 

1997CC 

1997CC 

POWER: 265hp @ 4000rpm 

265hp @ 4000rpm 

265hp @ 4000rpm 

326hp @ 5500-6500rpm 

Combined output (engine & electric motor) 326hp 

TORQUE: 457lb ft @ 2000-2500rpm 

4571b ft @ 2000-2500rpm 

4571b ft @ 2000-2500rpm 

2951b ft @ 1380-5000rpm 

Combined torque (engine & electric motor) 369lb ft 

0-62IV1PH: 6.1 seconds 

6.2 seconds 

5.8 seconds 

5.6 seconds 

5.6 seconds 

5.5 seconds 

TOP SPEED: 155mph 

155mph 

155mph 

155mph 

149mph 

149mph 

ECONOMY: 60.1 mpg 

58.9mpg 

56.5mpg 

41.5mpg 

134.5mpg 

122.8mpg 

EMISSIONS: 124g/km 

127g/km 

132g/km 

159g/km 

49g/km 

53g/km 

WEIGHT (EU): 1830kg 

1870kg 

1900kg 

1845kg 

TBC 

TBC 

PRICE (OTR): £64,530 

£68,480 

£67,260 

£72,060 

TBC 

TBC 


back of the B-pillar which can be adjusted depending 
on your mood. Then there's the 'Sky Lounge 
Panoramic glass roof which can be specified as an 
option thafs a two-section sunroof (only the front 
section opens) thafs incrusted with LED modules to 
create the effect of a starlit sky. . . and obviously the 
colour of your stars can be swapped between six 
different colour schemes. There's even an optional 
'Ambient Air Package' to ensure your olfactory senses 
aren't feeling left out which releases an ionised 
fragrance (there are eight to choose from) in three 
different levels of intensity. 

While some of this might sound like if s bordering 
on overkill there will no doubt be plenty of markets 
where these trinkets are in demand, but in amongst 
the fripperies there's also plenty of good stuff too. 

Like the 'Executive Lounge Seating' (which doesn't 
actually come on stream until July 2016) which offers 
the promise of superlative rear seat comfort thanks to 


the fact that with this setup the front passenger seat 
moves as far forward as possible and as its backrest 
can also be tilted forward it gives a huge amount of 
space along with an electrically operated footrest that 
drops down from the back of the passenger seat. 
There's also a new 'BMW Touch Command' unit - 
effectively a removable tablet with a seven-inch 
screen - that can be used to operate the rear seat 
entertainment system or the air conditioning, interior 
lighting or for surfing the internet. There's even an 
airline style tray thafs stored within the rear seat 
centre console. 

In amongst all this gadgetry for the passengers the 
driver hasn't been neglected and there's a new head- 
up display system thafs 75 per cent larger than the 
previous version and if at the end of a long day the 
driver doesn't fancy squeezing the Seven into its 
garage then he can simply get out of the car and use 
the new 'BMW Display Key' to park the car. As you'd 


expect there are a host of Connected Drive services 
such as a new 'Driving Assistanf safety package. This 
includes items such as rear collision prevention and 
rear crossing traffic warning as well as the familiar 
lane change and lane departure warnings and the 
Active Cruise Control system. For night time driving 
there are standard-fit LED headlights than can be 
bolstered with the optional Adaptive and Selective 
beam and even BMW Night Vision or the optional 
BMW Laserlight headlights first seen on the i8. 

There's no doubting the fact that BMW has really 
pushed the boat out when it comes to the new 
Seven and it features the sort of specification and a 
list of features that we'd have dismissed as cloud 
cuckoo land just a few years ago. It would seem that 
the car has all the right ingredients to really take on 
the Mercedes S-Class but the proof of the pudding 
will be when we get to drive the 7 Series later this 
year. We can't wait • 
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Hand crafted in Italy, 
especially for the Germans 


Tarox discs are hand crafted in Italy from the highest 
quality materials and tested to the limit to achieve 
the toughest European approvals and accreditations, 
delivering outstanding performance for German 
sports and supercars. 

Testing on track and on our powerful in-house dyno, 
combined with rigorous TUV, KBA and ABE accreditations 
ensure the highest quality discs with unrivalled 
performance and durability. 


• Machined from the finest European billet steel 
• 2 piece construction with alloy bell reduce 
vital un-sprung rotational weight 
• Increased performance and improved 
durability over OE parts 

Our specially crafted products have been developed for 
new and classic BMW M models, new and classic Audi S, 
RS models and many other high performance BMW's and 
Audi's including the R8. 


Since 76 


TAR*aX 

PERFORMANCE BRAKES 


Tel +44 1706 222 872 / www. tarox. com / sales@tarox.com 

All Tarox products are manufactured in Italy 
under stringent IS09000 and TUV regulations 
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I t's not that long ago — and I know this because 
we're talking about during nny lifetinne and 
whatever my kids might think I'm really not that old 
— that a BMW was seen as a very exclusive 
machine. Only the well-heeled could afford one 
and while dynamically they knocked the spots off 
offerings from the British manufacturers it wasn't as if 
any Tom, Dick or Harry could wander into their local 
showroom and buy one. Back in 1973 if you fancied 
a large saloon with a decently sized engine you had 
plenty of cars to choose from; how about a 3.3-litre 
Vauxhall Ventora for less than £2000, a Ford Granada 
3.0 GXL for £2300 or a BMW 3.0S Saloon for an eye- 
watering £4900? No wonder there aren't a huge 
number of E3 Saloons left on the roads these days. 

Fast forward a little over ten years though and we 
can already see BMWs becoming more competitively 
priced and while you might think that BMW's entry 


into the company car market is a relatively recent 
phenomenon a glance at an Autocar road test of the 
four-door £30 318i from 1984 shows that even 30 
years ago BMWs were starting to be seen as a left- 
field entry into the fleet market. "We have tended to 
look at the BMW 3 1 8i as a company car," said 
Autocar, "and there is no doubt that it is being aimed 
strongly at that sector of the market." 

Perhaps what comes as the biggest surprise 
though is that with a base price of £8250 the 318i 
was actually cheaper than a Vauxhall Cavalier 1 .8CDi. 
Admittedly you'd have to pay extra for just about 
everything on the BMW - you didn't even get an 
aerial for over eight grand in those days, let alone a 
radio - but in the space of ten years the company 
had come from being over twice the price to almost 
on a parity with Luton's finest. And in the ensuing 
years BMWs have become more prevalent on our 


roads and while once upon a time they were viewed 
as an expensive and rarely glimpsed oddity you now 
can't drive down the road without tripping over one. 

Yet even though BMWs are now a common sight 
and bordering on the mainstream, BMW has been 
careful to retain that 'premium' branding and feel. 
Even though this is the case, chances are that virtually 
whatever modern BMW you drive it won't be long 
before you see another on the road that's identical to 
yours. Sure, if you order an M6 Gran Coupe in a 
particularly wild BMW Individual hue you should be 
safe, but for the rest of us who are more likely to be 
in the 1 or 3 Series end of the market you can be 
pretty sure that it won't be long before you spot what 
appears to be an identical BMW to your own steed 
out on the road. However, opting for a Touring 
version of the 3 Series will inevitably increase your 
chances of standing out from the crowd as the 
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Opting for a Touring version of the 
3 Series will inevitably increase your 
chances of standing out from the crowd 



F31 335i Touring 


ENGINE: Straight-six, 24-valve, turbocharged 
CAPACITY: 2979cc 

MAX POWER: 506hp @ 5800-6400rpm 

MAX TORQUE: 295lb ft @ 1200-5000rpm 

ECONOMY: 37.2mpg 
EMISSIONS: 179g/km 
TOP SPEED: 155mph (limited) 

0-62MPH: 5.2 seconds 

M PERFORMANCE PARTS FITTED: Front splitter, matt black (can be painted): £486. 
Rear diffuser, matt black (can be painted): £440. Rear roof spoiler, matt black (can 
be painted): £319. Black kidney grilles: £95. Side sill attachment trims, matt black 
(can be painted): £294. Side sill decals: £98. Carbon door mirror covers: £504. 20- 
inch 624M complete wheel and tyre set, matt black: £2800. M Performance exhaust 
system and tailpipe trims: £800 

All prices quoted are for parts only but include VAT. Contact your local dealer for painting and 
fitting costs, plus details of any promotions running on M Performance packages 
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The 335i is an impressive piece of kit to hustle along a decent 
the eight-speed ’box proving the perfect match for the turbocharged 


road; 

straight-six 


Saloon outsells the five-door by nearly three-to-one. 

And opting for the 'Estate' shouldn't really be a 
hardship as out of all the versions of the 3 Series it's 
perhaps the Touring that's nnost appealing. To nny 
eyes it's just that little better proportioned than the 
Saloon and that's something that holds true no 
matter which incarnation of Three you're talking 
about. And with the latest F3 1 generation somehow 
the extended roofline endows the car with a longer, 
lower, sleeker profile and it's a machine that looks 
good from virtually every angle. The fact that it has a 
significantly larger load carrying ability than its siblings 
is an added bonus that can't be ignored, too. And if it 
appears smart and dashing in its standard form it can 
look even better with a generous application of BMW 
M Performance accessories as can be witnessed by 
this rather fine 335i example we have here. 

It's perhaps more usual to see a Saloon or Coupe 
fitted with items from BMW's M Performance 
catalogue but I reckon that Touring owners are 
missing a trick because to my eyes this Estoril blue 
example really does look stunning. I've been having a 
meeting with some of the chaps at BMW UK while 
snapper Smithy has taken the Touring off to get 
cracking on the photos and when I arrive at our pre- 
arranged photo location I'm struck by just how 
stunning this 335i looks. I can't quite put my finger on 
which individual component it is that's making it look 
so good, so can only assume that it's the entire 
package that's giving it such visual appeal. 

Kicking things off at the front is the lower front 
splitter which endows the Touring with a hunkered 
down appearance and on this machine the moulded 
black plastic has been left in its natural state but it can 


also be painted, too. This seems to be a personal 
choice and having seen plenty of cars fitted with this 
type of front spoiler setup it does seem to be colour 
dependant, too - it works better painted on some 
machines than others. Also at the front is a pair of 
black kidney grilles which again is a matter of 
personal taste. I like them on just about all colours 
apart from black but I know plenty of people who 
think a black car needs a set of black grilles! On this 
Estoril machine I think they work particularly well. 

Moving down the car and we have a set of the M 
Performance carbon mirror caps which I'm a sucker 
for - show me some sexy carbon weave and I'm 
sold. Along the sills you'll find the second part of the 
M Performance Aerodynamic Package, the black 
plastic blades that run along the bottom of the sill 
trims and just above these we have the black stick-on 
film with the M Performance logo and I still can't 100 
per cent make up my mind whether I'd fit these on a 
car or not. . . the good news though is that they're 
optional so you have the choice of fitting them or not. 

At the rear the Touring's finished off nicely by an 
attractive spoiler that fits to the top of the tailgate 
while in between the twin-exit exhausts you'll find a 
black plastic diffuser which helps to complete the 
sporty look of the car. The roof spoiler is painted (it 
would look really odd if it wasn't!) and like the front 
splitter the rear diffuser can also be painted in body 
colour if you so desire. Incidentally BMW does 
recommend that if you're going to fit the front splitter 
then the rear spoiler should also be fitted (and vice 
versa) or it could result in an aerodynamic imbalance. 

Before we move on to the rather fine set of alloys 
the Touring is wearing we should also mention the 


exhaust system that emerges from the rear valance 
either side of that diffuser. The M logo etched into 
each of the twin pipes gives the game away that this 
isn't your regular 335i setup as this machine has the 
M Performance rear silencer that promises an 
improved sound as well as looking good, too. 

We'll put it to the test momentarily but before we 
do we should just mention the rather arresting set of 
alloys the car's fitted with. Their official title is M 
Performance Dual Spoke 624M and they come in a 
20-inch diameter and come clad in a set of run-flat 
tyres; in this instance a set of Pirelli P Zeros. The 
wheels themselves measure 8x20- and 8.5x20- 
inches (front and rear respectively) and the tyres are 
225/35S and 255/30s. They're a forged design and 
weigh around a kilo less per wheel than a normal cast 
BMW 20-inch wheel which obviously has an effect on 
the car's unsprung weight and should consequently 
give an improvement in handling. The 624M wheel 
and tyre set is available in two finishes - matt black 
or polished - and it's the former we've got here. 

While I'm generally not a huge fan of black alloys 
these ones have partially polished faces to their 
spokes and I actually really like the way they sit with 
the car and they catch the light as they turn, looking 
good in motion where so many black alloys just look 
like a dark blob within the wheel arch. 

So this Touring certainly looks great, but how does 
it translate to the road? Despite the its good looks I 
don't think I'm going to feel any additional downforce 
that may be generated by the aero kit, but what we 
need to look at most closely is the how the bigger 
alloys affect the car and whether that M Performance 
exhaust is worth its £800 price tag. Over a variety of 
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different roads the 335i proves to ride well, and while 
there's always a concern when you install larger 
wheels that there's a possibility of upsetting the car's 
dynamic balance this doesn't seem to be the case 
here. Sure, if you hit a particularly huge pothole you 
do feel it, but on what I'd term 'normal' UK roads the 
335i rides comfortably. That there's plenty of grip 
should be a given, but unless you really provoke the 
Touring it simply remains utterly planted. While we 
don't tend to get quite so much feel through the 
steering wheel these days with the latest generation 
of electronic power steering systems, this car actually 
feels better than most, and perhaps that's down to 
the slight reduction in unsprung weight? Either way 
the 335i is still a very impressive piece of kit to hustle 
along a decent road; the eight-speed 'box proving the 
perfect match for the turbocharged straight-six. 


The BMW M Performance exhaust also seems to 
work very well, offering a little bit more with its vocal 
repertoire than you'd get with the standard system, 
most notably at higher revs and it does elicit a 
delicious burble and the occasional pop and crack on 
the over run or when swapping cogs on a charge. 
Notch the pace back a tad and it's a perfectly civilized 
companion on a longer drive and on the motorway 
run back to BMW's new Aldershot HQ it's quiet and 
subdued, which is just how it should be. For my taste 
the exhaust offers a perfect blend of subtle aural 
delights but I would hasten to point out that if you're 
looking for a significantly louder-than-standard setup 
you'd better look elsewhere. 

All-in-all, the M Performance 335i Touring certainly 
ticked all my boxes. I love the Touring shape and the 
M Performance additions enhance it to my eyes. The 


best thing about BMW's accessories program, though, 
is that you can pick and choose what you want. For 
example this machine didn't have any of the interior 
goodies we've seen on other M Performance demo 
vehicles so you really can cherry pick the upgrades 
that most suit your needs. As you can see from the 
prices in the spec panel on page 53 the individual 
prices aren't unreasonable and don't forget that many 
dealers will be offering reductions for 'kit' prices 
where several items are purchased and fitted at the 
same time. In the final analysis, what the M 
Performance range of accessories offers is the ability 
to make your BMW look out of the ordinary, to be just 
that bit more individual than the other similarly spec'd 
machines you're likely to see on your daily commute. 
And in this increasingly homogenised world that's no 
bad thing at all • 
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Mono-Block & 2 Piece Wheels 
17"- 21" 

Contact: 

01582 584000 
i nfo@ bcfo rg ed wh ee I s.co .u k 
ww w.bcfo rg ed wh ee I s.co.u k 




At Sytner Leicester we’re on the look out to purchase the following BMW models: 

•1M •Ml •E30/E36/E46M3 •M3CSL •E39/E60M5 •MG • 330ci Clubsport *21 •Z3Mand 
Z4M Coupe/Roadster • Z8 • All ALPINA models • Any individual paint/leather/specification models 

If you own one of the above and are interested in selling or part exchanging then for a valuation please call: 

Peter Kirby on 07961 854480 or our Group Buyer Richard Gant on 07887 906622 

Sytner Leicester 

Meridian East, Meridian Business Park, Leicester LEI 9 1UY 
0116 282 7700 www.sytnerleicesterbmw.co.uk 
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The standard M5 is a brilliant machine but for the 
30 Jahre version BMW M turned everything up to 
1 1 to create one of its finest ever achievements 

Words: Bob Harper Photography; Dave Smith 
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A s an exercise in nnismanagement this 
ranked up there, almost on a par with 
anything Ricky Gervais's David Brent could 
have come up with. It all started so well, 
with BMW's undeniably sexy and brutally 
fast 30 Jahre M5 booked in for the week which 
would encompass a weekend in Devon plus the 
usually gamut of photo shoots, commuting and day- 
to-day living. The first fly in the ointment was the 
cancellation of our weekend away in Devon - no 
blasts across Dartmoor in the M5 then. The second 
disaster was my wife offering up my services as 
removal man for the weekend and while the MS's 
split folding rear seats do offer some excellent 
additional practicality the only way the items I needed 
to move would fit in the Five would be if I converted 
them into component form with the aid of an axe. 

So when Friday afternoon came around and going 
home time loomed large I offered the keys to 
Munich's finest to Features Writer Simon, and saw 
him move faster than I'd previously witnessed - he 
almost ran out of the door just in case I suddenly 
changed my mind. After a weekend of tedium in my 
Passat estate lugging chests of drawers around 
London it came as little surprise when snapper 
Smithy and I rendezvoused with Simon at the crack of 
dawn along the M4 the following Monday that he had 


a grin across his face like a Cheshire cat and a large 
handful of receipts for super unleaded - he'd 
certainly been enjoying himself. 

I let him continue to enjoy the high life as we 
sauntered down the M4 to our photo shoot location 
in the Brecon Beacons and catching a glimpse of the 
30 Jahre's LED daytime running lights every now and 
then in the rear view mirror rising and falling as he 
went on and off the throttle demonstrated what an 
eye-catching visage the hot Five has. I know Simon's 
following me so isn't likely to want to overtake, but 
nevertheless I still want to move out of the MS's way 
when it comes up behind me - the gaping air 
intakes, stealth paintwork, discrete MS badging and 
those twinkling LED lights combine well to give the 
car a very aggressive face. It might as well have a 
neon reverse script 'move over' sign in its gaping 
central maw that's currently sucking in the cool air to 
keep the V8 twin-turbo motor cool. 

We arrive at our location without a hitch and it's my 
first chance have a proper look around the MS and it 
doesn't disappoint. Simon's not always one to be 
effusive over a test car but he hardly stops babbling 
about its various charms. Perhaps one of the most 
impressive nuggets of information he imparts is that 
on this morning's 170-mile run to Wales it's averaged 
29 miles to the gallon which is pretty good going for 


any large petrol engined saloon, let alone one 
packing this much horsepower. We do need a quick 
recap though to see just what this machine has that 
singles it out from your everyday M5. 

The M5 30 Jahre Edition, to give the beast its full 
title, was introduced last year to celebrate 30 years of 
M5 production and it was limited to just 300 
examples, all finished in Frozen Dark Silver, and just 
30 of which were destined for the UK market, so 
about as rare as a modern day BMW gets these days. 
Mechanically the big news was the fact that this 
machine was to be the most powerful production 
BMW ever produced with a stonking 600hp and a 
'bahnstorming 516lb ft of torque, with the additional 
40hp and 14lb ft coming from some ECU tweaks 
and an increase in charge pressure. This power 
upgrade also made the 30 Jahre the most 
accelerative BMW ever produced, with the 0-62mph 
time dropping to a scant 3.9 seconds, a 0.4 second 
improvement over the regular M5, and a pretty 
amazing feat for a machine that weighs just a 
smidgen shy of two tonnes. 

More or less the rest of the car's mechanical 
specification came from the Competition package for 
the M5 which while it offered a power upgrade was 
perhaps more concerned with sharpening the MS's 
already capable chassis. So for the 30 Jahre we have 
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It’s certainly the most rounded machine the 
company has ever made - ungodly fast at 
times, yet quiet, refined and cosseting 
when you want it to be 
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a set of springs and dannpers that have been finely 
honed and nnildly firmed up which has resulted in a 
10mm drop in ride height. Some criticism has been 
aimed at the 'normal' MS's steering for being less 
communicative than of old so for the Frozen Silver 
missile M has recalibrated the standard fit M-specific 
Servotronic steering with more direct mapping and in 
order that the rear end can be brought into play a 
little more readily there have been tweaks here too, 
with an additional control unit for the Active M 
Differential for better traction and a recalibrated DSC 
to give what BMW describes as 'sporty handling.' 

There's plenty of additional kit fitted as standard 
and plenty of bespoke 30 Jahre items but before we 
get into those and getting the static pictures in the 
bag I need to give the car a drive before we get busy 
with sponges and chamois. This is a machine I've 
been itching to sample since I first saw it and I have 
to have a quick blat up the road, just to form some 
initial impressions. Thumbing the starter button brings 


a wonderful whuuumpf from the exhaust as the big 
V8 erupts into life but it soon settles down to a 
gentler melody. As per the regular M5 there are both 
auto and manual sides to the dual clutch 
transmission so I select the quickest auto setting and 
pootle off up the road. I'm not quite sure what I'm 
expecting but the first 500 meters demonstrates that 
this isn't going to be the uncouth, barely tamed 
muscle car that some might expect from a 600hp 
supersaloon. In fact, at normal speeds, and if you 
treat the throttle pedal with respect it's so calm, 
composed and discreet that you could almost be 
driving any 5 Series. 

I have an exploratory run up the road and once I've 
confirmed that it's clear it's time to put the hammer 
down for the first time. The ferocity of the 30 Jahre's 
acceleration takes me by surprise - you really are 
forced back into your seat as the V8 bellows its 
approval and in the blink of an eye the seven-speed 
DCT is swapping ratios with just enough of a thump 


to know that it's happening yet in a far more 
sophisticated manner than folk used to the previous 
generation's SMG transmission would be expecting. 
The speed with which the numbers on the head-up 
display are increasing is somewhat frightening and 
with the rear end firmly squatting into the Tarmac the 
road just seems like it's being dragged under the car 
and spat out behind it while the exhaust snarls and 
barks enthusiastically. With the speedo firmly buried 
in the zone marked 'licence loser' I call on the 
monster stoppers to wash off the majority of the 
speed which is something they do with alacrity all day 
long, thanks to the Carbon Ceramic set up with which 
this machine has been optionally equipped. 

Returning to our photo spot I can't wipe the grin 
off my face and my only thought seems to be to get 
the pictures taken as quickly as possible so I can slip 
behind the wheel once more. Once we've cleaned 
the M5 I make myself busy spotting all the parts that 
are specific to the 30 Jahre. Up front the kidney grille 
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surrounds are finished in dark chronne, as are the side 
gill surrounds on the front wings which also contain a 
30 Jahre MS badge, as do the sill trinn covers, and if 
this car was sporting a standard exhaust the quad tips 
would also be in the black chronne finish. The wheels 
are the lighter weight itenns that are also fitted to the 
Competition pack MS and M6 and while they 
certainly help in reducing unsprung weight a tad, 
personally I think aesthetically I prefer the standard 
20-inch alloys - these ones just look a little bit too 
'bling' for my taste. 

Inside the MS there have also been plenty of 
changes with M Sport multi-function seats 
upholstered in Individual Black alcantara and full 
Merino leather and swathes of alcantara adorn the 
head lining, centre console trim and door trim panels 
as well as the rim of the multi-function steering 
wheel. There are more 30 Jahre logos too - the ones 
embroidered into the backrests of the four seat backs 
look classy and well executed, the one that's stuck 




ENGINE: V8, 32-valve, twin-turbo 


CAPACITY: 4395cc 


MAX POWER: SOOhp @ 6000-7000rpm 


MAX TORQUE: 5161b ft 


TOP SPEED: 155mph (limited) 


PRICE: £91,890 (OTR), £1 13,710 (as tested) 
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onto the dash trim in front of the passenger the polar 
opposite, appearing cheap, tacky, and on this 6000- 
mile example already starting to peel ever so slightly 
at one corner. It's an utter anathema on a £90,000 
motor car - would it really have broken the bank to 
have a proper plaque a la Alpina? 

Dash sticker apart it looks and feels a million 
dollars, but then it should do - the 30 Jahre Edition 
costs £18,000 more than the standard M5. For your 
money you get the paint, the bespoke interior, 
mechanical upgrades, 20-inch lightweight alloys and a 
smattering of items that are optional on the standard 
car fitted as standard, such as a Harman Kardon 
sound system. Adaptive LED headlights. Comfort 
Access, Driving Assistant and split folding rear seats. 

Of course there's still an extensive options list and 
'our' car has an additional £22,000-worth of kit fitted, 
with two big ticket items accounting for the majority 
of that cost, the £7395 Carbon Ceramic brake set up 
and a BMW M Performance exhaust at an eye- 
watering £6890. Ouch. 

With the static and detail pictures in the bag it's 
time to give the M5 a little work out for the action 
pictures and driving up and down the same piece of 
road several times for the camera allows you to push 
a little harder on each run and try out the car's 
different modes. It's devastatingly quick in full auto, 
but I soon flick over to the manual side of the 
gearbox which gives you the feeling of becoming a 
little bit more involved in the driving experience and 
soon I've dialled in the Sport setting on the 
suspension and gone full-on Sport Plus for the power 
delivery. The steering though remains in Comfort 
mode as I still prefer this to the heavier Sport settings. 
Where the car felt wonderful before it now becomes 
fully alive and is utterly mega. The throttle response is 
now razor sharp with the slightest pressure on the 


pedal bringing more performance and in this setting 
the fully-titanium exhaust really sings, becoming more 
strident, louder and offering up more crackles and 
'brummph' noises on each full-bore gear change. The 
suspension seems ever so slightly more focussed 
than in the regular M5, and the steering, dampers 
and revised differential really feel like they have been 
hewn from the same piece of material, combining so 
well to give you huge levels of confidence in the car's 
ability. All the while the V8 offers up a perfect muscle 
car soundtrack, egging you on, safe in the knowledge 
that the Carbon Ceramics can haul you back down to 
saner speeds time after time. As an all-round package 
this car really has it nailed. 

On the cover we posed the question as to whether 
this was possibly 'The greatest M Car?' It's a tough 
question to answer, and comparing machinery from 
different eras is so subjective that it's almost 
impossible to come up with some valid conclusions. 
That it's faster is a given, as is the fact that it grips 
harder, too. It's certainly the most rounded machine 
the company has ever made - ungodly fast at times, 
yet quiet, refined and cosseting when you want it to 
be - as the consummate all-rounder it's virtually 
without peers. And for me it's the pick of the current 
M-car range. And it's for that reason I pull rank and 
toss Simon the key to my Passat, point the Mb's nose 
towards the east and disappear in a flurry of wheel 
spin with the glorious exhaust note ricocheting off the 
hills. A glance in the mirror reveals a face looking so 
utterly dejected that I almost feel guilty for stealing 
Simon's weekend plaything. The MS's like that, it gets 
under your skin, goading you on to go for one last 
drive. If there was just one tank of unleaded left on 
the planet I'd be filling the 30 Jahre's tank and 
heading for Wales and the removal van duty would 
have to wait for another day • 
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The fully-titanium exhaust really sings, 
becoming more strident, louder and 
offering up more crackles and ‘brummph’ 
noises on each full-bore gear change 
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The Getman 

tDog 

Phil Chapman took a leaf out of the Germans’ book when it 
came to transforming his E92 M3 into a track car 
capable of conquering the Nurburgring... 

Words: Simon Holmes Photography: Chris Wallbank 
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■ he German way of tuning is very 
different to the UK when it comes to 
the Nurburgring," says Phil 
Chapman, owner of this E92 MS 
track car. "Over there, they only really 
concentrate on three things; tyres, suspension and 
brakes. Power doesn't even come into it." 

What Phil preaches is true, the UK tuning industry 
does seem to suffer from chasing sky-high power 
figures above all else a lot of the time when, in fact, it 
should probably be concentrating on the more 
relevant criteria our German friends are well aware of. 
It's a concept that often seems alien to us, though, to 
the point where some people in the UK have trouble 
believing what Phil tells them, but he very much 
practices what he preaches. "I was at a UK event and 
mentioned the car was capable of a 7 minute lap 
time at the 'Ring with a virtually standard engine, and 
I was told that it wasn't possible!" he tells us. 

But Phil has done a 7min 30sec lap so safe to say 


that he is a capable hand behind the wheel. He's no 
stranger to a fast car either, but the M3 is in an 
entirely different league and the story of how it all 
came to be started some years ago when he bought 
his first sports car. Logically, Phil decided that to get 
the best out of it he better learn how to drive it 
properly, so undertook some track driving tuition. 
Since then, he's spent many more hours behind the 
wheel on track and it wasn't long until he was making 
regular pilgrimages to the Mecca that is the 
Nurburgring. It was there he experienced a BMW for 
the first time and he was instantly sold on the brand 
after just a single passenger lap in an E46 M3 CSL 
Clearly it had quite an effect, as since then Phil has 
owned various respectable BMWs, including a couple 
of E46 M3 CSLs, a 1 M Coupe, a 335d as well as a 
few X5s thrown in for good measure. He's also 
owned plenty of high end, fast cars, but none seem 
to make the same connection with him as a BMW. "I 
went from the CSL to a Porsche, but realised it was 


the BMW I preferred," he tells us. "There's something 
I love about BMWs, all the ones I've had have been 
close to my heart, and I've had plenty of cars. Nothing 
grabs you the same way; they're so beautifully 
balanced and you know they're not going to bite you." 

With his BMW background, the transition to an E92 
M3 might have seemed obvious, and it was, but not 
necessarily for the reasons you may be expecting, as 
he explains: "My second CSL had a slight gearbox 
problem. I spent 1 8 months trying to get it sorted out 
and my dealership was very good, but it just couldn't 
get to the bottom of it. I was eventually told by 
someone at BMW head office that the CSL wasn't 
designed for track use! I then fell out of love with the 
CSL, but I would have another tomorrow." 

The experience left a bitter taste and Phil ventured 
back to Porsche once again before realising he 
couldn't than turn his back on the brand he loved. So 
he began looking at an E92 and capitalising on the 
credit crunch at the end of the last decade, he picked 
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up this completely standard M3 with just 3000 miles 
on the clock back in 2008 for a very decent price. 

Phil was instantly swayed by the DCT gearbox and 
the V8 powerplant. "How can you not like the 
engine? It sounds amazing!" he enthuses. But whilst 
the engine and gearbox were both huge steps 
forwards from the CSL he previously owned, Phil 
knew the chassis would need some dedication to 
unearth the best from it. "The chassis was amazing 
but it wasn't at its full potential. I always like to tweak 
my cars and track was always where this was going to 
end up. Suspension and brakes were the first things 
to come, but when I started modifying it, not many 
other people were so it was hard to try and find parts 
to see if they worked. It was a bit of trial and error 
and, at first, it was me guessing, so I went through a 
few different brake and suspension setups." 

First on the agenda was to actually remove the 
factory fitted Electronic Damper Control. Whilst the 
system may be fine for road use, Phil quickly 


discovered it wasn't quite so impressive round a track. 
"I took the EDC off straight away. With slick tyres fitted 
it freaked around a track, so I removed it and fitted a 
set of KW 2-way coilovers instead," says Phil. 

Following the German way of tuning, next came a 
set of better brakes, but back when the E92 was still 
new and unfamiliar with tuners, Phil had no choice 
but to have a custom brake kit made up using 
Lamborghini callipers with custom bells and rotors. 
"Nobody had done it before, so it cost a fortune. It 
was great and worked really well, but the brake pad 
choice was too limited and expensive. The callipers 
used eight pads so it was costing a lot to change 
them, and around the 'Ring you change them 
regularly. So I've since swapped to an AP Racing kit 
just to get more pad choice and value." 

The KW coilovers have also since been replaced, 
this time with a Nitron three-way setup. These were 
specially spec'd for the car by German tuner Schirmer 
Race Engineering, which has had quite an impact on 


the car's development. You may not have heard of 
Tom Schirmer before, but for those in the know, his 
black E92 M3 track cars are legendary for being 
spectacularly fast and setting blistering track times. 

Phil first heard of Tom and his cars whilst at the 'Ring, 
but aside from whispers, it was hard to actually track 
him down. Eventually he did though and an outing in 
Schirmer's finely tuned E92 M3 demo car instantly 
confirmed he had found the man capable of 
developing his car to the next stage. "He's a hard guy 
to find but once I went out in his demo car, that was 
it, within three minutes I knew I had found the right 
person," Phil tells us. That same demo car has 
recently done a scorching 6min 58sec lap time at the 
'Ring, in case you're wondering just how fast it is. . . 

Phil ordered one of everything from the Schirmer 
catalogue, and after leaving the car in Germany, he 
picked it up a month later with huge, instant results. 
"It's just phenomenal. Around a track the car is mind 
blowing," reveals Phil. "When you feel it all come 
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“It’s just phenomenal. 
Around a track the 
car is mind blowing” 


E92 M3 Track Car 


ENGINE & GEARBOX: Akrapovic exhaust system, BMW 
Motorsport water pump, Tom Schirmer oil cooler, catch 
tank and large capacity carbon air box, Macht Schnell hard 
air box pipes, Schrick cams, Tom Schirmer setup and 
remap to 470hp 

CHASSIS: Nitron three-way race specification coilovers with 
Tom Schirmer spec spring and damper rate, Tom Schirmer 
Kinematic suspension parts, Drexler LSD with 4.1:1 ratio 
BRAKES: Front: AP Racing Pro 5000 six-pot callipers with 
GT4 motorsport bells. Performance Friction discs and 
pads. Rear: AP Racing Pro four-pot callipers. Performance 
Friction discs front and pads 


WHEELS & TYRES: 10.5x1 8-inch and 11x1 8-inch BBS E88 
split-rims in gold, 265/18 and 295/18 Pirelli Trofeo R tyres 
INTERIOR: Genuine M3 GTS half cage, Tom Schirmer 
digital oil and diff temperature gauges, Alcantara BMW 
steering wheel, Schroth endurance harnesses, Recaro SPG 
seats, Tom Schirmer seat mounts, genuine carbon trim 
EXTERIOR: Original DTM carbon fibre wing mirrors, front 
GT4 carbon lip spoiler with cooling pipes to front brakes 
and GT4 brake airflow plate, carbon diff cooler spoiler, 
original WTCC rear spoiler, GTS rear wing end plates. Aero 
Catches, towing straps front and rear, genuine BMW LED 
rear lights 


together, it's hard to believe how good it is. The car 
feels so planted it's hard to explain without taking you 
out on a passenger lap. Its nnain advantage is that it 
can carry so much corner speed. It's set up to do that 
and it's the reason it's so fast without huge amounts 
of power. It wouldn't do so well at another track but I 
love the way it drives." 

Schirmer's carefully selected chassis modifications 
extended to include a Drexler derived LSD and the 
wider BBS split-rims, measuring 10.5-inches at the 
front and 1 1 -inches at the rear. Whilst both Team 
Schirmer and Phil maintain huge amounts of power 
isn't important, there have been some mild tweaks 
under the bonnet as well. A full Akrapovic exhaust 
system replaces the original items and it's 
complemented by a Schirmer designed large capacity 
carbon fibre air box, Schrick cams and a remap, which 
sees power around the 470hp mark. A notable 
improvement, but hardly huge amounts either. 

Aside from what's lurking underneath, it's hard to 
ignore the fact the car has more than an air of 


function over form outside as well, in a stealth kind of 
way. The various aero upgrades aren't there for looks 
as most are borrowed from an M3 GT4 and GTS so 
are designed to do a job. The menacing colour 
combination is no mistake either as although the car 
is track orientated, Phil always keeps in mind the 
overall look of things: "My job is branding so the look 
is everything and detail is important. I like the way it 
drives but from a parts point of view I love the look of 
the wheels and the wing mirrors." 

Despite the looks and huge potential on track, the 
M3 is still road legal and was driven regularly. But it's 
now got to the point where Phil leaves the car at the 
Nurburgring to make things easier as he has other, 
better-suited cars to travel to Germany in and he visits 
the 'Ring once a month during the summer season. 

Of course, you won't be surprised to learn that Phil 
readily admits he's gone further with the M3 than he 
ever intended to and the car is virtually unsellable 
now, but only because he's enjoyed it so much over 
the years he's had it: "I've had so many good 


memories and experiences in it it's part of the family, 
the car's value doesn't really come into it anymore. It 
never misses a beat and it's always been absolutely 
faultless, even when I'm pushing the car hard round 
the track all day, from Bam until sunset." 

Despite the well-honed modifications and hugely 
impressive lap times, for now, the M3 is actually 
going to be put to use as a kind of working mule car 
for Phil's next development; an all new car. Plans are 
afoot to take Phil's track driving to the next level, 
which means he will be competing in a Brit Car 
competition race next year. For that, he's building an 
all-new E90 3 Series with a planned 600hp on-tap 
and a curb weight around the 1 100kg mark. The M3 
will be using the proposed racing engine first of all 
and not one to do things by halves, he's looking at a 
Schirmer developed 4.4-litre conversion with parts 
shared from the M3 GTS in order to keep it strictly 
naturally aspirated. "The supercharged cars don't 
really work at the 'Ring," reveals Phil. "They get too 
hot." Sometimes it's not all about the power... • 
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What’s involved? 

Wheels 


As we continue on the subject of wheels, we now take a look at the different 
types out there, from the plain and simpie to the exotic and iightweight... 


n this section last nnonth we covered the 
fundannentals of wheel fitnnents and what 
aspects have to be considered when choosing a 
wheel for your car. So, the obvious next step now 
we have an understanding of what will and won't 
fit, and why, is the difference in types of wheel. 
We're talking wheel construction here, and it's a 
subject that ranges fronn the obvious to the nnore 
technically connplex. We all know that sonne wheels 
are better than others, which is why alloy wheels 
were seen as an upgrade to steel wheels for nnany 
years, although it seems every car comes fitted with 


alloys nowadays. But why are they better? And 
when it comes to aftermarket alloy wheels, why are 
some more expensive than others and can any 
wheel be used for any purpose, such as 
competition use? Then come the differences in 
billet wheels and what makes split-rims so unique 
from any other wheel. 

Here, we will go over the differences in 
construction of each type of wheel, both original 
and aftermarket, cover their positives and negatives 
and the reasons why they are selected and suited 
to certain applications. 
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WHATS INVOLVED 




Banded steel wheels 

You may well of heard or noticed that some 
modified cars use a steel wheel that looks original 
in its design but appears to be much wider than 
usual. This is likely a banded steel wheel, which is 
a regular steel wheel that has been widened. 
Although it seems to be more of a recent trend, 
banding steel wheels is no new thing. It's been 
going on for decades, most notably favoured by 
the hot rodders after the Second World War. The 
process requires a standard wheel to be cut into 
two and then a strip, or band, of metal is welded in 
place between the two sections. It is then welded 
back together again to form a new wider, single 
piece wheel. Because the wheel is made from 
steel, which is easy to weld, this is fairly simple to 
do, as long as everything is kept square so the 
wheel is true. The benefit is adding width to a 
wheel that will fit without any issues, with the 
major added advantage of looking subtler than 
many alloy wheels. With regards to safety, as long 
as it's been done properly by an expert who knows 
what they're doing then there is no need to worry 
and it's not illegal. 



Steel 

Steel wheels are the most basic, entry-level option. 
Often fitted to budget models, wheels made from 
steel are cheap, relatively strong and perform 
the task well enough. 

Despite their one-piece look, they are 
actually formed from two pieces: the inner and 
outer sections are then welded together to form a 
single structure. 

However, whilst a steel wheel does the job just 
fine, its credentials aren't ideally suited when it 
comes to outright performance, as steel is naturally 
heavy and unnecessary unsprung weight is the most 
undesirable kind of all. 

Due to the nature of their construction, steel 
wheels aren't exactly that kind on the eye. In 
addition, their simple design is restrictive in than that 
it limits airflow and cooling both to and from the 
brakes and the lack of heat dispersion becomes 
significant after time. 


Steel wheels also 4 — 

tend to come in 
smaller widths and 
diameters, which limits 
options for both larger tyres and 
bigger brakes. Last of all, being steel they can 
corrode and rust over time and it's for these reasons 
that sports models are generally always upgraded to 
alloy wheels. 
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Apex Lightweight Wheels 
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EDGE BMW UPGRADES SINCE 1 994 
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LOW PRICES • FAST FITTING 


1 Great Beats... 

Fitments^ 


Performance, 4x4 and Economy tyres, 
olus IHi^itVf Approved ‘OE’ Fitment tyres 
all at the very best OiA^oanf 


1 TYRES > WHEELS > ALIGNMENT 1 BRAKES 1 SERVICING > EXHAUSTS 1 MOT’S 


EDGWARE 0208 952 8088 
LUTON 01582 561 389 
COULSDON 0208 645 2700 
GUILDFORD 01483 533 584 


BROMSGROVE 01527 878 460 
REDDITCH 01527 528 090 
LICHFIELD 01543 253 675 
HALESOWEN 0121 5595 093 


COVENTRY Foieshiii Rd 02476 220 731 
COVENTRY Humber Rd 02476 457 118 
WOLVERHAMPTON 01 902 31 3 393 
KIDDERMINSTER 01 562 829 753 


www.tyrecity.co.uk 



• Scheduled Servicing & l ' ^ Air Con. system diagnosis 

Condition Based Servicing and repairs _ 

• Diagnosis and Electrical * ^0 Engine and Transmission 

/Mechanical Fauit Finding Repairs 

• ECU Programming & Coding • Convertible Roof & Sun Roof ^ 

using Autologic Diagnos tics Faults 

• Performance Chip-Tuning • Brake Fluid & Coolant 

and Re-mapping changes 

• Brakes, Clutches, Tyres, • FREE Courtesy Car or Local 

^ ^ Exhausts & Suspension Collection and Delivery 

Call us on 01322 294404 for servicing & repair quotes 

www.crag^^-utorepairs.CG.uk 

Unit i1 Riverside Industrial Estate, Riverside Way, Dartford, Kent DAI 5BS 



D and T Wise jkid 


Formerly traded as BM Wise 


Extensive Services 
4 wheel lazer 

History maintain^ed on database 
ecu coding anc^rep 
Full Diagnosticfafid 
This new servi 
used Ci 

• X5 Spe^ai 

• Full car valet service 4 
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WHATS INVOLVED 


Cast alloy 

This now seenns to have beconne the most 
common type of wheel for any new car, whereas 
once it was a luxury option or extra reserved only 
for expensive cars. Alloy wheels are formed from 
molten metal that is poured into a mould and casts 
when it cools. 

The metal itself is not solely aluminium, as the 
name alloy indicates a mixture of two metals. There 
are also different types of casting, which affects the 


wheel's overall strength and finish and the range of 
casting processes vary from high-pressure 
moulding, counter pressure moulding and 
low-pressure moulding. 

The key benefits to alloy wheels are their weight, 
as generally they are lighter than the equivalent steel 
wheel, but depending on the construction process, 
that's not always true. Due to the way moulds are 
made, alloys can be formed in virtually any shape or 


style, making them more appealing to the eye. They 
are also much better at dispersing heat and that 
helps control the temperature of the brakes. The 
down side is limited to cost, which isn't so much of 
a problem now that alloys are more common. 
Strength is the final down side, as a majority of alloy 
wheels are softer, making them much easier to 
damage than a steel wheel and they are even 
known to fail completely under heavy impact. 




Forged/billet 

Although these look virtually the same forged or billet wheels are an improvement on normal alloy 
wheels. Both names are correct but mean slightly different things: billet refers to the single, uncast 
piece of solid billet metal (in this case aluminium) that the wheel is made from. The process of then 
forming the shape of the wheel by machining, pressing or rolling that metal is known as forging. 
Starting off with a single, dense piece of metal ensures the wheel is much stronger than a wheel 
that is cast from a mould, as there is essentially no weak points in its design. Made entirely from 
aluminium, these wheels are also tend to be much lighter than usual alloy wheels and for these 
reasons, forged wheels tend to be found on expensive modified cars or competition cars where 
these kinds of gains are acknowledged and appreciated. 

However, the complex forming process makes forged wheels very expensive to construct, so the 
one down side to them has to be the cost factor. It doesn't help that only certain companies are 
equipped to manufacturer them, so options to choose from are limited and designs aren't quite so 
intricate as some cast wheels. 
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Split-rims 

Split-rims are sometimes known as modular 
wheels, although both names give you a good 
clue as to how they are constructed, namely that 
the wheels are made up of more than one piece 
and can be literally split apart. Whereas steel, cast 
or forged alloy wheels are formed into a single 
piece, split-rims are constructed from two or three 
separate sections that are fixed together with a 
series of nuts and bolts located along the outside 
edge and designed to be split apart if required. 

The benefits to split-rims are huge. First, there's 
the ability to alter the width by unbolting them and 
changing the size and dish of each section. This 
can also alter the offset, if required, making them 
ideal for any kind of custom application where the 
fitment might be a little unconventional, such as 
competition cars with very wide aftermarket 
arches. The second benefit is strength. The outer 
facing section, or lip, of a split-rim is often made 
from stainless steel rather than alloy, making it 
very strong and ideal for forms of motorsport, 
where an alloy could potentially shatter or fail. 

The down sides of splits are minimal, the main 
one being cost. Split-rims are notoriously 
expensive, usually because they are custom-made 
for each application. Also, by their nature, they are 
fairly heavy - especially in comparison to a similar 
sized forged alloy wheel • 
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Discover detailing. 
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^ cac^ C€i^e^ 



LEARN THE SECRETS OE 
AUTOMOTIVE DETAILING 
AT WAXSTOCK 2015. 


From simple car care hints 

AND TIPS TO MACHINE 
POLISHING ADVICE FROM THE 

PROS, you'll discover more 

DURING ONE DAY OUT THAN 
FROM SPENDING WEEKS ONLINE. 


YOU CAN ALSO SAVE HUNDREDS 
OE POUNDS ON DETAILING 
GEAR, WITH DOZENS OF 
EXCLUSIVE OEEERS ON 
SPECIALIST PRODUCTS. 


WATCH A LIVE DEMO. TRY A 
MACHINE POLISHER EOR SIZE. 

SEE CARS COMPETE IN THE 
DETAILING WORLD SHOWDOWN. 


ALL AT WAXSTOCK, EUROPE S 
LARGEST CAR CARE EVENT. 


EOR ONE DAY ONLY. 



Snqfooi 


RUPES 


SUN 26 JU’tY2015. RICOH ARENA, 'CTI^GE. STANDARD ENTRY £t5 [SEE WWW.WAXSTOCK.COM EOR EULL INEORMATION]. 

% ^ : 




BRAKES 

www.ebcbrakes.com 


IBESTf OF 

K MADE BRAKES 


BRAKE PADS - Choose from grippy Greenstuff for spirited use on lighter hot hatches, 
Redstuff for fast street on medium weight cars, Yellowstuff for all out grip and track use on 
lighter cars or Bluestuff for the ultimate street and trackday pad that has set the Impreza 
and EVO community buzzing. Latest compound is the Orangestuff full race grade pads. 


WANT A QUALITY DAILY DRIVER PAD? 

Try the new Ultimax 2 premium replacement pad. 
/ The world's first and only true ECO friendly pad 
/ Great brake feel for everyday driving and 
/ A new lower price point 


THREE SPORT DISC CHOICES 

GD series slotted and dimpled (black) 
for fast street, USR fine slotted (black) 
or new high carbon BSD series BLADE 
discs (silver) for fastest street and 
track day use. For daily driver cars the 
EBC premium OE replacement discs 
are a great choice with a superb price 
point and great value for money. 


EBC Brakes pads are now made 
using the Nucap Canada NRS he. 
retention backing plate system, 
guaranteed NEVER to debond 
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Tech Focus: 


BMW 

Diesel Engines 

In the previous months we’ve covered petrol engines, which 
means it’s time to detail BMW’s portfolio of diesel engines... 

Words: Simon Holmes Photography: BMW 


here was once a time when BMW was 
famed for its iconic straight-six petrol 
engines. But the natural evolution of 
development has meant that BMW has 
become renowned for its diesel engines 
too. At first, these weren't anything too 
special, but by the late 1990s the six-cylinder diesels 
were gaining a reputation for punchy performance 


and the early sporting diesel BMWs were true game 
changers for the whole car world. 

Since then, slowly but surely, the naturally aspirated 
straight-six petrol engines have made way for forced 
induction diesel powerplants that produce more 
power, torque and economy with less emissions. It's 
no wonder that diesels have become an unstoppable 
force and it's even more remarkable when you 


consider BMW hasn't been developing the diesel for 
long in the grand scheme of things. The first oil 
burning engine was launched in the early 1980s and 
although there have been updates and overhauls, in 
comparison to their petrol counterparts, there haven't 
been too many all-new engines over the years. So 
here we can cover all the diesels, in their various 
types, formations and sizes, in one go... 




THE NUMBER OF CYLINDERS 

1 : Straight-four 

2: Straight-six (or straight-four 
for N-coded engines) 

3: Straight-six (or straight-three 
for new B code units) 

4: Straight-four 
5: Straight-six 
6: V8 
7: VI 2 
8: VI 0 


TECHNICAL UPDATE 

TU: A major update to 
the engine, e.g single 
to double Vanos 


FUEL TYPE 

B: Petrol 
D: Diesel 
E: Electric 
G: Natural gas 
H: Hydrogen 




ENGINE VARIATIONS 

0: Original engine design 
1 -9: Revision of original 
design but still the same 
basic engine group. More 
substantial changes than 
indicated by TU’ suffix 


ENGINE SIZE 

20: 2.0-litre 
30: 3.0-litre 
40: 4.0-litre 
and so on... 


ENGINE FAMILY 

M: Engines designed pre-2001 
N: Engines designed post-2001 
B: New modular engines post-2013 
S: BMW Motorsport production engine 
P: BMW Motorsport racing engine 
W: An engine from an external supplier 
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This was BMW's first, and 
subsequently only, diesel to 
feature a V8 formation. It was 
launched solely for use in the 7 
Series models back in 1998 and 
was used right up until 2009. 
You might not have heard of it 
before as these V8 diesel 
models weren't available in the 
UK. It was an advanced engine, 
fitted with double overhead 
cam, 24-valve heads and 
featured common rail fuel 
injection. At first only available in 
3.9-litre capacity, later came a 
bigger 4.4-litre version. The 
more powerful six-cylinder 
diesels replaced the need for it. 


M67 


M21 


Released in 1983, this was BMW's 
first diesel engine. It was closely 
based on the M20 petrol engine 
and so shared its straight-six 
configuration as well as its single 
overhead camshaft, 12-valve head 
and cambelt, instead of chain, 
arrangement. It was fitted to E30 
3 Series and E28 and E34 5 
Series models and was only 
available in a 2.4-litre capacity but 
there was a turbocharged version 
for added power. Other than that 
BMW invested very little time into 
the engine and it remained 
virtually unchanged until it was 
retired in 1993. 


M57 

Arriving in 1998 and ending 
production nine years later, this 
straight-six engine could be 
considered BMW's first real step 
towards significantly developing 
diesel technology. It featured a 
24-valve, double overhead 
camshaft arrangement matched 
to an iron block and either a 
mono- or twin-turbo set up. 
There were five variations 
including later Technical Updates 
that ranged in power levels with 
a 2.5-litre or 3.0-litre capacity. 


M51 

BMW's second attempt at a 
diesel engine arrived in 1991. 
Much like its predecessor, this 
six-cylinder came in one size 
only, this time 2.5-litre, but it 
was also only available with a 
turbocharger. More powerful 
versions were also fitted with an 
intercooler, known as TDS 
models. The M51 came fitted to 
the E36 3 Series, E34 or E39 5 
Series and E38 7 Series models 
and ran all the way until the turn 
of the century, when it was 
replaced in 2000. 
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N57 

The MS? had paved the way for 
high performance diesel 
engines and the replacement 
straight-six N57 that arrived in 
2008 capitalised on that 
success. It was of similar design, 
and came only as a 3.0-litre, but 
used a much lighter alloy block, 
common rail high-pressure 
injection and variable vane 
turbocharger technology. The 
hugely advanced and potent 
engine is still fitted to various 
current BMW models 
throughout the range and there 
are different versions to suit, 
such as the triple-turbocharged 
variation in the X5/6 M50d. 





M41 


The brand-new B57 is due to 
slowly start phasing out the N57 
this year, and is so new BMW 
hasn't released any images of it 
yet! The 3.0-litre straight-six 
features a similar layout and 
single turbocharger, although 
advances may be seen later in 
its production. The B57 is part of 
BMW's new modular family of 
engines, which means it closely 
shares its design and many of its 
parts with other BMW engines 
of different sizes in order to save 
on costs. 


M47 


Much like the equivalent six- 
cylinder of the same time 
period, the four-cylinder M47 
was a huge step forward. It 
arrived in 1999 and all engines 
were turbocharged and featured 
2.0-litre capacity with 1 6-valve, 
double overhead cam heads 
mated to an iron block. Later, 
through a TU, more efficient 
common rail fuel injection and 
more advanced variable 
geometry turbochargers were 
also introduced. The engine 
came fitted to various models 
from the E87 1 Series to the first 
generation X3 and ended 
production in 2007. 


This was BMW's first four- 
cylinder diesel engine, 
introduced to the market in 
1 994. It shared a majority of its 
parts with the M51 six-cylinder 
diesel engine on which it was 
based, and so featured the same 
single overhead cam and two- 
valve per cylinder setup. The 
engine was only available as a 
turbocharged 1 .7-litre and came 
fitted to the E36 3 Series models 
until it was replaced in 2000. 
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B37 

This is the first and only three- 
cylinder diesel engine BMW has 
ever built. It is from the same 
modular family as the B47 and 
B57, so it shares many parts. 
The lightweight engine features 
common rail injection and a 
variable geometry, single 
turbocharger. It was first 
launched in the MINI, but has 
since started filtering through to 
the BMW range, starting with 
the 2 Series Active Tourer and 
later in the year, a 1 Series 
version will follow. 


N47 

This was a new and improved 
version of the M47, launched in 
the face-lifted 1 Series in 2007. 

It was similar in design and 
layout to the last of the M47 
engines, but now featured an 
alloy block with cast iron liners. It 
was also initially offered only as 
a 2.0-litre and came fitted to 
virtually every small and 


medium sized BMW, but a 
smaller 1 .6-litre version 
emerged much later on for use 
in the 1 16d. All engines were 
turbocharged but some 
performance models featured 
twin-turbochargers. The 
engine is only just being 
replaced in models across the 
BMW range now. 


B47 

This is the latest and greatest 
from BMW to replace the 
ageing N47. It's a four-cylinder, 
turbocharged diesel, again with 
a similar 16-valve, double 
overhead camshaft 
arrangement and an alloy block. 
It currently comes only as 2.0- 
litre but with varying levels of 
power to suit the model and it's 
notably more efficient and 
powerful than its predecessor. 
It's also part of BMW's new 
modular family. 
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F13 640d 


The 640d encapsulated everything great about a modern diesel. Hailed as one of the most 
complete packages in the BMW line-up, used prices are now better than ever. . . 


Words: Simon Holmes Photography: BMW 


■ II 'he 640d was a game changer. This was 
firmly noted in the press when the car 
was first introduced and the recent drop 
in secondhand prices which has now 
J made them more accessible to the 
masses, has cemented its place in the history books 
The 640d first arrived in the UK back in 201 1 as 
part of the newly released FI 3 6 Series platform. 
The range-topping diesel was the successor to the 
previous 635d model, although the badging was a 
little misleading. Powering the 640d was the same 
2993CC, six-cylinder, twin-turbo diesel carried over 
from the previous generation. The combination 


provided a wholesome 313hp at its 4400rpm peak 
but more impressive was the huge wave of torque 
that accompanied it: 465lb ft at just ISOOrpm. This 
equated to more than ample performance that 
would have worried most M cars ten years ago; a 
0-62mph time of just 5.5 seconds and a 155mph 
top speed ensured that. But whilst it was able to 
decimate Tarmac with ease, its real ability came with 
the accompanying fuel economy and emissions, 
with a more than respectable 51 .4mpg combined 
figure and emissions of just 145g/km. It was helped 
hugely by the new eight-speed automatic gearbox, 
(the only option available) and, coupled with the 


huge torque, ensured the car was never caught off 
guard when it came to performance or economy. 

Aside from the hugely capable running gear, the 
new 6 Series platform it was fitted in was longer, 
lower, wider and notably prettier than the previous 
6 Series. It appeared to have matured into its larger 
proportions with grace, having gained a more 
slender look to its design. There was also more boot 
space although the fuel tank was the same 70-litre 
size carried over from its predecessor. 

Inside was more lavish than ever, too. The overall 
design was more pleasing to the eye. There was a 
touch of elegance to its design, which now 
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incorporated a nnore driver and passenger friendly fit 
and feel. The large centre console dominated the 
main cabin space and also housed the standard fit 
iDrive controller and a large 10.2-inch screen. 

There was plenty else to be happy about as a 
new 6 Series owner, too, as standard specification 
was on another level of luxury. The Dakota leather 
trim was standard, as was the Professional Media 
Package with sat nav, ambient lighting, heated seats, 
electric folding mirrors, 1 8-inch alloys, xenon 
headlights, Bluetooth, cruise control with brake 
function, parking sensors (front and rear) and a sport 
multi-function steering wheel. 


However, all of this came at a substantial cost. 

The range-topping diesel cost a mighty £62,080 
new and trim levels were limited to just the SE and 
M Sport models - the latter costing an extra £4665. 
Unlike the half-hearted M Sport offering available on 
the previous 6 Series models, this time BMW did 
things properly and introduced a comprehensive 
package. As well as larger 19-inch M alloys there 
were also Sports seats, an M Aero kit, a different 
steering wheel, anthracite headlining and various 
smaller trim parts inside and out finished in dark 
chrome and Shadlowline. 

By 2012 the official 62mph figure had dropped to 


just 5.3 seconds, although power and torque 
remained the same. Drive Performance Control also 
became standard, giving the option of Eco Pro, 
Comfort and Sport modes, and in 2013 standard 
specification increased to include DAB. The 640d 
model still continues to run in the current range and 
the FI 3 Six has just received a mild face-lift, which 
means prices of earlier cars may well be due a 
further drop in the near future. However, there are 
already plenty to choose from, as good deals on 
finance and company car tax, due to the lower 
emissions, made them a popular choice. And best of 
all, they have shed most of their deprecation already. 
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Buying one 

How does a 201 1 640d for less than £24,000 
sound to you? We found a 201 1 exannple, an M 
Sport no less, for sale at £23,995, although the 
nnileage at 1 18,000 might make you think twice. 
Admittedly, the cars with 40,000 or so less miles for 
just £2000 more in similar M Sport guise do make 
more sense in the long run. Better still, we found a 
2012 M Sport model with 40,000 miles on it for 
£27,000 or, if you were less fussy about the spec 
and more fussy about the mileage, then we also 
found a more basic SE model with just 20,000 
miles under its belt for the same price. A majority of 
cars sit below the £30,000 mark and for that 
budget there's a huge wealth of cars to choose 
from. After that sort of money you can get yourself a 
car that is less than a year old with less than 10,000 
miles on it for £40,000 and above. You might also 
be surprised to learn that BMW's own approved 


used cars are some of the cheapest on offer, with 
cars starting at £27,000. All have a one-year 
warranty and there are currently more than 100 
available to choose from on its website. 

There are a couple of things to bear in mind 
when trawling through the various examples on 
offer for sale. For a start, M Sport models are far 
more common but the ride is a little harsher on the 
larger wheels, so consider a test-drive in cars with 
and without the optional Variable Damper Control 
as you may well find it crucial. Plenty of models 
were fitted out with other handy options worth 
looking out for, such as Adaptive LED headlights, a 
Head-Up Display and Comfort Seats, so compare 
cars you come across carefully. 

Otherwise, you should be aware of the general 
running costs; it's probably a lot cheaper then you 
might be expecting! Thanks to the low emissions. 


road tax is only £145 a year for all 640d models, 
whilst servicing costs shouldn't be enough to scare 
you off either. At a BMW main dealer, an oil change 
is £152, whilst a full service will cost around £450. 

A set of front brake pads are £283. These prices are 
not much more expensive than a high performance 
3 Series of a similar year. However, other running 
costs should be considered. Fuel is the main one, 
and although it can be very frugal, it's hard to get 
BMW's claimed figures. You should still see an mpg 
figure well into the 40s on a run, which will drop to 
an average overall figure nearer the mid-30 mark 
when driven with some gusto, or around town. 

Tyres are another thing to consider, as the 6 Series 
likes to run on big boots and it does tend to wear 
through them thanks to its performance and weight. 
Other than that, there are actually very few things to 
look out for, which we will cover here. 
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Wheels, tyres and brakes 

All of the wheel options fitted to the 640d were big, 
starting with the 1 8s on the SE ranging to the 20- 
inch items on the later M Sport Plus package. 
Unfortunately, all of the wheels seem susceptible to 
damage from potholes, so inspect wheels for signs 
of serious damage or repairs, ideally from behind. 

Run-flat tyres were standard on all 640d models 
but, as with other BMWs, there is much debate as 
to how much they affect road holding and ride 
comfort. As a result, many owners have swapped to 
non-run-flat tyres, which is fine except there is no 
spare wheel, so make sure you know what is fitted. 
Run-flat tyres should have 'RSC written on them, 
which stands for 'Run-flat System Component'. 

Brakes wise, the 6 Series likes to go through a 
set of pads, particularly at the rear as the traction 
control system applies the rear brakes to maintain 
control. Check using the iDrive screen to see when 
they next need doing. 



Engine 

The N57 six-pot diesel under the bonnet isn't 
actually a particularly new engine, having first been 
introduced back in 2008. However, that works 
massively in the 640d's favour. Earlier N57 engines 
fitted to other models were known to suffer from 
the odd fault but by the time the 640d came 
around in 201 1, virtually every issue had been 
thoroughly ironed out, making these engines nigh- 
on bulletproof. Whether that will change as these 
cars get older remains to be seen, as older N57s 
are known for the odd turbo or injector failure, but 


right now these don't seem to be an issue. 

You should be aware that these cars do use a lot 
of battery power and due to the smart charging 
system that only charges the battery when it needs 
to, it is possible to get caught out with a flat battery 
if the car is only used for short journeys and then 
parked up for some time. A faulty battery will often 
cause all kinds of strange faults and error code 
messages to appear, so if the car does show any 
peculiar behaviour, always check the battery's 
health first of all. 



Bodywork 

There should be very little to look out for here, so 
just give the body a good going over for signs it's 
been well looked after in the past. Parking dents, 
smashed foglights, scraped paint and stone chips 
are all signs the car may well have endured a harder 
life than perhaps other examples have, and 
considering there are so many to choose from, you 
should try and avoid these kinds of cars unless the 


price makes it worth it. Check to make sure the 
panel gaps look even all-round and look for signs of 
broken clips and bits of trim that may indicate the 
car has been involved in a crash of any kind. It's 
always worth HPI checking the car for peace of 
mind, unless the car is coming from an established 
dealer who has the paperwork present. 

Also, if the car is fitted with the Park Assist option 


then check that the external cameras work as they 
should, as they have been known to fail. They are 
located in the bootlid, door mirrors and front 
bumper and if the screen comes up with a 'camera 
malfunction' notice, then it's likely part of the 
camera's wiring loom has corroded rather than the 
camera itself being at fault. It's relatively easy to 
replace though. 
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Transmission and drivetrain 


The automatic gearbox, along with the rest 
of the running gear, is very strong but faults 
have been known to occur with the shifting 
mechanism of the eight-speed. If it 
displays any trouble shifting between 
modes then expect to replace the shifter 
mechanism soon. Any hesitation or jerky 
gear changes at low speed are likely to be 
related to the adaptive throttle's self- 
learning program, which is designed to 
work with the gearbox to learn your 
personal driving traits. It's wise to reset this, 
which is done by turning the ignition on, 
pressing the throttle to the floor for 5-10 
seconds or so and then releasing the 
pedal. You should then wait a couple of 
minutes before going for a drive. 
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steering and suspension 

Fundamentally, there's little to worry about here, 
although some 6 Series owners have 
complained of a strange oscillating vibration 
through the car after encountering bumps at 
speed. Often this can be related to worn tyres, 
bent wheels or out of alignment suspension, but 
if the vibration persists the front wheel bearing 
assemblies have been known to be the cause. 

Other than that, the optional Active Roll 
Stabilization system can cause a groaning noise 
or even a light grinding that can be felt through 
the steering wheel and it seems to happen at 
any speed and regardless of direction. It's usually 
due to a valve blocked but it can sometimes be 
the pump, which becomes more costly. 




get away with greasing the front section of the 
underside of the seat, as this is likely the cause. If 
not, then the only other solution seems to be 
replacing the seat track itself, so prepare for a trip 
to the dealer. Electrical issues can also be a 
problem, although the Six doesn't share nearly as 
many faults as its 5 Series FIO brother. It's mainly 
the iDrive system that can cause issues, so watch 
out for a system that keeps rebooting or freezing, 
as although a software update might cure it, if 
you're unlucky it will need replacing. 


Whilst the build quality is generally good, there 
may be the odd unwelcome squeak or rattle, and 
the front seats are particularly prone to this. If 
there's a light rattle from the passenger side then 
check for the simple solution first: that the belt 
buckle is not the cause. It should be covered in a 
soft material but this can wear off and cause a 
rattle. If the rattle sounds like it is coming from 
underneath the driver or passenger seat, and/or 
the seat feels in anyway loose with slight side-to- 
side movement, then it's more serious. You might 


Interior 
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Verdict 

If you happen to have the best part of £30,000 ready 
and waiting to buy your next BMW, then there aren't 
many reasons why you wouldn't want to choose a 640d. 
Other than the physical size of the car, there's very little 
holding it back. What other three-year-old car looks this 
good, goes this well, offers this level of luxury with such 
reasonable day-to-day running costs all for less than half 
its original price? 

Of course, depreciation is something to consider but 
the car has obviously done a vast majority of its value- 
shedding already, and considering you can be driving 
around in a current shape 640d for the same price as a 
diesel 3 Series, it's certainly worth thinking about... 




F13 


640cl 


ENGINE: Straight-six, twm-turbo 
CAPACITY: 2995cc 
MAX POWER: 513hp 
MAX TORQUE: 465lb ft 

0-62MPH: 5.5 seconds (5.5) 

TOP SPEED: 155mph 
EMISSIONS: 145g/km 
ECONOMY: 51.4mpg 
PRICE NEW: £65,680 (£75,450) 

(figure in brackets for post 2012 model) 
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WORRIED ABOUT EXPENSIVE 

BMW REPAIR BILLS? 


If your BMW goes wrong, you could be faced with wallet busting repair bills. Not to mention the 
hassle of dealing with the garage and being without your motor for days, or even weeks on end. 


t MONEY 

I BACK 


, 95 % 


f mufti 

[award 

I WINNING 


An award-winning car repair plan from Warrantywise gives you total peace of mind when 
your car goes bang! All of our plans include car hire, hotel & onwards travel expenses as well 
as recovery as standard. You can also take your car to any VAT registered garage in the UK or 
Europe for repairs! 


Prices start from just £30 per month. Best of all its been 
designed by me, Quentin Willson. 


^ Designed by Quentin Willson 




»’■ 


QUENTIN WILLSON’S VIDEO GUIDE 

Watch as motoring expert, Quentin Willson, explains the 
benefits of a used car warranty. 


Watch Quentin’s Video Guide 

www.warrantywise.co.uk/guide 





r 




w Get a Quote Online 

^ warrantywise.co.uk 


Call us on Freephone 

/ 0800 678 3701 


Warrantywise 

Simply the Best in the Business 



Specialising in alloy wheels, we stock over 80 different types 
of original equipment including genuine BM wheels, BBS, 
AC Schnitzer, Alpina and aftermarket styles!! 




We can offer a prompt delivery service or we can 
provide free local fitting {subject to conditions) 


To view our full, current stock visit our website 
which is continually updated 


Call us on 01323 647222 



FurnitureClinic 

care and repair 

LEATHER CARE & 
REPAIR SPECIAUST5 

Manufacturers of a unique range of leather cleaning, 
repair & restoration products. 



• SCUFFS, SCRATCHES, RIPS, TEARS & DURNS 
• COMPLETE RESTORATION OR COLOUR CHANGE 
• CLASSIC & MODERN CARS 

• DIY CLEANING, REPAIRS RESTORATION KITS AVAILABLE 

Brandies notionwide offering o full leather restoration service. Exact colour 
motches ovoiloble using advanced colour fechrwiogy or from one of 10,000+ 
colours in our colour computer dotabase. 


Head CHfice: furniture Clink, Unit 10, Hobson Industrial Estate, 
Burttopfield, New«iislle Upon Tyne, NE16 6EA 
teh 0844 879 3691 fdx: 01207 270 940 
email; etM|uities@fuitiftur edinic.co.uk webi www.fumituredinic.c9.uk 
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Elliott’s lost his marbles and invested in another E28 Alpina, the 135i receives some further fettiing, 
the M635CSi suffers at the hands of some crooks plus a round-up from the rest of the fleet 


Alpina B9 


As mentioned in last month's column 
hex's battery was in dire need of 
replacement. When you don't get to 
use your classic car every day it's 
important to know it's in fine fettle 
and ready to go when the opportunity 
to enjoy it does arise. 

A quick search on the Euro Car 
Parts website threw up a number of 
options at various price points and 
with varying specifications. Choosing a 
Bosch battery was an easy decision as 
it's a brand I recognise and respect 
and, rightly or wrongly, I thought a 
Bosch battery was more likely to stand 
up to the more infrequent use a 
classic car gets than a cheaper 
alternative. Several options were listed 
for my car though. A quick check of 
the existing battery spec suggested the 
old one wasn't really man enough for 
the job. You can see from the picture 
the difference in physical size of the 
two items. The new battery also has a 


higher performance rating (cold 
cranking amps of 480 vs 380 and 56 
amp hours versus just 40). Whilst I 
have little idea what that actually 
means, more is surely better? The 
price was a pleasant surprise, too: a 
very reasonable £64 including a three- 
year warranty. 

While the battery was out it made 
sense to check and inspect the battery 
tray floor (solid) and clean and spray 
up the bracket that holds the unit in 
place. All easy stuff, but it's nice to get 
to work on the car rather than have a 
garage do simple maintenance jobs. 

Needless to say the car fired up 
straight away and we were off to the 
seaside. I know it's not exactly the 
perfect location to take a classic car, as 
I doubt the sand is great for bodywork, 
but it was a sunny day and the kids 
love going out in the Alpina so I didn't 
take much convincing. 

Having shamed myself into it in last 


month's report. I'm pleased to confirm 
that I have finally got around to taking 
the car to my preferred bodyshop to 
get a quote for sorting the bodywork 
out. I was pleased they didn't laugh or 
faint when looking over the car 
although there was some sucking 
through teeth and rubbing of chins. 
The problem, as they rightly pointed 
out, is that you never really know what 
you are dealing with until you are too 
far gone into the job to go back. I was 
warned to therefore assume that 
some extra work would crop up over 
and above that which they would 
quote for. I do need some sort of a 
ballpark price to work to, though, as 
it's not a Ferrari 250 GTO - I can't just 
keep throwing money at it regardless 
of the cost. As I write this they haven't 
got back to me with a quote but I'm 
still hopeful they will be prepared to 
take the job on, fingers crossed. 

The trip to the bodyshop also 


spurred me on to tidy up a few DIY 
areas of the bodywork. In some 
respects it's pointless doing anything 
to it given it will hopefully be fully 
stripped back soon but I enjoy 
spending time working on the car and 
there were some obvious marks that 
were easily tackled. I've never been a 
great fan of paint touch up sticks but 
that changed this month when I 
discovered Halfords 'Scratch & Chip 
Repair Kit'. At just £8.49 it's a 
revelation. The kit comes with the 
usual primer, plus a 'keying' tool to 
prepare the surface prior to paint. The 
really smart bit, though, is the fine 
applicator tip. It's finer/thinner than a 
ballpoint pen and allows you to apply 
the paint with absolute precision. The 
days of large blobs of paint sitting 
proud of a stone chip are long gone. If 
you have stone chips and you've been 
planning to tackle them, then I highly 
recommend this product. 


90 BMwcar 






LONGTERMERS 



There is bigger news this nnonth 
though! Regular readers nnay 
rennember me talking about the often 
long-winded process of buying rare 
classic car models and how you have 
to pounce on an opportunity when it 
presents itself. I won't beat around the 
bush here - I've bought another B9! 
There must only be about ten B9s left 
in the country and, given I already 
own one of them, I wasn't going to 
miss the chance to add another to 
the collection. The story of how I 
came to find and buy it is completely 
bizarre (I prefer to think of it as fate) 
so I won't risk you thinking I'm having 
you on by recounting it here, but it's 
such a Sliding Doors situation I do 
believe it was meant to be. It involved 
a pedigree cat called Samson, a 
chance discussion with a neighbour 
and a motorbike. 

The car in question is a 1984 
A-registration manual gearbox 


example, finished in Baltic blue and 
complete with its original Sytner 
numberplates. It is probably the 
lowest mileage B9 left of the original 
batch of 64 RHD cars with just 
83,000 miles on the clock and one 
owner from new. To say I am pleased 
to have found it is an understatement. 

As you can see from the pictures 
it's a true 'barn find' in the proper 
sense, having sat completely dormant 
in a barn for the past 12 years. It was 
taken in for some bodywork (it's an 
E28 after all) received some welding 
and then the money stopped being 
sent. It therefore sat there literally 'as 
was' with the car stripped down in 
preparation for a full repaint. 

I am reliably informed by the guys 
who received the car all those years 
ago that it drove superbly and 
sounded fantastic. They don't usually 
drive customer cars but 
understandably didn't pass on the 


chance to drive such a rare model 
when the owner offered. 

The night before the collection was 
fairly sleepless due to the excitement 
and trepidation of what I might be 
getting. Whilst I had seen the car with 
my own eyes, it was so completely 
covered in dust and random car parts 
it was still a big leap of faith. At that 
point I didn't even know what colour 
it actually was! 

Collection day was fantastic. The 
sight of the car rolling out into the 
daylight for the first time in more than 
a decade was hugely uplifting. 

Lugging all the parts down from the 
mezzanine floor of the barn was less 
so! It felt very rewarding, though, 
collecting all the parts one by one and 
ticking them off the missing list. I was 
especially relieved to be able to 
account for the Alpina specific parts, 
like the seats and front and rear 
spoilers, as they are impossible to find 


on the secondhand market so could 
have created something of a 
headache had they not been there. 

With the car and spare parts 
securely loaded onto the back of a 
transporter the journey home took all 
of two or three minutes - yes, the car 
really was that close by all that time. I 
told you it was fate. It was quite a 
contrast to purchasing my first B9, the 
ex-press car, where myself and a 
friend booked one-way flights to 
central France to drive a completely 
unseen car back to Blighty. It was an 
eventful trip but that's another story 
for another day. 

With the car now safely tucked up 
and sharing garage space with HEX 
991 Y I need to formulate a plan fairly 
quickly so it doesn't just move from 
one place of rest to another, but first 
of all I need to stock up on vacuum 
bags and dust masks! 

Elliott Stiling 
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MS’s folding rear seats make 
carrying larger items, like 
these wheels, an easy job 


F10 M5 



This month my wife and I took part in 
the Blenheim Palace Triathlon. The 
M5 provided transport for us, our 
bikes and triathlon equipment, two 
children, a mother-in-law, and a 
picnic. It performed admirably, being 
comfortable for five on the journey 
there and back. Also, as it poured with 
rain for much of the day, it played the 
role of day tent and entertainment 
centre for the children. I was in the 
second wave of runners at 9.20am, 
while my wife was in the 1 8th at 
3.30pm. This meant quite a bit of 
hanging around. The tablet DVD 
system entertained, and the interior 
took the hammering from two wet, 
mud-covered children surprisingly 
well - although a deep clean was 
required afterwards, including a carpet 
shampoo. At the end of the day the 
car whisked us all home again in the 
luxury of very hot, much-needed 
heated seats. 

The bike carriers performed 
perfectly. They were easy to fit and 
use. They were quiet while in use 
with almost no noticeable wind noise 
or change in vehicle handling. At the 
end of the day it was quick and easy 
to remove the bikes, and the carriers 
from the car. I would highly 
recommend the BMW bike carrier. I 
only carry two bikes but apparently 
three can be comfortably mounted. 

I finally got around to taking the 
M5 back to BMW to investigate the 
vibration under braking. It had been 
four weeks (and around a thousand 
miles) since I had the new brakes 


fitted and if anything the problem was 
getting worse. 

I dropped the car off on a Monday 
morning. I took a technician out for a 
test-drive and was easily able to 
demonstrate the problem. I left the 
car with them, and waited for their 
call. Just after lunch, they called to 
inform me that the brakes were 
warped, and that they would be 
replacing the front discs and pads. 

This would be covered by the new 
parts warranty on the brakes that 
were fitted earlier in the month. They 
also informed me that they had 
checked the hubs and wheels, and 
that these were within tolerance, and 
not responsible for the vibration. As 
the parts had to be ordered, the car 
wouldn't be ready for collection until 
the following day. This was fine with 
me, and due to other commitments, it 
was not until Wednesday that I picked 
up the M5. 

I had some errands to run, so 
immediately after collecting the M5, I 
popped around the corner to a garage 
where my wife's car was being 
serviced. From here I collected four 
wheels and tyres that need new 
rubber. These easily fitted in to the 
M5 with the rear seats folded down. 
The amount of interior space with the 
seats down is impressive, and they 
are simple to fold and put back up. I 
had a round trip of 100 miles, from 
Swindon to Micheldever Tyres near 
Andover and back. Most of this 
journey was accomplished on 
motorway and dual carriageway. I was 
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being careful with the new brakes to 
ensure that they bedded-in properly, 
and was feeling a little paranoid after 
my experience with the last set. Over 
the course of the journey very little 
braking was required. Disappointingly, 
what quickly became apparent, was 
that the vibration was still there. Even 
gentle applications on the motorway, 
would have the pedal pulsing 
underfoot, and the steering wheel 
gently vibrating in my hands. I tried 
soft and firm braking, at a range of 
speeds, but the sensation was always 
there. Even allowing the cruise control 
to brake the car on the motorway 
would have the vibration making itself 
known. As a result, the car has 
returned to BMW for further 
investigation. As the vibration is only 
present under braking, I am interested 
to see what the culprit can be. There 
is some suggestion of steering arms 
or bushes, or of unbalanced tyres. As I 
write this, the car is still at BMW 
awaiting an answer... 

David Ingram-Hill 
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YEAR: 2012 

MILEAGE THIS MONTH: 1103 
TOTAL MILEAGE: 50,992 
MPG THIS MONTH: 21.46 
COST THIS MONTH: Nil 


E24 M635CSi 


I'm going to have to keep my report 
this month relatively brief because if I 
think about it for too long I'm going 
to end up swearing. A lot. 

A couple of weeks back I needed 
to get something out of the boot of 
the M6 and as I was approaching the 
car from the rear I just unlocked the 
boot, located what I was after and as 
I was closing the lid back down I 
happened to glance through the rear 
screen into the interior of the car and 
was surprised to see the hi-vis vest 
that had been in the cockpit for the 
European trip last month. The cogs in 
my head stared to slowly whirr and it 
occurred to me that this vest had 
actually been in the glovebox... and 
my next thought was why did I leave 
the glovebox open? The cogs started 
to whirr a little bit faster at this point 
as I know that I never leave the 
glovebox open, so it could only mean 
one thing: the car must have been 
broken into. 

I quickly checked the side glass, as 
in my experience that's invariably the 
way cars get broken into, but when 
I'd established from where I was 
standing that all the windows were 
where they should be I had the awful 
thought that the would be thieves 
had damaged a door lock to get in. 

As irritating as a broken window can 
be it's a darn sight cheaper to replace 
than a door lock and associated 
panel damage but to my relief both 
door locks appeared to be okay. 
Which left the question of how on 
earth the car had been broken into! It 


was only when I'd reached the front 
of the car that the way the 
windscreen was sitting didn't look 
quite right and then the flecks of dust 
and detritus I spotted inside made 
sense - someone had cut round the 
windscreen seal and removed the 
windscreen to gain access to the car. 

The windscreen trims and seal 
were missing but it then occurred to 
me that there was actually more 
rubbish in the boot than I'd been 
expecting and in amongst all the 
other accumulated odds and sods I'd 
got in there I discovered the 
dechromed screen trims which had 
obviously been removed very carefully 
so as not to damage them. The cogs 
in my head were now whirring rapidly 
and my next thought was that the 
dirty little scroats were going to come 
back and steal the car. As this all 
happened late on a Sunday evening 
and I was due to be up with the 
dawn chorus the following day to go 
off on a shoot I needed a quick fix 
before I could get the Six moved the 
following day. I hastily removed the 
battery and let all the tyres down and 
disconnected a few bits and pieces 
under the bonnet - the only way they 
would get it now was with a flatbed 
equipped with a crane! 

With the screen held in place with 
gaffer tape I drove the M6 rather 
gingerly to BM Sport the following 
afternoon and after having given it the 
once over the screen trims were 
deemed to be slightly too damaged 
to refit. Bottom line was that it 


needed a new seal and dechromed 
trims which would come in at around 
£350, plus labour. It did appear that if 
I went directly to BMW Classic I could 
get the parts slightly cheaper but 
given I'm planning to eventually have 
the car resprayed I didn't really want 
to shell out for new trims now. I put a 
post on the excellent bigcoupe.com 
site and UK member Ron came to my 
rescue with a second-hand seal and a 
set of trims for a very reasonable sum 
- thanks Ron! 

I've only just got hold of them and 
haven't had a chance to get them 
fitted yet but I also need to decide 
what to do about security before I 
bring the M6 back home. Renting a 
garage is a possibility but I'm also 
looking at getting a wheel clamp and 
a steering wheel lock. I may also have 
an alarm fitted. What I really want to 
do is wire the car up to the mains 
supply and see how potential thieves 
like 240 volts... 

Bob Harper 



E24 M635CSi 

YEAR: 1988 

MILEAGE THIS MONTH: 24 
TOTAL MILE^E: 162,712 

MPG THIS MONTH: 18 
TOTAL COST: Still counting... 
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CONTACTS: 

www.clutchmasters.com 

www.vr-speed.com 

www.forgemotorsport.co.uk 


E82 135i 




First of all, I'm very pleased to report 
that the new clutch and downpipes 
fitted last month have made a huge 
difference to the way the car drives. 
Now I've done some miles in the car, 
the clutch has bedded-in properly and 
I've finally had a chance to really push 
the car harder. I have to say, it feels 
ferociously fast now and there's just 
so much torque from so low down. 
How quick is it? I plan to find out, but 
put it this way; it didn't even feel 
sluggish after driving around in the 
awesome M5 30 Jahre in this issue, 
which is some testament! 

Thankfully, the Clutchmasters- 
supplied fiber friction clutch kit seems 
to be lapping it all up with no trouble 
at all, so I no longer get clutch slip in 
the higher gears. Over the last few 
weeks the pedal's biting point has 
risen a little but it's settled now and 
although it is very slightly snatchier, it's 
not noticeable unless you spend 
some time in traffic. I genuinely think 
that's a small price to pay for a clutch 
that can actually take the car's full 
power without slipping. 

I've not quite stopped with the 


parts swapping just yet, though. Now 
the car is running at full power, other 
parts are likely to fail; after all, peak 
power is up around lOOhp at this 
point. So it's time to fit the metal 
chargepipe from VRSF along with the 
Forge diverter valves I've had tucked 
away for some time. Both of these 
items are originally made from plastic 
and are prone to failing, but these 
replacement parts are constructed 
from metal and both look and feel 
much better quality in comparison. 

After entrusting most of the work 
on the car so far to my good friend 
Clarke, I decided to embark on fitting 
these items by myself on the 
driveway one Saturday morning. It 
wasn't a particularly hard job but that 
didn't stop it taking a good few hours; 
it seems my time off from working on 
cars has slowed me down! To be fair, 
it was a bit tricky, as getting to the 
chargepipe required the removal of 
the usual scuttle panel plastics and 
wiper surrounds, as well as the air box 
and air intake. Then there are a few 
awkwardly placed clips, hoses and 
wiring plugs to contend with. 


Once the old parts were removed 
it was easy to see why they tend to 
fail: they look very flimsy next to the 
replacements. I chose the VRSF 
chargepipe as it was one of few that 
featured take-offs to keep the 
standard type diverter valves, so 
everything fitted back together pretty 
easily after tightening up the supplied 
jubilee clips. 

The diverter valves actually come 
supplied with different strength 
springs to ensure they open and close 
at the right times but I was unsure 
which springs to use, so I rang the 
guys at Forge beforehand for some 
advice and ended up buying a nifty 
little item the company usually 
supplies for Nissan GTR owners. 
Forge's clever Intake Pressure 
Compensation Valve (IPCV) is ideal 
for cars such as mine with adjustable 
turbo boost pressure settings, which 
can cause drivability and response 
issues for diverter, dump or blow-off 
valves. The problem is a harder spring 
is required for more boost and, 
ideally, a softer spring for less boost. 
It's not practical changing springs 


regularly, so this IPCV constantly 
regulates and evens the amount of 
pressure the diverter valves fight 
against. It does this by taking a 
pressure reading before the 
intercooler and ensuring the pressure 
is always higher than the valves can 
see. This means that drivability 
doesn't suffer from having super 
strong valves in place, making it well 
worth the £103.95 asking price. 

Fitting was super simple, too. 

With that done, it was then just a 
matter of putting everything back 
together. Without looking carefully, 
there's not actually a lot to see when 
everything is back in place as all the 
replacement items are finished in a 
crackle or gloss black, which I actually 
prefer as it all still looks standard 
under the engine bay. 

Everything fitted straight up without 
any problems and once connected it 
was time for a drive. There's definitely 
an improvement to throttle response 
now and the sound hasn't changed, 
which I'm happy about as I didn't 
want anything that attracts attention! 

I paid for the parts some time ago. 
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but a quick check over the receipts 
showed the diverter valves were 
£233.26 and the chargepipe worked 
out at £225 delivered, with all import 
duty paid. For the money, it's well 
worth the peace of mind knowing I'm 
not about to break down due to a 
flimsy bit of plastic. 

So next up is a trip to the dyno and 
then, hopefully, an outing to Santa 
Pod Raceway... 

Simon Holmes 
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YEAR: 2007 

MILEAGE THIS MONTH: 733 
TOTAL MILEAGE: 78,51^ 

MPG THIS MONTH: 31.2 
COST THIS MONTH: £104 
(Compensator valve from Forge) 


F20 1 1 8d Sport 


Flaving finally managed to book the 
1 Series in for its Oil Service I 
trundled over to the Steven James 
Ruxley garage - my first time using 
this dealership as our handy local one 
recently closed. Pulling into the large 
parking area I was directed to a 
parking spot by a beaming chap in a 
suit with a clipboard. Flaving 
deposited the 1 1 8d in a space, I then 
returned to the smiling young man 
who had already taken a note of my 
numberplate and knew what the car 
was booked in for as he escorted me 
into the main building. The guys on 
the service desk were very friendly 
and quickly ran through what the car 
was in for before I signed off the work 
and settled down in the waiting area. 

I'd requested a 'Fast Lane Service' 
(just called 'While You Wait' on the 
invoice), which the BMW site states 
aims to get you back on the road in 
90 minutes, though that's obviously a 
ballpark figure and the guy on the 
service desk had told me it would be 
a couple of hours, which was fine 
with me. Obviously there was a TV, 
the usual hot drink facilities and some 
comfy chairs, all very nice and as 
you'd expect and my phone and 
Bargain Hunt kept me entertained for 
the ensuing 90 minutes, after which I 
began checking my watch to see 
whether the 1 Series would be ready 
within the anticipated time. At the two 
hour mark one of the service team 
came over to inform me that the car 
was being washed and would be 
ready in a few minutes and I was 
actually in the car and ready to go just 
1 5 minutes later. I'd say that's pretty 
good service. I did notice on the 
invoice that the dealership offers a 
free collection service and a station 
shuttle service, so perhaps I'll look 
into one of those options if there is a 
next time. 

The final invoice listed the Oil 
Service, pollen filter change, my 
requested air-con service and the cost 


of a replacement rear wiper blade, 
which had been damaged previously. 
All this came to £372.31, which I 
suppose is not bad but makes me 
glad it wasn't coming out of my 
pocket as the 1 Series is a company 
car and on lease, so Unity picks up 
the tab. It reminded me why I use 
specialists (BM Sport, my specialist of 
choice, quoted me £288.39 for the 
same by comparison) and made me 
think about Service Inclusive. A glance 
at the BMW site shows that this costs 
£425 for five years - the 1 Series has 
done just over 16,000 miles in just 
over two years and is a on a three- 
year lease. It's unlikely to need 
another service in the next year, so 
with my mileage and ownership 
period. Service Inclusive wouldn't 
likely have made sense. Turns out that 
I'm covering what is now the average 
mileage according to reports from last 
year, so if I was doing a lot more 
miles or was planning to own the car 
for a period of five years, I think 
Service Inclusive would have proved a 
worthwhile investment. I guess you 
shouldn't assume that Service 


Inclusive is a must-have when 
purchasing your car and it definitely 
makes sense to weigh-up the pros 
and cons before committing. 

I will say that it's nice to come 
away with a clean car, and while I 
know no garage offers the sort of 
delicate valet service that we as car 
enthusiasts would like, for someone 
like me who doesn't own their car as 
such, and who has another car that 
gets all the TLC, it suits me just fine to 
see it clean and shiny. 

Elizabeth de Latour 



F20118d Sport 

YEAR: 2013 


MILEAGE THIS MONTH: 550 
TOTAL MILEAGE: 16,332 
MPG THIS MONTH: 48.2 
COST THIS MONTH: £371.31 (Oil Service, 
air-con service, rear wiper blade) 
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F30 320d Sport 


What's the daftest thing you've ever 
done either in or with your car? Been 
clocked at lOOnnph or nnore? Perhaps 
you fitted a set of tasty alloys, 
nnarvelled at the improved aesthetics 
then later claimed the resultant 
harshness introduced into the ride 
was intended 'sportiness'. Did you get 
sucked into the decals and sticker set, 
or, back in the day, lived out your Stig 
Blomqvist fantasies by fitting a set of 
over-sized Cibies and imagined 
yourself hammering around Kielder? 

I bet you've never attempted to 
remove bird guano with a scouring 
pad though have ya, eh? As idiocy 
goes, you'd have to be pretty stupid 
to attempt such lunacy, right? After all, 
these things are designed for use in 
one's grease-infested kitchens, not for 
our cars. Why on earth would 
somebody who cares for his car think 
this is a good idea? 

I've been to the US this month 
(good food, good natured people to 
the point of being annoying. Virgin 
Atlantic are still the best way of getting 
there and back etc) and was 
dismayed upon my return to spot 


several spots of welded-on poop 
splattered all over the roof. Darn. 
Worse, it had clearly been there for 
days and as the car was on the drive 
in full view of the morning sun, it had 
slowly baked itself into the paint, and 
would therefore require furious 
scrubbing to remove. 

Now at this point, the sensible 
thing of course would have been to 
venture indoors, fall into bed and 
sleep off the jet lag. But no. This 
particular cretin decided to clean it off 
then get some sleep. So, out came 
the hose and the bucket, along with 
some shampoo and a sponge. I set 
to, cleaning the entire car, paying 
particular attention to the roof. I didn't 
even use warm water for crying out 
loud, an obvious fact which didn't 
occur to me until later when the full 
horror presented itself. Anyway, let's 
not get ahead of ourselves. 

The cake wasn't shifting. At all. 

Even with our newly pressurised 
water, at best only a few tiny globs 
where being persuaded from the roof. 
Newly pressurised? I cannot recall if 
I've mentioned this previously but 


we've suffered through poor water 
pressure via the outside tap over the 
last couple of years, even to the point 
of having a whinge at Thames Water. 
Turns out the low/high setting on the 
hose had been set to, er, low. And I 
simply hadn't noticed... 

So, what to do? I tried really 
scrubbing with the sponge. Didn't 
even touch it. What on earth do these 
creatures feed on? I then got hold of 
the squeegee one uses during the 
winter months to scrape ice from the 
screen, employing the rubber strip on 
the underside, but all that did was 
send dirty water over the roof. And 
again, I really should have given up 
and gone to bed, later facing the 
problem with a clear mind. 

I returned indoors. And there it 
was. A scouring pad on the side of 
the kitchen sink. Used, a little worn 
and therefore, I hypothesised, not 
quite as severe as a new one. You 
have to admire the logic at work here, 
don't you? 

Back outdoors, I got it nice and 
soapy and, gingerly at first, applied 
circular motions with a little pressure 


to remove the stuff. Ah ha, success. It 
came off, easily at first but then 
slightly more reluctantly. The Jet Lag 
Devil was hard at work by now, 
though, so I simply applied pressure, 
then a little more. And then some 
more. And... aha! It's was all off! I 
washed, rinsed, and it looked okay. Of 
course it did because - as everybody 
always says - you shouldn't look at 
cars with wet bodywork, right? 

Chamois applied, the full impact 
was finally visible. The bottom line is a 
load of swirly scratch marks which, at 
best, will require the services of a 
good valeter to remove or, at worst, a 
company like Revive! to attend to, 
probably with a little amusement and 
several 'what a muppet' private 
thoughts. And if Revive! do come to 
fix it, I can also get them to repair that 
kerbed alloy which I scraped in 
Lavenham over a year ago... 

Perhaps I'm still jet lagged, as it's 
just occurred to me as I sit here 
writing this, that one of our 
neighbours clatters around town in an 
old Ford Escort van with the words 
'mobile valeter' written in large letters 
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down the side. So at sonne point over 
the next week or so I'll pop round and 
knock his door and see what his 
innpressions are. Providing they're 
printable, nnore on this next month. 

Finally, if you would like to see a 
video review of the i8 which was 
featured in last month's issue of BMW 
Car then plead head over to my 
YouTube channel. Comments, good or 
bad, are welcome. And, no, I don't 
expect to be the next presenter on 
Top Gear. 

Mark Williams (@QuentlyBentin) 



F30 320d Sport 

YEAR: 2012 

MILEAGE THIS MONTH: 1063 
TOTAL MILEAGE: 42,452 
MPG THIS MONTH: 47.6 
COST THIS MONTH: Nil, but hang around 
there’s time yet... 


The Everett Fleet 


A few things to report this month: the 
Compact Ti is finally on the road, 
taxed from the beginning of June and 
unlikely to do more than 1000 miles 
this year as part of its very well 
deserved retirement. It had been 
pretty much finished since March but 
too many other cars and projects saw 
it gathering dust. May saw it being 
taken to the very good KwikFit around 
the corner where MoT man Chris 
passed both the Compact and the 
blue 318i Convertible with flying 
colours. The Convertible needed the 
inevitable front flexi-hose and there 
was a tiny bit of play in a front 
balljoint. I replaced both of these 
advisory items within a day or two. 
The Compact, though, needed 
nothing at all. 

On its first outing - the 2015 
Classic Car show at Renishaw Hall, 
near Sheffield - I'd forgotten how 
lively this car is. Not fast, but on full 


throttle it zips round to 6000rpm 
nicely. The Z3 short-shift and M 
Technic suspension (all renewed a 
couple of years ago) makes it drive 
really well whilst the Daytona violet 
colour looks great in the sun. 

The 318i Touring now has a new 
diff. There was nothing wrong with the 
old one but with a 3.45 ratio it was a 
bit under-geared; at a steady 75mph 
it ran at over 3750rpm which could 
be quite tiring on a long trip. I had just 
acquired a load of virtually free E36 
bits including some new front discs 
and pads (now on the Convertible) 
and a 318tds diesel differential with a 
very tall ratio. E36 diffs are an easy 
enough swap and after an hour's 
work the new diff was in. 

Blimey, what a transformation. First 
is now good for 25-30mph, second 
will stride up to about 55mph and 
third gear is about where the old 
fourth was. Fourth gear is actually 


taller than fifth used to be, and fifth is 
good for 27mph per lOOOrpm 
(70mph is now 2500rpm). I had 
assumed that the ratio was 2.79:1 as 
the 325tds was 2.56 but in fact this 
318tds diff is a 2.65 so it really is very 
leggy. Really, a diff ratio of around 3:1 
would be perfect but BMW didn't do 
a small casing diff in a ratio like that. 

It all sounds good but whilst it still 
goes okay. I'm still getting used to it 
as it's easy to be in the wrong gear. 
The M43 1 .8 has decent mid-range 
torque but even so. On a 450-mile 
trip that included local driving, open 
A- and B-roads plus some motorway 
work the car returned a 38mpg 
average - not much less than my last 
320d E46 would do. I reckon on a 
long motorway trip at 70-80mph it 
would be in the low- to mid-40s - 
not bad for a car without Vanos or 
other modern technology. 

Andy Everett 
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Interior now fit for the car’s first track day thanks 
to Cobra seats and belts and some general tidying 
up. Below: Hub-centric rings for E39 alloys 



E36 318iS track car project 


With the bones of the car all done, 
attention can now be turned to the 
bits and bobs needed to finish it off 
ready for its first ever track day at 
Cadwell Park with the BMW Car Club. 

The first thing we need is a seat. 
Standard seats are okay but you can't 
beat a proper purpose-made seat and 
the one I chose was the Cobra 
Monaco. It's a very good budget seat 
that retails for under £200 and for 
that price there's no point in messing 
around with secondhand stuff. I 
looked at various used seats on eBay 
and most of them looked like they 
were fit for the skip. So, choice made, 

I drove over to Cobra's HQ in Telford 
and bought one there: problem 
solved. As for mounting brackets, the 
Monaco takes both base and side 
mounts and on the E36, there is a 
known problem with seat mountings. 
For some reason, the E36 has seats 
that have offset mounts so if you 
used standard mounts, the seats 
would sit skew-whiff to the pedals 
and steering wheel. There are various 
solutions to this and by far the best 
one is the seat mounting kit as sold 


by BMW competition specialist 
Automac (0844 288 6622). These 
allow a huge range of seat positions 
and are superbly made and very 
strong. At £85 for the pair they're 
good value. They bolt directly to the 
Cobra seats with alien bolts and from 
there to the standard E36 seat bolting 
points on the floor. I used old BMW 
M20 cylinder head bolt washers to 
spread the load a little more than the 
standard bolts and thin washers and 
after a few attempts to get my ideal 
driving position got it spot on. 

Next up to do were the harnesses. 
These were new Cobra items from 
Automac and were easy to fit. Sadly, 
the eyelets provided don't screw into 
the front seat belt mounting holes as 
the threads are different. This meant a 
different plan of attack. As this is a 
track car and not a scrutineered racer 
you can be a little more creative as 
long as the finished harness is safe. 
For the driver's side lower strap, I 
refitted the long steel bar the standard 
E36 lower seat belt fixes to and 
simply clipped the lower strap to this. 
It's strong enough to take the load of 
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a standard seat belt. For the other 
side, I had to drill a hole in the 
transnnission tunnel and with 
assistance, held the threaded 
spreader plate on the underside 
whilst I wound the eyelet in along 
with a decent fat washer. The steel in 
the tunnel is quite thick so should be 
strong enough. For the shoulder 
straps, I was tennpted to use the 
factory rear seat belt mounting holes, 
but these are down on the rear seat 
pan and mean that the shoulder 
straps are not at the best angle of 90 
degrees. So, removing one of the 
wrongly threaded captive nuts on the 
rear shelf, I used another threaded 
spreader plate and had both shoulder 
straps going straight back from the 
seat and into a single eyelet in a nice 
double skinned section. 

Before any of this could be done, 
though, the interior had to be stripped 
of all sound deadening. I established 
that the best tool for getting this stuff 
off is a one-inch-wide wood chisel 
and a hammer. In total it took me 
about two hours to get it all off. Well, I 
say all but it's such gruelling work I 


left the stuff stuck to the tunnel. 
Similarly, I couldn't quite see the 
blister on my right hand getting any 
smaller or lap times reducing much 
by getting it all off the boot floor 
either. So with discretion being the 
better part of valour, I cleaned and 
hoovered it all out before doing the 
complete interior with three big 
Halfords cans of satin black. Job done. 
On the E36, the floorpan is very deep 
by the pedals and it needs to be 
made level again by the use of some 
alloy checker plate. I bought an offcut 
of thin gauge plate for £10 and cut it 
to size with a slot so that it fits around 
the throttle pedal. It's important to do 
it this way to prevent your heel being 
caught on the edge of the plate. The 
inner parts screws straight down into 
the floor but I had to make up a 
couple of L-shaped brackets on the 
outer edge, screwing these to the 
inner sill and then the plate directly 
down onto these brackets. 

The sunroof cassette was removed 
early on, the sunroof panel separated 
from the rest of it, and that panel 
lightened by cutting the inner frame 


out. It was then secured to the roof 
skin by alloy plates riveted to the 
inner roof skin and the sunroof panel 
lowered in, riveted to these alloy 
plates and then seam sealed. A scrap 
E36 donated a non-sunroof 
headlining that, once sliced in two just 
behind the sunroof, was fitted in place 
to cover up the inner sunroof. In the 
end, both electric front windows were 
kept functional but a pair of old grey 
door trims were divested of the cloth 
inserts, door bins and painted black 
before being fitted. I really can not 
stand seeing the door innards in a 
cheap track car and, besides, the trims 
weigh next to nothing. 

The last lightening jobs were to 
remove any unnecessary wiring and 
to refit the glovebox lid. This was 
removed from the glovebox assembly 
and fitted to the dash with two screws 
and some tiger seal just to tidy up the 
interior and, as it only weighs a few 
grams, the front section of the centre 
console was refitted. To finish off the 
interior I chose an OMP GP steering 
wheel from Demon Tweeks, along 
with the relevant boss. I rewired the 


horn into a small rocker switch by the 
gear lever to satisfy an MoT tester. If 
anything the OMP wheel is a tad too 
small at 300mm in diameter which 
means that it obscures the upper 
parts of the instrument panel and 
could do with being just a big bigger; 
320mm would be ideal. 

Almost there now! Demon Tweeks 
also supplied bonnet and boot 
catches - pins for the bonnet, and 
rubber straps for the boot and these 
were easy enough to fit. And, with 
that, the car is just about ready. Test 
driving revealed that the rear tyres are 
fouling the arch lips so back at base it 
was jacked up, the rear wheels 
removed and the arch lips hammered 
flat with a big ugly hammer but 
without disturbing the outer arch lip or 
paintwork as I want it to look smart 
and not the kind of drift-style wreck 
that attracts attention from the law. 
After another test-drive the issue was 
finally resolved. It now looks and feels 
fine. All we need now is to find a 
suitable track to try it out on - more 
of that next month. 

Andy Everett 
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E53 X5 4.6iS and 4.8iS 

Fancy buying yourself a big, V8-powered eariy X5? They don’t come any bigger 
or better than the iS modeis and now couid be a prime time to bag yourseif one... 

Words: Simon Holmes Photography: BMW 



History 

The first generation of X5 arrived to strengthen the 
BMW range in 1999. Innmediately its sporting 
credentials were warranted with a petrol V8 version 
in the form of the 286hp 4.4i. But in 2001 a larger 
4.6iS version was launched to satisfy those wanting 
even more grunt from their new Sports Activity 
Vehicle. This time it was powered by the newer 
M62 V8 engine, producing 347hp and 354lb ft of 
torque, a substantial improvement over the previous 
4.4i version. It allowed the X5 to become a truly 
capable road car, posting a 0-62mph time of just 
6.5 seconds, accompanied with a 149mph top 
speed. To match the sporting nature, the iS 
designation received huge 20-inch wheels, an aero 


kit, twin oval exhaust tailpipes and a sports 
suspension package. Priced at £54,000, it was also 
packed out with high standard of luxuries such as 
Nappa leather trim, a ten-speaker stereo, xenon 
headlights, parking sensors and plenty more. 

As if the 4.6iS wasn't quite enough, in 2004, 
with the introduction of the X5's face-lift came an 
even bigger capacity, more powerful V8 version: the 
4.8iS. This time the older M62 engine was replaced 
with the new and improved N62 V8 that featured 
technical upgrades and, together with an extra 
200cc on tap, power jumped to a mighty 360hp 
and 369lb ft of torque. Performance also took a 
notable leap forward as well, with 0-62mph now 


arriving in just 6.1 seconds with a top speed of 
153mph to back it up. The bigger and better 4.8iS 
now cost £58,000 but you did get more for your 
money. Specification was similar to the previous iS 
model, so the big wheels and sports package was 
retained, but the X5 now featured a more complex 
variable xDrive four-wheel drive and self-levelling air 
suspension with sports settings. 

All V8 models came with an automatic gearbox 
only and full-time four-wheel drive, which meant 
they handled very well but were also notoriously 
thirsty. In the UK sporting V8 X5s have 
subsequently been sold in very small numbers with 
owners shifting their allegiance to the big diesels. 



Why should you buy one? 

The older X5 is slowly maturing into an icon and it 
will be the big V8 models that will become rarer 
and more valuable as time goes by. If we're being 
honest, the 30d version makes the most sense if 
you plan on using an older X5 regularly. But there's 
something about the big, petrol V8 versions that's a 
lot more appealing. These cars were the last of their 
kind, a dying breed that has since been replaced by 
big power diesel engines that lack the same 
pedigree of these now retro, V8-powered monsters. 
It's not a car that will be cheap to run, but it will be 
a lot of fun, as long as you're not using it to 
commute a few hundred miles everyday. 
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Running costs 

As you might expect, this isn't an area in which an 
X5 with nearly 5.0-litres of V8 engine under the 
bonnet will excel. For a start, there's fuel 
consumption to consider. It would be foolish to 
suggest that the V8 X5s are light on fuel, and 
whilst they aren't bad on a steady run, don't 
expect miracles here. There's little difference 
between the 4.6-litre and 4.8-litre versions and, on 
a good day, expect to see an average figure 
around the 1 5mpg mark. On a steady run, it is 
possible to see low 20s. 

Thankfully, road tax is less of an issue. Being an 
older car, all of the first generation X5 models fall 
into the same category, so both the 4.6iS and 
4.8iS cost £290 a year to tax. When it comes to 
servicing, from a main dealer an oil service for a 
V8 X5 is £169 and an Inspection II service costs a 
fairly reasonable £459, whilst a replacement set of 
front pads are £249. 



E53 X5 

MODEL: 

4.6iS 

4.8iS 

ENGINE: 

V8 petrol 

V8 petrol 

CAPACITY: 

461 9cc 

4799CC 

MAX POWER: 

347hp 

360hp 

MAX TORQUE: 

3541b ft 

3691b ft 

0-62MPH: 

6.5 secs 

6.1 secs 

TOP SPEED: 

149mph 

153mph 

ECONOMY: 

19.0mpg 

20.9mpg 



How much to pay? 

Right at the bottom of the market we managed to 
find a 2003 4.6iS that was HPI clear and with 

140.000 miles on the clock for a bargain £3195, 
but that does seem like the exception. 

As a general rule of thumb, nearer the £5500- 
6000 mark will give you a choice of 4.6iS models, 
although the majority of them will have above 

100.000 on the clock. Examples with less miles 
tend to command nearer the £7000 mark and go 


up from there for really nice, low mileage cars. 

When it comes to the 4.8iS, there are actually 
more around than 4.6iS models as it ran for a 
longer period. Prices start a little higher and you will 
need £7000 in the bank to look at the cars at the 
entry level, although there are a couple with very 
high miles for less. Low mileage cars command a 
premium, expect to pay above £8000 or so, and a 
real low-mile minter will command over £10,000. 


What goes wrong? 

X5s seem to avoid rust well but plenty of examples 
seem have lived hard lives and so look tatty around 
the edges. Check carefully for any signs that the car 
has been mistreated in the past. There are still good 
ones out there and they should be obvious to spot. 
It's a similar story inside as well, as many X5s were 
put to use as family cars, so the interior takes a 
battering, although it usually wears it well. Check to 
see if the electric windows move quickly: a slow 
moving window indicates a regulator is about to fail. 

Both the l\/162 and later N62 V8 engines have 
proven to be generally very strong units, with few 
faults aside from the odd sensor or coil pack. 
However, a coolant leak from the later V8 could 
quickly become expensive as it's usually down to the 
hose at the back of the engine and the labour 
involved to change it is hugely expensive. Otherwise, 
coolant systems in general tend to decay over time, 
so check the expansion tank, hoses and radiator are 
all in good form. 

The automatic is strong, but there have been 
cases of failures. If it's displaying any strange 
tendencies then the first thing to check is that the 
fluid isn't low. If it is, then it causes strange 
symptoms, so make sure there isn't a leak. Similarly, 
a flat battery will cause the transmission to come up 
with a warning message that will need resetting. 

Suspension is the main thing to worry about as 
the X5 tends to knock out ball joints, bushes and CV 
joints fairly regularly. You may have noticed the 
amount of X5s that exhibit heavy inward rear wheel 
camber. This knocks out tyres very quickly, and being 
20-inch in diameter this can be expensive. Ensure 
the car is sitting level and the wheels sit straight in 
the arches, although a little camber is fine. The 4.8iS 
features air suspension, so make sure it's working, 
that the car sits level and that it doesn't make any 
strange leaking noises. 

Finally, X5s seem to love going through discs and 
pads, thanks largely to their sheer size, weight and 
performance. It's not too expensive to replace them 
but check to see when they were last done. 



Verdict 

It should be obvious that the first generation of 
X5, particularly the 4.6iS or 4.8iS, is no longer 
a viable daily car to travel around the country 
in. Make no mistake, taking on an ageing X5 
will not be without its problems or its costs. 
However, driving round in a large, V8-powered 
X5 is still quite an experience and it's a lot of 
fun to drive and own. With rising petrol prices 
and road taxes it's becoming harder to warrant 
cars such as these and with secondhand prices 
currently so low, now could be the best time 
to buy one. 
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Write and win 
with Meguiar’s! 

We've teamed up with those car cleaning wizards at Meguiar's to provide 
the winner of the best letter each month with a fabulous Meguiar's New Car Kit. 

This superb kit includes Ultimate Wash & Wax, Ultimate Wax, Endurance Tire gel, a 
Microfibre Wash Mitt, a Water Magnet and a Soft Foam Applicator pad worth £34.99! 



i8 drop-top 

Fair play to BMW for releasing the i8. I've finally 
seen one on the road for the first time and I have 
to say, they look just as good and have just as 
much road presence as any Ferrari or Lamborghini. 
But having checked over the stats, when will BMW 
have the guts to actually build one with proper 
supercar performance to take the fight to the 
Italian brands and back the looks up? Also, wasn't 
there plans for a Spyder version or am I dreaming 
that up? 

Shaun Reffold 

The i8 looks wonderfully unique out on the road, 
you're right, but remember it's no slouch in 
standard form. There are rumours of a big engine 
version in production, but we're not sure how true 
that is at the moment Installing the MS's twin- 
turbo 1/8 in the rear would definitely make it more 
interesting! As for the Spyder version; don't hold 
your breath. We understand the chassis isn't able 
to cope without the additional strength provided 
by the roof section. 


Wheel woes 

I thoroughly enjoy the magazine. You keep us up to 
date with the latest in all things BMW but you don't 
forget the older stuff either. It's apparent that you go 
to great lengths to find and review interesting older 
cars. I also like the fact that you seem to keep the 
number of adverts down and those that are included 
are appropriate, thank you and well done! 

Anyway, I'm writing to you as your article on 
wheels in the July issue caught my attention. I have 
a lovely original 2003 E39 530i SE with just 90,000 
miles and I sometimes notice a wobble through the 
steering wheel (I know this can be a problem as I 
had two E39s from new and they used to do it once 
they had a few miles under them). 

Whilst recently having a new set of tyres mounted, 
the fitter pointed out that the offside front wheel was 
a 'sloppy' fit on the hub. Swapping the front wheels 
around to check if I had an incorrect wheel showed 
the wheels are okay; it is the hub that is undersized! 
The car is as it left the factory (it has BMW style 32 
17-inch wheels), there have been no upgrades or 
modifications and I have owned it for five years and 
done half of the miles. I wonder, is it possible that 
the car left the factory with the wrong hub? Did 
BMW make a car with a smaller hub and if so 
could one of those spigot rings you refer to remove 
the play between my wheel and hub and thereby 
help to reduce wheel wobble? Thanks for any 
help/suggestions. 

Jon Pierce 


Thanks for the kind words. With regards to your 
wheel situation; that's strange! If the fit was snug 
with either wheel on the other side then it makes 
sense that the hub is at fault. But what makes it 
stranger is that the E39 was one of the only BMW 
models ever built with a different sized centre bore, 
which was 74. 1mm, whereas virtually every other 
BMW built in the last JO years came with a 
72.5mm centre bore. We've not heard of hubs 
being interchangeable with another model for an 
E39, but it could be possible. Even if possible, it's 
unlikely to have been done at the factory - at least 
we've never heard of anything like that. It's more 
likely to have been replaced at one time or another 


since, possibly during a repair. 

The only other possibility is that the wheels are 
replica, non-BMW items, which would have a 
universal, larger centre bore and previously used a 
spigot ring to decrease the bore size. That would 
mean one is missing on the wheel that is loose and 
on the other side the spigot ring has welded itself to 
the hub so it's unnoticeable, which is unlikely but 
we've have seen happen before. Perhaps you could 
measure the wheels and hub with a vernier gauge 
to see how much slack you're talking and go from 
there as it is possible to get a spigot ring in virtually 
any size, as long as there is enough space, eBay is 
a good place to check what's out there. Good luck! 
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More of the same 

I read with interest the letter from Mark Jackson 
about his experience with BMW franchised dealers 
when looking for an M5. I thought you might like 
to hear my recent experience when looking for an 
F30 330d xDrive M Sport. 

I'd been looking for several months for a car 
matching my ideal spec at a price that suited my 
budget and was using the BMW AUC website with 
daily alerts being emailed to me. Eventually, a car 
turned up at Lloyd Carlisle albeit with no photos. I 
contacted the dealership to request a video one 
evening. This was responded to the next morning, 
the video arrived and was followed up by a phone 
call later in the day. The car was just over two years 
old with only 12,500 miles; the dealer was upfront 
and mentioned a couple of scuffed alloys which 
were already in the process of being refurbished 


and one or two minor stone chips. We discussed a 
trade in for my much-loved 2006 E90 330d SE over 
the phone and after some further negotiation, we 
agreed a mutually agreeable cost to change subject 
to an inspection. 

The salesman agreed to hold the car on payment 
of a fully refundable deposit in the event I decided 
not to proceed for any reason; given I would be 
travelling over 100 miles, this was important to me. 

My wife and I went to see the car, which was 
immaculately presented, and we were allowed a 
decent test drive. We were treated with courtesy and 
respect throughout with refreshments provided. I 
agreed to buy the car, the salesman sorted out 
taxation there and then, organised plates for my 
cherished number and sorted out all the paperwork. 
We drove away two hours later with a fabulous car. 


which I love, and a nice bottle of wine and box of 
chocolates to boot. In the great scheme of things 
these are small tokens but welcome nonetheless. 

Of course, people have very different 
experiences and certainly reporting instances of 
poor treatment is really important but I hope that 
my own recent buying experience was not an 
isolated one. 

Graham Lillis 

Combined with Patrick's below letter it's really 
nice to read responses like this Graham as it 
restores faith! Just when you begin to lose hope, 
it appears that perhaps Mark Jackson's experience 
was the exception, rather than the rule. At least 
we hope so! 


Better bet 


In the June issue, Robin Hurt mentioned London's 
plan to ban diesels. I hadn't heard this before, but, 
if true, do we presume black cabs will be exempt? I 
refrain from further comment on yet another ill 
thought-out idea... 

In the same issue, Mark Jackson commented on 
customer service levels in BMW dealerships 
(woefully lacking in some cases it would seem), 
and highlights the situation where his friend 
purchased a March 2013 FIO M5, and on the 
way home on delivery day, discovered the air-con 
wasn't working. 

I have a similar vehicle and did not have 
occasion to use the air-con until I'd owned the car 
for some months. First time tried - it didn't work. I 
have to say I had very satisfactory treatment from 
my local dealership, and the condenser was 
replaced under warranty without question. It does 
make you wonder about the so-called quality of 


parts fitted to premium vehicles though. Both of us 
should never have experienced problems of this 
nature on low mileage, newish cars. I'm also 
sceptical about the 120/160 point check. 

For the benefit of other FIO M5 owners who are 
being plagued by squealing brakes, this has been 
eliminated on mine by the fitting of new (modified) 
front pads. Apparently, those fitted from new were 
sub-standard. Again, done under warranty. 

Enjoying the magazine. Keep up the good work! 

Patrick Hedges 

Thanks Patrick, it's good to know that not everyone 
has the same experiences at their BMW dealer. 
However, as you highlight, it does appear as 
though the parts themselves are perhaps the issue 
here. BMW obviously doesn't make everything 
itself, but maybe it should do! 



BMW Car magazine and Unity Media pic do not necessarily share the views expressed within the 
letters on these pages and accept no responsibility for any inaccuracies they may contain. 


AUGUST 2015 103 


Subscribe to 

BMwcar 


AND SAVE OVER £30* 


CHOOSE THE SUBSCRIPTION THAT’S BEST FOR YOU... 


PAY JUST £3.15 PER ISSUE 

WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE BY DIRECT DEBIT* 


PAYING BY CHEQUE 
OR CREDIT CARD? 


• 3 month subscription £9.45 - SAVE £4.05! 

• 6 month subscription £18.90 - SAVE £8.10! 

• 12 month subscription £37.80 - SAVE £16.20! 

• 24 month subscription £75.60 - SAVE £32.40! 

You can enjoy great BMW Car subscription 
offers wherever you are in the world! 

• 12 month European subscription Only £64.80 

• 24 month European subseription Only £111.35 

• 12 month US & Canadian subscription Only $115 

• 12 month ROW subscription Only £78 

• 24 month ROW subscription Only £140.09 

New print and digital subscription bundles! 

• 12 month UK subscription bundle Only £49.99 

• 12 month European subseription bundle Only £69.99 

• 12 month ROW subseription bundle Only £84.99 

THREE EASY WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE 

1. Online @ www.bmwcarmagazine.com 

2. Telephone 01732 748084 

3. Post: BMW Car subscriptions, Freepost RTGU-UETS-EERS, 
Unity Media pic, Becket House, Vestry Road, 

Sevenoaks, Kent, TN14 5EJ 


12-nionth subscription 
only £43.20 - SAVE 20% 

CALL TODAY 
01732 748084 



* ‘Over £30’ saving applies when you subscribe for 24 months paying by direct debit. Prices are for UK subscribers only 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY 




BMWcar 


iMwcar 

ijmate- magasirte 

New XI revealed 




ttieullHnateBMWn’asa^'™ 


:?SS;2S'S“ 


'' I Shxi, nia^ dfIlOB 
•^onJuiiteJaiL-Kn,,^ 
■Wl Mf. CwnpctiikKi pof t 


’RBUCJUnnwsInpt 


FREE FIRST 
CEASS DEEIVERY 

SAVE OVER £30 

WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE BY DIRECT DEBIT * 


PAY JUST £3.15 
PER ISSUE! 


SUBSCRIPTION FORM □ 


EH Yes, I would like to subscribe to BMW Car for 3 months for £9.45 
EH Yes, I would like to subscribe to BMW Car for 6 months for £18.90 
EH Yes, I would like to subscribe to BMW Car for 12 months for £37.80 
EH Yes, I would like to subscribe to BMW Car for 24 months for £75.60 


YOUR DETAILS 

Title First name _ 

Address 


_ Surname _ 


County 
Email _ 


_ Postcode _ 


Contact telephone number _ 


. Date of birth _ 


EH Is this a gift subscription? 

RECIPIENT’S DETAILS (FOR GIFT SUBSCRIBERS ONLY) 
Title First name Surname 


Address- 


_ Postcode _ 


PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT 


County 

For other payment options and associated subscription discounts and for subscription 
offers for readers living outside of the United Kingdom please visit: 
www.bmwcarmagazine.com or call: +44 (0)1732 748084. 

Your details will be processed by Unity Media Pic (publishers of BMW Car magazine) and our suppliers in full accordance with 
the UK data protection legislation. Unity Media Pic and BMW Car magazine may contact you with information about our other 
products and services. Please tick if you prefer NOT to receive such information by post, email, phone, mobile phone messaging. 

□ Unity Media Pic and BMW Car occasionally share data, on a secure basis, with other reputable companies who wish to contact 
you with information about their products and services. Please tick if you prefer NOT to receive such information by post or 
phone, im Please tick if you DO wish to receive such information by email and mobile phone messaging. □ Please tick here if 
the recipient of this subscription is under 18. □ Unity Media pic reserves the right to limit offers of this kind to one per 
household and withdraw the offer at any time. 


I Instruction to your bank or building society to pay by direct debit 


Please complete and send to: BMW Car Subscriptions, Freepost RTGU-UETS-EERS, Unity Media pic, 

Becket House, Vestry Road, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN14 5EJ 

Originator’s Identification Number 

To the manager: Bank name ' 


Address 


l8l 

Qj 

19 

+ 

u 

14 

+ 

3j 

Reference 











Account in the name(s) of 


Instructions to your bank or 
building society 

Please pay Unity Media Pic direct 
debits from the account detailed in 
this instruction subject to safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. 
I understand that this instruction may 
remain with Unity Media Pic and, if so, 
details will be passed electronically to 
my bank/building society 


Branch sort code 


Bank/building society account number 


Signature(s) 


Banks and building societies may not accept direct debit 
instructions for some types of account. 


The Direct Debit Guarantee 

This Guarantee is offered by all hank s and building societies that accept instructions to pay direct debits 
If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your direct debit to Unity Media Pic we 
will notify you 10 working days in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If you 
request Unity Media Pic to collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you 
at the time of the request. If an error is made in the payment of your direct debit by Unity Media Pic or 
your bank or building society, you are entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from 
your bank or building society. If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when 
instructed to do so by Unity Media Pic. You can cancel a direct debit at any time by simply contacting 
your bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. Please also notify us. 


fD 


DIRECT 

Debit 


_ ■ RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO: BMW CAR SUBSCRIPTIONS, 

I ■ FREEPOST RTGU-UETS-EERS, UNITY MEDIA PEC, 

BECKET HOUSE, VESTRY ROAD, SEVENOAKS, KENT, TN14 5EJ 


BMwcar 


is also available to buy in digital format, 
visit www.bmwcarmagazine.com to find out more 


CALL: 01732 748084 

VISIT: www.bmwcarmagazine.com 





BMW DEALS 


BMW Buyer 

Our monthly look at what’s hot, or not, in the BMW marketplace 



Words: Guy Baker 

B MW new car sales were up again this 
nnonth, with 63,121 cars sold so far in 
2015. That's up over five per cent on last 
year's figure at this point - beating the 
overall UK nnarket's nnodest 2.4 per cent 
rise in sales. A small coup for BMW then, whose 
resulting market share of 6.14 per cent is ahead of 
rivals Mercedes (5.71 per cent) but still behind Audi 
- whose 2015 market share of 6.95 per cent places 
it close to becoming a mainstream, rather than a 
premium brand. BMW, too, must watch out for this if 
it continues to chase an expanded UK market share. 

According to Rupert Pontin, head of valuations at 
Glass': "BMW benefited from the growth in the UK 
market and lead times extended for some of its 
model range. From a used car perspective BMW 
dealers had decent footfall through their used car 
operations and positive sales results." 

This reflected well in the auction halls with BMW 
striving to be innovative in how it delivers its used 
wholesale activity to keep both franchised and 
independent dealers interested in the brand - with 


the spec of individual models having a big impact on 
how desirable they are seen, according to Rupert. The 
top three bestselling model ranges at auction were 
once again 3 Series, 1 Series and 5 Series. 

Efficiency is currently a watchword with BMW and 
July will see the introduction of new three-cylinder 
petrol engines for three- and five-door versions of the 
1 1 8i. It's worth noting that - even at the other end of 
the spectrum - efficiency is still important, with the 
most powerful M6 due to sport a power and 
economy boost with M TwinPower Turbo technology. 

Franchised dealerships are offering some attractive 
deals on 3 Series Tourings at the moment with the 
318d M Sport Touring available on BMW Select 
Finance for just £309 a month over four years. Put 
down £5079 at 5.4 per cent APR and BMW will 
contribute £4655.39 towards your deposit. Outside 
the main dealer network there are 3 Series Touring 
deals to be had too, with online discounter 
www.broadspeed.com offering savings of up to 
£5375 on a new 318d M Sport Touring, and as much 
as £7520 off a new 330d M Sport Touring. 


Top three £10,000 fast Estates 

Just because you need to carry a heavy load, it doesn't mean you can't also carry a big stick. Combining performance and practicality is something BMW does brilliantly, 
and thanks to the wonders of depreciation as little as ten grand buys a decent example of these three beasts. 





330d M Sport Touring 
(E91) 

2005-2008 


335i M Sport Touring 
(E91) 

2007-2010 


535d M Sport Touring 
(E61) 

2007-2010 


£10,000 is enough to put you behind the wheel of 
the extremely rapid E91 330d M Sport Touring, with 
80k miles on the clock. Even in factory trim the 330d 
is hot-hatch quick, yet careful use of your right foot 
could see you achieve close to 40mpg on a long run. 


A rarer choice as a new car than a 330d, the E91 
335i is a powerhouse of an estate, with 306hp, and 
62mph beaten in just 5.7 seconds. Splash out on a 
remap and the performance reaches levels normally 
reserved for exotica. Ten grand bags a 90k-miler. 


Even greater carrying capacity than the E91 3 Series, 
and greater acceleration than a 330d thanks to the 
hi-tech twin-turbo powerplant, with 428lb ft of torque. 
Despite that, the fuel economy can beat 40mpg, and 
£10,000 will get you a good 95k mile 2007 example. 


Many thanks to John Warren Cars (wwwJndependentbmw.co.uk) for its assistance with BMW Buyer 
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BMW DEALS 



118i HATCHBACK (F20) 

2011-2015 

Fancy a snnall, affordable, practical BMW that also looks good? Well early pre-facelift petrol 1 Series are now great 
value for nnoney, with a typical 2011 1 18i five-door setting you back no nnore than £1 1,000. Most are still covered 
under the original or an extended BMW warranty and can return 46nnpg on the connbined cycle. Annual road tax is 
a nnere £145 and perfornnance is pretty respectable when pushed. But best of all, the car's dinninutive size makes 
even the five-door version surprisingly fun to drive. There are plenty around so you can push hard for a discount. 






BMW Car's lowdown on the latest 
prices paid for average condition 
BMWs at auction. To find your 
nearest auction house check out: 
www.british-car-auctions.co.uk 


And remember... 

Always arrive early at car auctions, pick up the sales catalogue and examine the vehicles in the line-up 
before the bidding starts. In addition to the hammer price, you'll have to pay a small buyer's fee. You'll 
need to provide a deposit of at least £500 (in cash or by Maestro or Visa Delta debit card) but the balance 
of the purchase price and the buyer's fee can be paid via banker's draft, cash, cheque, telegraphic 
transfers, credit or debit card. 



Prices paid last month for average condition BMWs at auction 

Model 

Trim/transmission 

Year/registration 

Mileage 

Price 

325Ti 

SE Compact, manual 

2002/02 

119k 

£1500 

330Ci 

Club Sport Coupe, auto 

2002/52 

95k 

£2550 

116i 

SE 5 door, manual 

2006/56 

61k 

£4500 

330Ci 

M Sport Coupe, manual 

2004/04 

66k 

£4750 

Z4 

Sport, manual 

2006/56 

78k 

£5100 

325i 

SE Coupe, manual 

2006/56 

79k 

£5600 

X3 

2.5i M Sport, auto 

2004/54 

55k 

£5750 

123d 

M Sport 5 door, manual 

2008/58 

98k 

£6600 

X5 3.0d 

M Sport, auto 

2002152 

43k 

£6650 

320d 

M Sport Saloon, manual 

2011/11 

106k 

£7775 

530d 

M Sport Saloon, auto 

2006/56 

72k 

£8000 

325i 

M Sport Convertible, auto 

2009/09 

20k 

£14,300 

Z4 35i 

sDrive, DCT 

2009/09 

58k 

£14,400 

135i 

M Sport Coupe, manual 

2010/10 

35k 

£15,600 

6501 

SE Convertible, auto 

2012/12 

21k 

£34,200 

Prices quoted are 

hammer prices and will be subject to buyer's premium 




Forecourt find 

SIX APPEAL 

3351 M Sport Coupe (E92) 
2007-2010 

The original N54-powered 335i Coupe offered ample 
performance with 306hp on tap, plus a seamless 
295lb ft of torque and a 5.5-second 0- 62mph time. 
But if you added a remap you could be looking at a 
searing 375hp, with 400lb ft of torque. 

Prices start at £1 1 ,000 but we spotted this silver 
2008 example advertised for £10,495 in Northern 
Ireland - reduced from £1 1,995. With 89k miles, it's 
well spec'd: Xenon headlights, heated electric 
memory seats, Bluetooth phone prep, 19-inch alloys 
and rear parking sensors. We also reckon you could 
bag delivery to the mainland in the price. 

Web: www.morgancors.net 
Tel: 028 4177 5655 
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FROM THE ARCHIVE 


FROM THE ARCHIVE... 

Another selection of back issues showing what 
we were up to five, ten and 15 years ago 



August 2010 

You feature a unique one-off convertible 
on the cover one month, and an equally 
rare machine turns up for the next cover, 
too! The July issue featured the E34 MS 
Convertible but we went one better in 
the August issue where we had an 
exclusive piece on BMW Classic's 
stillborn 850Ci soft-top. Thanks to its 
pillar-less construction it should have 
been a relatively simple project to 
engineer but when we spoke to the car's 
design team and project leader, Hanns- 
Peter Weisbarth, he reckoned that once 
the roof was removed the structure just 
wasn't robust enough: "We ended up 
with huge sills on either side with all 
kinds of cross bracing but we could never achieve the body rigidity we wanted." It 
was heavy - over two tonnes - and as a result it was two seconds slower than the 
Coupe to 62mph and would only reach a 245km/h top speed (and needed a very 
long road to reach that figure!). After much money had been spent the project was 
quietly shelved. 


BMwcar 



August 2005 

Ever since we'd been made aware of the 
existence of Hartge's wild 1 Series, the 
H 1 , we'd been itching to drive it. Hartge 
had long established itself as the tuning 
company that would go one step beyond 
with its conversions ever since it 
shoehorned the E34 MS's 3.6-litre S38 
into an E30 and when we got the call 
that its latest Frankenstein's monster was 
ready we hot-footed it to its German HQ. 

It might not have looked hugely 
different to a standard 1 Series once 
you'd looked past its unique front-end 
treatment, but the huge alloys only 
partially hiding a monster set of stoppers 
gave the game away that this was 
powered by something out of the ordinary. Pop the bonnet and you were greeted 
to the sight of the E39 MS's S62 V8 which looked to all intents and purposes like 
a factory install! As you'd expect, performance was immense with Hartge quoting a 
188mph top speed and a 0-62mph time of 4.S seconds. "The HI is a super- 
unleaded-flavoured breath of fresh air," reckoned Dorn Holtam in his write up, that 
"flies in the face of rational thinking, reeking of the kind of power-crazed motorlust 
that lurks in the depths of every car nut's soul". 



August 2000 

This issue is fondly remembered by the 
current editor as it was the first time he'd 
ever spent time behind the wheel of BMW's 
iconic M 1 . 

These days the Ml is a rapidly 
appreciating collector's item, but back in 
2000 they weren't nearly as valuable or 
revered. We borrowed this example from 
Munich Legends who had no qualms about 
letting us take it for a 600-mile round trip to 
the North York moors. And what a journey it 
was. Its left-hand drive layout and virtually 
non-existant rear-three quarter vision made 
motorway lane changes a fraught 
experience, but once we were on the moors 
it came into its own and was an amazing 
experience to drive. The 24-valve straight-six was an absolute stunner and the car 
really seemed to flow through the moorland scenery with lovely direct steering and 
a supple ride quality that absorbed road imperfections like they weren't there. One 
of BMW's finest hours and it would seem like the classic car investors have really 
cottoned onto that fact. You'll need to dig very deep if you want to buy one today. 


BMW IN ADVERTS 

This month our ads feature the E30 325e, 

a BMW parts computer and low cost BMWs 

One from our American cousins here, 
as in Europe we never received the 
325e. When the E30 initially went on 
sale with the 2.0- and 2.3-litre M20 
engines in Europe these units were 
not offered in America (presumably as 
they wouldn't pass US emission tests). 
So in 1982 BMW started building the 
325e, effectively the marriage of the 
E30 body with the E28 525e's low- 
rewing, high torque 2.7-litre engine 
which the advert claimed "responds 
exuberantly as you move through 
the gears." 

It concluded: "The 325e merges 
six decades of BMW's innovative 
technologies, unstinting attention to 
infinitesimal detail and unceasing 
devotion to high performance." 

1990: BMW parts computer 

Not actually an item that was fitted to 
a BMW but rather BMW's swanky new 
computerised parts system that could 
check through a typical dealer's parts 
inventory of 3800 items for any given 
part number in just 3.6 seconds. Or 
which could check through the entire 
UK dealer network's stock of 57,000 
times in a "matter of minutes". My, 
how computers have changed in the 
last 25 years. These days a Google 
search on your home PC for 'BMW 
parts' brings up 47 million results in 
0.37 seconds! The parts system could 
also order bits from Germany which 
were guaranteed to arrive "within 
seven days". Looks like global logistics 
have also improved, but not quite as 
much as the computers... 



1982: E30 325e 



1986: BMWs for less 



BMWs have always been seen as 
expensive cars but this UK advert was 
very keen to point out that you could 
save money when buying one: "Pay 
less for your next car. Buy a BMW." 
Using figures from Company Car 
magazine and Motor it demonstrated 


that if you bought a ElOk E30 320i 
rather than another similar car you 
would save £1000 over three years of 
ownership once depreciation was 
factored into the equation. "Lowering 
your costs without lowering your 
expectations," it concluded. 
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TECHNICAL TIPS 


Battery management 


when the E65 arrived in 2001 it 
brought with it a new era of car 
battery technology that the 2003 E60 
5 Series continued. 

Unlike cars of old where any old 
battery would do and the alternator 
would try to charge a dying battery 
and the car would still function as 
normal, these cars have an intelligent 
battery system (IBS) that utilises a 
control module. This allows certain 
systems to shut down in the event of 
the battery weakening and, when the 
battery is fine, this module also tells 
the alternator when to charge and by 
how much - it's largely reliable and 
clever stuff. 

However, it won't tolerate the kind 
of thing 1 do with older cars when the 
battery is on its last legs. On an E36, a 
flat battery just involves a jump start or 
giving it a bump (1 live on a hill!) and 
the battery will last the rest of the day. 


But when the battery on an E60 or 
any car with IBS starts to act this way, 
it won't tolerate you just chucking in 
another battery. I've heard of a 525d 
with a 90 amp battery fitted to replace 
the expired 1 10 amp unit. First, it 
must have the correct amp battery 
fitted - nothing else will do. Then it 
had to be coded and registered to the 
car with the correct DIS or IN PA 
software and not just any old stuff 
from the internet on an old Dell 
laptop but proper software that works. 
Running a car like this (on the wrong 
battery that hasn't been registered to 
the car) is asking for trouble because 
stuff will shut down and misbehave. 
BMW batteries have the date of 
manufacture stamped into one of the 
terminals and if yours is more than 
eight or nine years old. I'd suggest it's 
time to think about fitting a new one 
before winter. 




X-Series diffs 


Working for 18 months with a BMW parts 
specialist taught me a lot about what goes 
wrong on BMWs and what doesn't. Now 
that they're getting on a bit, E53 X5 diffs 
(particularly front ones) are going wrong 
and you would not be the first buyer of an 
old X5 to discover that the front prop has 
been removed to mask the noises of an 
ailing diff. The most common ones to go 
wrong are those of the most numerous 
version: the 3.73 ratio units on the 3.0 
diesel. These are frightening money new 
(try £1250 plus VAT for size) and rare 
used - X5s might be old but unlike the 
rather less robust products of Solihull, they 
aren't piling up in scrapyards and so prices 
for good used diffs and transfer boxes is 
still high. Used diff? Make sure it's the right 
ratio as a 3.64 front diff won't last long on 
a car with a 3.91 rear. 


The X3 is less robust in this department 
sadly. These really do need to have tyres 
that are somewhere close in terms of 
tread depth if it's not to wear out the 
transfer box or the front diff. And if you 
thought X5 used spares were scarce, well, 
think again because X3s - for whatever 
reason - very rarely appear in specialist 
breakers. Slow sales meant they were 
never that common in the early years and 
high values of the most popular 2.0d 
version means that anything that doesn't 
look like it was hit by a train will inevitably 
be repaired. 

So what to do? If you're buying, make 
sure the four-wheel drive bit works as it 
should without any whines or clonks. And 
when you've bought one, spend a few 
quid changing the oil and don't ignore any 
signs of impending doom. 


E38 fuel tank fix 

Launched over 20 years ago now, the 
E38 7 Series was - and still is - a 
magnificent old bus. Despite some 
early niggles with CANbus it turned 
into a very solid and reliable car but 
why on earth did BMW fit a steel fuel 
tank? In 1994 the E36 and E34 both 
had plastic tanks, and whilst the metal 
tank on the previous E32 would last 
20 years without a problem, the E38 
tanks do not. A new tank is something 
obscene (like £1000 or the value of a 
clean, MOT'd and running 740i these 
days) so that idea is out straight away. 
Nobody does an aftermarket tank 
either. However, Tim Meek from the 
7 Series Register (an absolute must if 
you run a 7) tried various solutions 
and came up with something that will 
repair a leaky tank (difficult as not 
much resists petrol). It's called Pratley 
Putty (£10 from Amazon) and is 


meant to be used to repair swimming 
pools, so is resistant to the evils of 
chlorine. And it works; after over two 
years Tim's tank is still okay. 

E38 tanks rust in two main areas: 
the neck where the filler hose joins 
and the seams where the top and 
bottom sections are welded together. 
The first bit leaks with a quarter of a 
tank whilst the seam will leak with 
more than half a tank of fuel. In an 
ideal world, you need to drain and 
remove the tank (propshaft and 
exhaust off, plus some bolts and 
swearing). Then you can fill the tank 
with water and go to work with a wire 
brush or a grinder, cleaning the seams 
back to metal and smoothing the 
putty into the seams before letting it 
harden and painting it with 
Hammerite. It's a lot of work, but it 
should save you £1000. 
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TECHNICAL TIPS 



Heater resistor 

I had a 1999 E46 318i Touring in with an 
intermittently non-working heater fan. I'd 
changed the resistor and the 'will it/won't it' fan 
action returned not long after. So, I removed 
the bulkhead covers and got into the fan itself. 
Upon flicking the blades around it sprung into 
life; a very small amount of WD40 in the 
bearings and some contact cleaner in the motor 
seemed to resolve that issue. You have to be 
careful, though, as too much WD in the motor 
can catch fire. But the problem came back 
again a month later. Determined to fix it, I 
removed the bulkhead covers again and spun 
the motor by hand... nothing. Out with the test 
light: no power at the motor either. The fuse 
was okay, as was the fusebox. However, I then 
idly tapped the spikes on the resistor with a 
long screwdriver and the fan burst into life - so 
it was a resistor problem! Removing the 
relevant dash trim revealed the resistor and the 
five-pin connector plug. With the fan still going, I 
carefully waggled each wire and on one of 
them, the fan stopped. Removing the plug 
revealed a bit of green corrosion on the pins. 
These were cleaned up, tweaked to make them 
fit tighter and, so far, the fan's been working like 
a charm ever since. Moral of the story? Don't 
automatically buy a new resistor if your fan has 
stopped. And when you fit a new one, clean up 
the pins on the multi-plug. Oh, and the same 
resistor is used on the E36. 


E46 Compact wiper motors 


Still on E46s, I'm reminded of a common 
weakness with the E46 Compact and, to a 
lesser degree, the previous E36 version: 
the rear wiper motor. 

When the E36 Compact arrived in 
1 994 it had a neat setup where washer 
fluid would be pumped through the 
centre of the rear wiper spindle and 
through a small bore rubber hose to a 
washer jet dipped to the wiper arm. This 
works fine but eventually water will find a 
way to leak into the motor and cause 
havoc. The E36 version was fairly prone to 
this but the E46 Compact is far worse and 
a new motor is around £200 with VAT. 
Good used one are in the region of £35- 
£50 and the E36 ones aren't a lot less. 

So if your motor is kaput, there's not a 


lot you can do but if it's still working or 
you've just bought a working used 
replacement there is stuff you can and 
should do now to keep it going. Removing 
the motor is easy enough: take the rear 
tailgate trim panel off, use a 13mm nut 
for the wiper arm and three 10mm bolts 
plus the electrical connector plug to 
remove the motor (no, the E36 and E46 
motors are not the same and won't 
interchange despite looking very similar). 
Remove the rear cover (a few small torn 
screws) and chances are it'll be pretty 
rusty in there. Plenty of brake cleaner will 
get the gunk out, after which you should 
liberally re-grease the worm drive and 
gear wheel - don't get too much near the 
motor though! 




M62 high coolant temperatures 


when the M62 3.5 and 4.4 V8 engines 
replaced the 3.0- and 4.0-litre V8s in 1996 one 
of the improvements was a higher coolant 
temperature (105°C) on light throttle to reduce 
emissions and meet current emissions 
regulations. The trouble is, to keep water from 
boiling you have to put it under greater 
pressure. This was okay when the cars were 
new, but now they're old, they don't like mega 
high coolant pressure and temperatures and 
they are well-known for bursting hoses, radiators 
and header tanks. Higher loads see the ECU 
open the 'stat wider to reduce temperatures. 

There is, however, a fix for this. On cars 
without Vanos, such as the pre-September 1 998 


5 and 7 Series and all 8400 cars (those with 
jubilee dips on the hoses basically) you can just 
swap the 95° thermostat for the 85° one from 
the E34 and E32 V8 cars. You lose ten degrees 
of heat from the system and give the poor 
cooling system a respite. It's possible you may 
need the E34/E32 alloy stat housing, though, 
but they're not that expensive. 

The Vanos engines, through, have the later 
dip on type hoses so you can't do that. You can 
however fit the thermostat from the E38 and 
E65 740d cars. This is a similar looking unit that 
opens at a lower temperature (88 as opposed 
to 105°) and is a popular mod in the USA it 
seems. Has anyone in the UK tried it? 
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CONCEPTS 


B 


BMW CONCEPTS: 

The cars they could have made 

Concept Coupe Mille Miglia 

With the underpinnings shared from an M car, a iightweight body and nostaigic 
styiing, this concept car ceiebrated the a past master in style. . . 



S ometimes, it's nice to see concept cars 
built just for a bit of fun. The Concept 
Coupe Mille Miglia from 2006 wasn't ever 
intended to become BMW's next budding 
sports car, or to exhibit the company's 
latest technical innovations. Instead, it was simply built 
to commemorate a great moment in BMW's past; the 
328 Coupe's landslide victory on the 1940 900- 
kilometre Mille Miglia race, which it won by more than 
a 15-minute margin. 

To celebrate, BMW created this nostalgic 328 
Coupe homage, as a modern take on an old style. 
BMW stated; 'With its unique concept study, the 
developers and designers in the BMW Group are 
showing how traditional values, modern expertise and 
visions can be unified into a fascinating vehicle.' 

It certainly was fascinating. The concept was largely 
based upon Z4 M Coupe mechanicals but with bigger 


overall dimensions, being some 23cm longer, 14cm 
wider and 4cm lower. Although that made it fairly big, 
it was actually very light, as despite the car looking like 
it was made from aluminium, just as the original 328 
was, the entire body was actually made out of 
lightweight carbon-fibre reinforced plastic (CFRP) and 
then painted a fine shade of silver. 

The material might be different but styling closely 
followed the original 328's, from the large round 
headlights, huge vertical kidney grilles, long bonnet 
and sweeping front wheel housings through to the 
low windscreen, streamlined roof line and angled rear 
wings. The rear of the roof section featured an 
asymmetrical design, complete with a large, narrow 
LED taillight that ran across the whole back section. To 
match the rear light, the headlight panels also 
featured a series of LEDs. There were no doors and 
access to the cabin area involved lifting the entire roof 


section upwards and back. Once in the open position 
it revealed a somewhat sparse interior, which was 
dominated by the rollcage. 

The huge arches were filled with equally huge 
specially developed 20-inch wheels and were fitted 
with 245/40 20 tyres. These were actually a little 
skinny in reality, as the Z4 M's complete engine and 
running gear was also fitted. That meant a 3.2-litre 
straight-six engine producing 343hp, connected to a 
six-speed manual gearbox. The concept car also 
featured a revised intake and exhaust system for an 
improved soundtrack. 

As mentioned, BMW never had an intention of 
releasing the Mille Miglia, although the CFRP 
bodyshell suggested it may well have gained some 
useful experience working with the exotic material. 
Regardless, it's a pretty concept car and no doubt a 
fitting tribute to BMW's 1940 success • 
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FROM THE RACETRACK TO THE ROAD 
WITH BMW M PERFORMANCE ACCESSORIES. 


Give your BMW 1 Series, 2 Series, 3 Series or 4 Series unrivalled racetrack character with BMW M Performance 
Carbon Mirror Caps for just £400* and BMW M Performance Black Grille for £95* 

Other offers are available across the M Performance range, delivering an exhilarating racing feel and the highest 
quality components at competitive prices. 

For more information on the full range of BMW M Performance Accessories offers, 
visitwww.bmw.co.uk/mperformanceoffers 



^Participating Retailers only. Offers valid from 1 March until 30 September 2015 and are applicable to BMW 1, 2, 3 and 4 Series models 
only. Prices exclude any labour costs that may be required. 


powered by 



The Ultimate 
Driving Machine 


BMW Child Seats 


Genuine BMW 
Accessories 


THE BMW CHILD SEAT RANGE. 



BMW’s range of child seats utilise patented airpad safety technology, 
providing additional head and shoulder protection for peace of mind 
and everyday comfort for your younger passengers. 

BMW child seats have two high-quality seat cover designs to match 
your vehicle’s interior. Choose from classic black/Anthracite or 
progressive black/blue. 



To find out more visit www.bmw.co.uk/accessories 
or contact your local BMW Retailer. 


Scan the QR code to watch the 
BMW child seat range video. 




